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LETTREXXVI. 
A M. DE MIRABEAl/, 

8 Janvier, 1790. 

J'AI trop de plaifir, monfieur, a croire 
aux fentimens que vpus m'affurez avoir 
pouf ma perfonne et ma famille, pour ne 
pas deferer a la demande que voUs" me 
faites d'un entretien particulier. M. de la 
Porte a re$u Tordre de vous introduire 
aujoufd'hui fuy les neuf heures du foir. 
Je fouhaite vivement, monsieur, que vous 
eprouviez autant de facilite a reparer le 
mal qui eft fait, que je ferai emprefle de 
feconder de tout mon pouvoir les moyens 
qui peuvent tendre a ce but. 

Louis. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

(Tran /lotion ) 

, TO M. DE MIRABEAU. 

January the 8th, 1790. 

I HAVE too much pleafure, A\r> in be- 
lieving the fentiments which you allure me - 
you feel for my peifon and family, not to 
acquiefce in your defire of a private inter- 
view. M. De la Porte has orders to intro- 
duce you this evening, at nine o'clock, I 
wifh moft ardently, fir, that you may find 
as much facility in repairing the mifchief 
which is done, as I fhall be eager to fecond 
with all my power the means which may 
lead to that end. 

Lb wis* 
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Observations on the xxvith letter. 

THIS letter is the anfwer to art applica- 
tion made by Mirabeau for a private con- 
ference with the king; Mirabeau was tod 
important a chara&er in the revplution, 
Hot to feel that his offers of prote&ibft 
were entitled to the refpefl of every party ; 
and it appears that his firft approaches of 
amity were received by the king with very 
fenfible fatisfa&ion. Lewis the Sixteenth 
expreffes an earneft wiihthat the remedy for * 
the mifchief already done might be found 
as eafy to be effe£ted by his new ally, as he 
himfelf ihould be anxious to Tecond the 
frieans with the whole force of his own 
authority. 

This anfwer ftffficiently explairts that 
Mirabeau, in his letter, had made profef- 
fions of zeai, and attachment to the king; 
but, of what nature was the mifchief com- 
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plained of, or what the remedy he had 
found, it leaves us wholly ignorant. The 
habitual laxity of this flatefman's moral 
ehara&er might lead to fufpicions that his 
political principles were not unaffailable ; 
and fuch perfons as are more prompt in 
calculating the probabilities of evil than of 
good, will perhaps conjefture that motives 
lefs pure than thofe of public virtue in- 
fluenced Mirabeau in his determinations. 

But, whatever canfe he may have given 
for fuch fufpicions towards the clofe of his 
political career, there is ho evidence that 
Mirabeau at this period was engaged in 
any difhonorable" treaty with the courts 
Some objeft of great interefk however, 
muft have led him to demand this inter- 
view; and the king's anfwer clearly inti- 
mates that it was an aiFair of public con- 
cern. 

We muft have left Mirabeau under the 
fufpicions which fuch an interview is likely 
to create, had I not been favored with the 
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following anecdote, by a perfon whom Mi- 
rabeau confulted on this occafion, and on 
whofe information ajid fidelity I have the 
moft unbounded reliance. 

" Few perfons were acquainted with the 
great obje£t which occupied Mirabeau at 
the period when he obtained this interview 
with the king. He was defirous of pre-> 
vailing on him to leave Paris, and to re- 
pair firft to Rouen, and afterwards to 
Havre, if circumftances fhould require it. 
He had fixed on thofe towns as the moft 
conveniently fituated, both for fupplies, 
and alfo for an eafier efcape, if event* 
fhould turn out unfortunately. He had 
fecured the maf ch, towards Rouen, of the 
different regiments of cavalry and infantry 
which were then in garrifon from Dunkirk 
to Dieppe and Amiens, and ?yho, by tak- 
ing fpeedy pofleffion of Gallion and Ver- 
neuil, might prevent the attempts which 
La Fayette, at the head of the national 
guard of Paris, would not fail to make to 
hinder this flight, or render it ineffectual. 

8 3 
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When the king fhould have made good hit 
retreat from Paris, he was to have pub«* 
lifhed a manifefto, in which, after having 
enumerated the abufes which were to be 
.corre&ed, and affured the people of his 
firm refolution to facrifice every thing to 
this obje6l, he was to have required the 
attendance of the whole of the national 
afiembly, and of fuch other Frenchmen, 
vvhom he fhould have thought worthy, by 
their patriotifm, their love of real liberty, 
their information, and their courage, of 
aiding him with their couhfels, in the for- 
mation of a conftitution. This conftitu- 
tioft, it was hoped, would effeft the reform 
of abufes, confer on the people the enjoy- 
ment of the true exercife of their rights, 
and fix the due boundaries of the legifla* 
tive and executive powers. This plan; 
which would neceffarily have produced the 
jraoft happy changes, was oppofed f by the 
queen, the courtiers, and other individuals, 
who fancied that they faw, in its execu- 
tion, the certain deftru&ion of thejr owji 
intrigues and influence," 
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• 

. Had we not feen the rnofV lingular prq^ 
jefts carried into effe£t "during the revolu- 
tion, we (hould have been furprifed at the 
boldnefs of that which Mirabeau now fug- 
gefted to the king. Nor is it eafy to con* 
je6ftire on what grounds he could have 
hoped for the compliance of Lewis the 
Sixteenth * fmce, on the fuppofition that 
the king was favorable to the revolution, 
of which he had hitherto given no unequi- 
vocal proofs* it is fcarcely to be imagined 
that he would have confided himfelf to the 
direction of a perfon who had been moft 
open in perfonal defiance of his authority, 
and wjiotfi he deemed the ftipendiary of his 
moft determined foes. This laft circum- 
ftance indeed might not have been known 
to Mirabeau: but it accounts fufficientlyfor 
the king's refufal, even without the inter- 
ference of the queen, and other individuals 
anxious for the prefervation of their pri- 
vileges and influence. Of the plan itfelf it 
were difficult to judge, without knowing 
more of its details ; but, on the firft afpeft, 
it prefents all the evils, of civil difcord j 

*4 
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finte, admitting that the affembly were 
obedient to the voice of the king, the Pa- 
rifians would furely have been diffatisfied 
with a meafure fo detrimental to their per- 
fonal interefts; nor does it clearly appear 
What new impulfion of patriotifm the King' 
would have received from his refidence at 
Rouen, which he might not have felt from 
his abode at Paris, 
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LETTRE XXVIL 



A M. DE MALESHERBES. 

16 Fevrier, 1790. .' 

J'AI befoin, mon cher Malefherbes, de 
m eclairerde vos lumieres, pour determiner 
la fan&ion de plufieurs decrets qui font da 
reflbrt de vos profondes connoiflhnces €n 
legiflation. Je compte affez fur la.fidelitS 
de votre attachement, pour efperer que 
vous fixerez la refolution que je dois pren- 
dre a cet egard. 

Depuis long tems, mon cher Malefherbes, 
vous avez ete temoin des intentions pures 
que je n'ai cede de manifefter pour le bon- 
heur des Fran9ais. Ceft encore vous 3, 
qui je m'adreffe pour perieverer dans les 
xnemes principes. 

Adieu, mon cher Malefherbes ! , vous 
connoiflez toute la iincerite de mes ienti- 
mens pour vous. 

Louis. 
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LETTER XXVII. 
(Tranjlution.) 

TO M. DE MACESHERBES. 

February 16, I7IXJ. 

I STAND in need, my dear Malefherbes* 
of oeing enlightened by you, in .order t6 
determine on the fandtion of feveral de- 
crees of which your profound knowledge 
in legiflation renders you fo adequate a 
judge. I have fufficient reliance on the fide-* 
lity of your attachment, to hope that you 
will fix the rcfolution I ought to take in 
thefe matters. 

You, my dear Malefhcrbes, have been 
long the witnefs of the purity of intention 
which I have never ceafed to manifeft for 
the happinefs of the French. > To you I 
ftill addrefs myfelf, to fortify me- in the 
fame principles; Adieu, my dear Miles-* 
herbes! you know all the fmcerity of ifty> 
x fentiments for you. 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON TH« XXVil* 



HOWEVER great may h^e been the 
habitual weaknefs and irrefolution of the 
king, Efficient evidences^ which appear 
in/fKe coiirfe of thjar correfpondence, it 
iriuft be admitte^jHat his life hitherto had 
<*4>een a comAk$&& ftruggle againft this fatal 
properrfity. Malefherbes appears to hare 
been' the rock againft which he leaned in 
times of perplexity, or danger; the afy- 
lum to which fye fled from- the turbulence 
of fa&ion, the tumult 6f party, and where 
he might fix his wavering refolutions Jn 
(ecurity and repofd/ Of the motives 
which prompted the coun^k of other men 
tye might be pardoned for being fufpicious; 
a thoufand difcordant interefts, he knew, 
fwayed the determinations of thofe who 
furrounded hfrn ; nor can we ever hope to 
4o juftice to the perfonal good intentions 
§f this prince, while we remain ignorant 
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of all the evil fuggeftions which he ftrug- 
gled to refift. 

The king, at the time of writing this 
letter, was in the zenith of his popularity. 
Not only the metropolis, but the whole of 
France, was at that moment in the deliri- 
um of joy. The decree of the national af- 
fembly, which' gave Lewis the Sixteenth 
the honorable title of Reftorer of French 
Liberty, was confirmed by acclamation, 
throughout the whole nation . The heart of 
every friend to the well-being of his coun- 
try dilated at the profpeft of happinefs 
which opened before his view. This was 
the golden age of the revolution s and 
when mention is made of its moft glorious 
epocha> it is on thefe days of promife that 
the mind repofes with pure aiyi unembit- 
tered delight. 

When the enemies of the late changes 
found that the attempt was fruitlefs to 
excite any fe&ion of the people againfl: 
meafures which the people was moft inter T 
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efted in fupporting, when they faw that 
the higher orders of the ftate were re- 
fblvedtoconfummate the facrifices they had 
begun, and that, inftead of returning back 
on the abufes which had been reformed, 
the difpofition to make further refearches 
was not diflembled, they Were compelled 
to retreat, and intrench themfelves behind 
the royal authority, which was now the 
only rampart they could hope to maintain 
againft the overwhelming progrefs of the 
revolution. 

The protection afforded to thefe difcor- 
dant fpirits, and fometimes too favorable 
a leaning towards their counter-revolu- 
tionary defigns, had contributed to bring 
on the great crifis of the fourteenth of 
July, and the events of the fixth of Octo- 
ber, which menaced the exiftence of the 
royal authority itfelf. The king, perceiv- 
ing the danger of yielding further fupport 
to fuch dangerous inmates, and finding 
that the countenance which he gave, or 
the filence which he obferved, were con- 
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iraed by the nation into a full approba- 
tion of their proje&s, or rather into a co- 
operation in their meafufes, wifely fefolved 
to come to a fair and open explanation 
with the country, to diffipate the appre- 
benfions and mifgivings of one party 5 and 
crufh the finifter expectations and lurking 
topes of the other. 

With this view, the king, accompanied by 
M. Necker, repaired to the hall of the na- 
tional affembly, on the fourth of February* 
The fpeech which he made on this occafion, 
forms a remarkable epocha in the hiftory 
of the rerolution, and has been always aU 
leged as an incontestable proof of the Sin- 
cerity of his attachment to the change* 
which had taken place* 

" I confefs r " iays the kiftg y after a few 
Alight obiervations on the diforders which 
prevailed, and which remained yet without 
remedy, #< that 1 had hoped to have led 
you by an eafier and more tranquil route 
to the end which you propofed at the 
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time I formed the plan of affembling and 
uniting you together: but my happinefs 
and my glory are not the lefs intimately 
connefted with the fuccefs of your labors ; 
and, by an a&ive vigilance on my part, I 
have preferved them from that fatal influ- 
ence to which they might have been fub- 
je£t from the unhappy circumftances in 
-which you were placed." After ftatira; a 
few of thofe circumftances, the lung con- 
tinues, " I think that the time i? now 
come,' when it is neceflary for tha intereft 
of the ftate, that I fhould aifociate myfelf; 
in a more open and decided manner, to. 
the execution and fuccefs of all thrffc yoif ^ 
have done for the advantage of France. I 
cannot feife a more convenient opportu- 
nity than that in which you prefent to me, 
for my acceptance, decrees deftined to efta- 
blifh in the kingdom a new organization^ 
and which muft necefiarily have fo impor- 
tant an efFeft on the happinefs of my fab-, 
jefts, and the profperity of this empire." 

After recapitulating the various advan- 
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tagcs of this new organization, the divi- 
fion of the kingdom into departments, 
which Mr. Burke confiders in the ludi-* 
crous light of a great cheqtter-board, and 
on which, according to the king, depended 
the falvation of France, he adds, " Time 
will reform what may remain cle feftive in 
tiie colle&ion of laws which have been the 
work of this affembly 5 but every enter- 
prife which may tend' to (hake the, princi- 
ples of the constitution, to overthrow or 
weaken its happy influence, would tend 
only to introduce among* us the dreadful 
evils of difcofd. Let it then be every 
where known that the king, and the repre- 
fentatives of the nation, are united in the 
fame intereft, and the fame defire, in order 
that this opinion, and this firm belief, may 
lpread throughout the provinces the fpirit 
of peace, and of good will." After enume- 
rating the advantages which the revolution' 
had yet left to the nobility and clergy, 
and the loHes they had fuftained> after 
cxpreffing his belief that the whole body 
of Frenchmen would one day acknow- 
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ledge the benefit of the entire fuppreffion 
of the different orders of the ftate, the 
■king added thofe words : " I alfo fhould 
have many lofles to enumerate, if, amidft 
the great interefts of the Hate, I p&ufed at 
perfonal calculations ; but I find a Effi- 
cient compenfation, a compenfation the 
moft ample, in the increafe of the happi- 
nefs of the nation ; and it is in the fullnefs 
of my heart that I exprefs this fenti- 
ment., 

€C I will defend them ; I will maintain 
conftitutional liberty, the principles of 
which have been confecrated by the gene- 
ral voice, a? well as by my own* I will 
do more ; and, in concert with the queen, 
who fhares in all my fentiments, I will 
begin early to prepare the mind and heart 
of my fon for the new order of things 
which circumftances have introduced. I 
will habituate him, from his tender child- 
hood, to be happy in the happinefs of the 
French, and to acknowledge always, in 
fpite of the language of flatterers, that a 

VOL. II* c 
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Wife Conftitution will preferve him from 
the dangers of inexperience, and that na- 
tional liberty "adds a new value to the 
feritimeats of love and fidelity, of which 
the nation, for fo many ages paft, has 
given its king fuch convincing evidence." 

It was in this di'fpofition of mind, be- 
coming the chief magiftrate of 'a free and 
powerful nation, that the king addreffes 
this letter to M. de Malefhcrbes. Certain 
writers on 'the revolution, who claim the 
attention of a certain clafs of readers, lefs 
from th? fidelity of their narrations*,, or 
the brillistficy of their elocution, tha theft? 
inteiftperance of their Zeal for what they 
call the memory of the monarch, have at- 
tempted to prove that this was a royaE 
ftratagem, of which the e&ercife was legi- 
timated by the perilous fitiiation in whichs 
the king was placed. Of the eftimatiobt 
in which thofe advocates of royal inte- 
grity (fome of whom call themfelves ftatef- 
men and minifters) ought to be held, we 
may form a judgement from, the difplay of 
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the king's real fentiments, not indeed in 
his public difcourfes, which are points in 
conteft, but in his private letters, where 
diffimulation would have been abfurdity- 
4c For a long time, my dear Mklefherbes/ 1 ' 
fays thQ king in this letter, ct you have 
been a witnefs of the pure intentions I 
have never ceafed to liianifeft for the hap- 
pinefs of the French* , To you Lftill ad- 
drefs myfelf, to fortify me in the fame 
principles," It is furely iliue]i more ho- 
norable to the king, to believe that he was 
fincere when he thus uhbofomed himfelf 
to friendlhip, than to pretend with his pa- 
negyrift, that he always meant the con- 
trary of what he fo well expreflfed. 
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LETTRE XXVIIT. 

A M. DUVAL-DEPRESMENJL. 

27 Mars, i790. 

JE fuis d'autant plqs difpofe a croire* 
monfieur, a la fincerite du rcpentir que 
vous me temoignez, qu'avant de me Tex- 
• primer, vous avez fait preuve dans lcfein 
de la reprefentation nationale dun zele 
pdur le maintien de la monarchic, qui n'a 
point echappe a nia fenfibilite, ni a celle 
de toute ma famille. 

JLorfqu*on eft auffi fufceptible dc reparer 
fes erreurs, monfieur, . on doit avoir les 
.plus juftes droits a une eftime particuHere. 
Je me plais a vous en donner raffurance, 
et refte avec le defir de trouver Toccafion 
de.vous le prouver. 

Louis. 
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LETTER XXVIH. 
(Tranflathn.) 

TO M. BUVAL-DEPRESMENIL. 

March 27, 1790., 

I AM fo much the more difpofed,fir, to 
believe the fincerity of the repentance you 
ieftify, that, before you exprefled it to me, 
you gave proofs, in the national reprefen- 
tation, of a zeal for the fupport of the 
monarchy, which has not efcaped my fen-* 
Ability, nor that of my whole family. * 

He who is fo fufceptible of repairing his 
errors, has the highcft claim to particular 
cfteem. I offer you this affurance with 
pleafure. and wifh I may find an occafion 
of giving you the proof, 

Lewis. 



C3 



9% CORRESPONDENCE OF 



OBSERVATIONS ON THE XXVIlIth LETTER, 
i 

AMONG the moft bold and ardent op- 
pofers of the meafures of the government, 
previous to the revolution, the name of M, 
D'Efpremenil, member of the parliament 
of Paris, holds a very diftinguiftied place. 
The parliament had been exiled to Troyes 
for refilling *to enregifter two edi&s, the 
land- and ftamp-tax, which the firft aflem- 
bly of the notables had reje&ed under the 
adminiftration of Calonne, and which the 
parliament was #ill lefs inclined to 
fan&ion under that of his fiicceffor, the 
archbifliop of Touloufe. 

The only dyke againft minifterial defpo* 
tifm in France had been the parliaments,-^ 
(lender indeed to arreft the overwhelming 

. torrent, but ftill prefenting a point of re- 
fiftance, In proportion as the people had 

% grown mQre enlightened, the parliaments 
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had grown more bold : but, as it often hap- 
pens in meafures.of oppofition, this judiciary 
corporation had fometimes outftepped its 
prerogatives, and difcovered tendencies to- 
wards an ufurpation of the privileges of the 
executive power. The inftru£tion which „ 
had been generally fpread throughout 
France during the reign of Lewis the 
Sixteenth, had led the nation, efpecially 
after the firft meeting of the notable?* 
to look with difapprobation on ufurpa- 
tions of every kind * and the meafure of 
refiftance which heretofore had keep ap- 
plauded in the pirliament, was now treat- 
ed with lefs reipeft. This change in pub- 
lic opinion did not efcape the obfervation 
of the parliament, while employed ip com- 
bating the royal and minifterial injunftion 
for the enregijftering of the two edi&s in 
queftiom They perceived, that, by extend- 
ing their pretenfions as formerly, they 
would now weaken their influence, and that 
their fureft mode of defence was to in- 
trench themfelves behind their acknow- 
. fcdged rights, M.. D x Efpremenil was the. 

. C4. 
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member who fuggefted this counfel. He 
reprefented to them, that it was ufelefs 
to defend any longer their former preten- 
iions ; that the reality of their incompe- 
tency was underftood and felt, and that 
' the only tfcape from the embarrafsment in 
which they were placed, was to make a 
merit of this avowal. The parliament 
followed his counfels, and declared that 
they had not the right of fanftioning 
thefe taxes ; but that this right belonged 
to the ftates-general alone, of which they 
alfo required the fpeedy convocation. The 
minifters Were greatly difconcerted, both 
at the extraordinary avowal of the parlia- 
ment, and ftill more at the dangerous re- 
quifition it had made. This demand was 
fo highly relifhed, and repeated with fo 
much enthufiafm, that the king was com- 
pelled to comply, and engaged himfelf to 
do fo by a folemn promife. The parlia- 
ment therefore rendered a real fervice to 
the ftate ; and the glory of firft invoking 
this meafure belonged to M. D'Efpreme- 
nil. It mull be admitted, however, that 
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thefe fervices were not altogether di&ated 
by the pureft patribtifm. Perfonal in- 
tereft, and that of the body which they 
defended by this meafure, happened in the 
prefent cafe to be connect ed with that of 
the nation, little folicitous to fcrutinife 
the motives of a coridudt from which it 
expedled to reap fuch mighty advantages- 

The exile of the parliament followed' 
this declaration of incompetence ; and its 
return was the recompenfe of fbme aft of 
fub'miffion, which was regarded by the 
public as cowardice, and contradi&ion* 
The miniftry, deeming this circumftance 
favorable, determined on eftablifhing a 
plenary court, by the authority of which 
it might difembarrafs itfelf of the parlia- 
ment as the enregifterer of taxes ; while the 
keeper of the feals, to punifh this pertina- 
city, occupied himfelf in creating, in each 
generality, bailliages, to which were given 
the powers of civil and criminal courts of 
juftice. Againft this innovation, evejy 
parliamentary buckler was raifed, ,and 
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every member fworn to refiftance, A new 
iattempt was made, by the holding a royal 
iittirig, to induce the parliament to enre^ 
gifter the taxes ; but the opppfition be- 
came itill more violent; and fome, % who 
wece the moft ftrenuous in their refif- 
tance, among whom was the duke of Or- 
leans, were again banifhed. 

Theiraniftry, defeated in their projefts, 
had recpurfe to defpotic meafures, which 
completed their difgrace and humiliation. 
The peers and magiftrates, who had com- 
pofed the royal fitting, continued in their 
aflemblies to oppofe the eftabliftiment of 
the new courts of juftice. It was on this 
occafion that M. D'Efpremenil, by the 
force of his eloquence and the energy of 
his declarations, led the peers and parlia- 
ment to take the oath of union, of which 
he di&ated the form. This open defiance 
of minifterial authority was confidered as 
an aft of rebellion, which it was impo£» 
fible to leave unpunifhed. Accordingly 
the palace of jiiftice was inverted by miji~ 
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tary force ; and M. D'Efpremenil, with 
another of his collegues, after fbme irtef- 
/eftual dehy— that of awaiting the king's 
fignature to the warrant, which had only 
been figned by the minifter — was carried 
off a prifoner of ftate. The parliament 
were avenged by the difmiffion*of the mi- 
nifter, who retired loaded with public exe- 
cration 2nd contempt. M. Netker was 
recalled; the ftates-general were aflem- 
bled; and M. /D'Efpremenil became a 
member of the conftituent affembly. 

In this affembly M. D'Efpremenil 
ranged himfelf in the party of the coti 
droit, and, near the period of writing the 
letter to which this of the king is the an- 
fwer, had fignalifed himfelf by the fupport 
he gave to proportions, in favor- of v the 
court. He was a defender of monaftic 
eftablifhments, which were at this epocha 
abolifhed ; and, when the difcuffion took 
place relpe&ing the power of fupprefling 
jiots or partial infurre&ions, be very 
warmly fupp^rted a proportion by M t 
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Cazales, of inverting the king with abfb- 
lute authority for three months, and fuf- 
pending, during that time, the refponfibi- 
lity of the executive power. Thefe a£ts 
of devotednefs to the court, and others of 
an extravagant kind, which fubje&ed him 
to the formal cenfure of the affembly, had 
not efcaped the attention of the king ; and 
M. D'Efpremenil had been too formidable 
an adverfary, not to bg welcomed as^ an 
ally. c< I am fo much the more difpofed 
to believe in the fmcerity of your repen- 
tance;" fays' the king, " as you have previ- 
oufly given proofs of your zeal for the 
fupport of the monarchy, which have not 
efcaped my fenfibility, nor that of the 
whole of my family." 

M. D'Efpremenil had certainly the right 
of afferting or publifhing what opinions 
he pleafed : and, if he thought that the 
prerogatives of the executive power were 
too much limited by the affembly, he had 
alfo the right to oppofe thefe ufurpations, 
as he formerly refitted the defpotifin of the 
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executive power, when it ufurped the pri- 
vileges of the parliament. But to have- 
made a recantation of afts of public vir- 
tue, to repent of deeds by which he had 
acquired fo proud a title to glory and ef- 
teem, difplays a mind of no very elevated 
texture, and juftifies an opinion that the 
motives which had once guided his oppo- 
fition, were perfonal, and interefted. His 
repentance, however, if it were' fincere, 
came too late. M. D'Efpremenil reaped 
jio advantage from his cbnverfion during 
the life of the king, and, after the fall of 
the monarch, unhappily fhared his fate. 
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LETTRE XXIX, 

AU PAPfc PIE VI« 
Trig Saint Perer, \% Mai, tt90t 

6E n'etait pas affez qtie la dtfcordtfptfou 
m£ne fes fureurs dans morr royaum« : attrf 
qiiefelles politiques vont fe joindre leS 
quereHes religieufes. Jp ne fais quel efprit 
infernal veut foumettre la religion aux 
principetf des novateurs, & des idees bi* 
zarres, a des reformes fingiilieresv On 
agite maintenant dans raffemblee les ques- 
tions les plus abfurdes. On dirait que lea 
difciples de Janfenius et de Molina font fur 
les bancs, et qu'ils' fe declarent pour ou 
contre des opinions ultramontaines. On 
prefente une conftitution civile pour le 
clerge ; elle le rendrait independant du 
faint liege; elle accor^erait Vele&ion aix 
peuple; elle renverferait Tantique hie- 
rarchie de l'eglife Gallicane \ et pour don- 
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ner a cftte conftitution civile du clerge des 
profelytes- nombreux, pour eloigner 'les 
miniftres fiddles, on veut ^xiger un (cr? 
mept. Tres faint pere, ce fermefit fera 
naitre un fchifme dans l'eglife. Je ne fais 
quel prefferttiment mg penetre d'effroi. Je 
vois la religion avilie, fes miniftres perfe+ 
cutes, le lQup dans la bergerie. J'ai voulii 
yous inftruire le premier de cette refolu- 
tion des etats generaux, d'un prqjet de 
quelqujw tetes ardentes,'de quelques gens 
profondement pervers, et deja tres habilefc 
dans Tart de revolutiomier. J'aurai befoin 
de vos confeils ; et ne ferai rien fans vous 
confulter, Je vous faisremettre par M. de 
Montmorin un exemplaire de cette corc- 
ftitution.._Examinez ; vos fages avis -me 
guideront : mais deja la voix de ma con- 
fcience me crie que je ne dois pas fari&ion- 
ner cette oeuvre de tenebres, 

Louis. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

(TranJlatiOfi.) 

TO POPE PIUS VI. 
Moft Holy Father, May 18, 179(7. 

IT was not enough that difcord let 
loofe its furies throughout my kingdom : 
religious quarrels are about to be added to 
political difputes. I know not what in- 
fernal fpirit would fubjedt religion to the 
principles of innovators, to wild ideas, and 
ftrange reforms.' Queftions the moft ab- 
furd are now agitated in the aflembly > 
* and one might imagine that the difciples 
of . Janfenius and Molina were on "the 
bench, attacking or defending ultramon- 
tane opinions. A civil conftitution has 
been prefented for the clergy, which 
would render them independent of the 
holy fee, would confer the right of elec- 
tion on the people, overturn the antient 
hierarchy of the Gallican church -, and, 
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in order to gain numerous profelytes to 
this civil conftitution of the clergy, and* 
remove faithful nlinifters, it is propofed to 
require an oath. This oath, raoft holy 
father, will give birth to a fchifm in the 
church, I know not what 'prefege$\ fill 
my mind with terror : but I fee religion 
vilified, it? xninifters perfecutgd, the wolf 
in the ftxeepfold. I wifted to be the firft 
to inform you of this refolution of the 
ftates-general, the projeft of fome heated 
brains, of a few men profoundly wicked, 
and already' well verfed in the art of revo* 
lutionifing. 1 fhall ftand in need of your 
couhfels, and . will do nothing without 
consulting you. I lend you, by M. de 
Montmorin, a copy of this conftitution ; 
examine it : your f?ge advice fhall be my 
guide : but already the voice of my con- 
ference cries loudly tfyat I ought not to 
ikn&ion thi s . wprk of xlarknefs. .- • , 

i*EWIS. ~ 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE* XXIXth LETTER. 

AMONG the various clianges which 
have been produced by the revolution, no 
part of the old eftablifhments, excepting 
the monarchy itfelf, has undergone a 
more lingular deftiny than the religion of 
the ffcate. Whenever this fubjeft, which 
had been fo freely canvaffed by modern 
writers, became a matter of legiflative dif- 
cuflion, the fame fceptical fpirit which 
had difcovered fo much irreverential de- 
mur refpefting rights and privileges in 

■ the affairs of this world, did not hefitate 
to carry the eye of profane fcrutiny into 

^thofe of the next. A The enemies of the 
altar, tfre name given to the philofophic 
divifion of the affembly, had proceeded 
with great dexterity in the feifure of the 
outworks, by the decrees of the fourth of 
Auguft, and by the declaration that the 
domains of the church were the property 
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of the nation. As foon as this formida* 
ble line of defence, which was the great 
bulwark of the citadel, had been demo- 
Ufhed, an attack was made on the fortreis 
itfelf. 

The clergy had not l^een ina6Hve,in 
their oppofition to the firft aft of hofti* 
lity i but, when they found that refinance 
was hopelefs, they endeavoured to capitu- 
late, by requiring from the aflfembly a 
formal decree, that ,the catholic, appftolic* 
and Roman religion ftiould be declared 
the religion of the ftate. The queftion 
was eluded at tlie time by the obferva- 
tion that this fundamental truth was to 
form an article of the conftitutiorii and 
the difcuffion was adjourned. From that 
period, the prefs of other important mat- 
ter had prevented the renewal of this pro- 
pofition, when, in the month of February 
following, the difcuilion took place re- 
fpefting the abolition of the monaftic 
orders. As further depredations were 
about to be committed on the property 

D2 



3« CORRESPONDENCE OF 

of tbft church, the clergy again brought 
fbiward this term of oompromifej but 
after a long and animated debate, the reli- 
gion of the ftate was, on the fame pretence 
as the former, a fecond time adjourned. 

Hopes were neverthekfs entertained that 
this declaration would take, place, when- 
ever the order of the bufmefs in the af- 
fembly (hould prefent the favorable mo- 
ment. The eftablifhment of acommiffioa 
two months after, for what was then, 
called by the clergy Gripping the church of 
its patrimony, was thought a fit occafion. 
-to kad the affembly to the recolle&ion of 
this objeft. The motion was this time 
made by a prieft, Dom Gerle, who voted 
in general with the majority, but who, in 
the prefent inftance, vying in zeal with his 
collegues of the cfak droit* proppfed that 
this religion was, and fhould always re- 
main/ the religion of the nation, and tfoat 
its worfhip Ihould be the only. one au- 
thorifed, 
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- Although the clergy had made no pre-„ 
parations for a folemn debate-^yet> a* the 
qtiteftion was now brought forward* it was. 
judged expedient to give it fupport; and. 
efforts were made to prove the necefitty of 
coming to a fair and open declaration* 
without any further difcuffion or adjourn- 
ment. It was now for the firft time that 
doubts refpefting the fundamental truth of 
a fiate-religion began to difcover them- 
felves in the aflembly, to the great aftonith-? 
ment and fcandal of the clergy, who did 
not, or 'at leaft pretended not' to expedt 
that fuch motives of objection could ever 
have exifted. This debate was not length- 
ened on the day the queftion was intro- 
duced : but, when it was refumed the day 
following, the aflembly felt the neceffity of 
coming to a decifian, to fet it finally at 
reft; which took place on a previous mo- 
tion of the duke of Rochefoucault-** ftat~ 



* The motion of the duke of Rochefoucault was con- 
ceived in the following terms ; " The national aflembly, 
con fide ring that it neither has nor can have any authority 

' . D 3 
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ing, after various confiderations, that the 
aflcmbly neither could nor ought to deli- 
berate refpe&ing the queftion propofed ; 
and that it fhould pafs to the order of the 
day, which was the difpofal of the eccle- 
fiaihcal domains. As this motion was un- 
derftood and felt by each party ,to be the 
final arrangement of the queftion, it was 
oppofed by the clergy and their friends, 
with all the zeal and energy that its im- 
portance required, A formal remonftr&nce 
from part of the body followed the decifion. 
This oppofition, in favor of the religion of 



over confciences or religious opinions, that the majefty of 
religion, and the profound refped which is its due, forbid 
that it fhould become a fubjed of deliberation — ctmlidering 
that the attachment of the national aflembly to the worlbip 
of the Roman-catholic and apoftolic religion cannot be 
called in doubt, at the moment when this wormip exclu- 
sively is going to be placed in the firft clafs of public expen- 
diture, aivi when, by an unanimous fend men t of refpeft, 
the aiTembly has exprefled its fentiments in the only man* 
uer which could fuit the dignity of religion, and the cha- 
racter of the national legiflature— decrees, that it neither 
can nor ought to deliberate on the queftion propofed, and 
pafles to the order of the day, concerning the ecclefiafttcal 
domains;" 
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the ftatte, was fo much the more difinte- 
refted on the part of the clergy, as the faith 
for whicfrthey contended was already ftript 
of its richeft endowments j but, accuftomed, 
from a miftake natural to their order, to 
confider the ftate as part of, the church, 
they mourned the departing majefty of the 
latter, as much as they regretted its alie- 
nated wealth. 

But the clergy, in its legiflative capacity, 
was not the only divifion of public autho- 
rity hoflile to this fpirit of religious inno- 
vation. Towards the throne, their natural 
ally, the higher orders of the priefthood had 
caft their imploring looks; nor was the ap- 
peal againft this laical interpofition made 
in vain. The king, it rauft be obferved, 
through the whole of this correfpondence, 
difcovers a difpofition for piety, and a 
great fenfibility to religipus impreflions. 
He accufes himfelf, in one of his letters, 
of a momentary aberration from the faith, 
feduced by the writings of the ' philofo- 
phers; but, like Polemon, he only tra- 
*>4 
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' veiled through the error, arid made no fo- 
journ. Turgot and Malefherbes, whatever , 
influence they had over his mind in other 
concerns, found him here firm and un- 
fhaken. Whoever contemplates this part 
of the character of Lewis the Sixteenth, 
cannot but pay him the homage he .de- 
fences, that, amidft the iedu&ion of philo- 
fophical fcepticifm on the one hand, and 
the licentioufnefs of a diffolute court on 
the other, he appears to have retained a 
deep fenfe of the importance of religion, 
and was in his own perfon an example of 
UnafFe&ed piety. 

But piety is no guarantee agairift rftis- 
taTces of opinion. The king, though lie 
fbmetimes diftinguifhed between the clergy 
and the church* as appears froift the map- 
ginal notes he occafionally made ori their 
remonftrances, had not carried his princi* 
pies of refearch to their legitimate confe- 
quences, and made the dtie diftinftion be- 
tween the church and Chriftianity. 
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Wc find him, ift this letter to the pope, 
departing from his ufual moderation, and 
ftigmatifing the fpirit of inquiry which had 
taken place in the affembly; with the, 
epithets of " infernal and " abfurd." The 
kihg, however, was wrong in misleading 
the holy father, by informing him that the 
jargon of the fchools was renewed in the 
fenate, and that the difciples of the bifhop 
of Yprefc and Ignatius had joined ag|;in in 
ferious Warfare. Whatever difpofitions the 
latter may have had for this facred combat, 
the affembly wifely forbore to make their 
|>Iace of fitting the arena of theological 
difpute. The king had confounded the 
qiieftion refpefting the difcipline of the 
<Shureh, With that of its do&rine; The 
latter, agreeably to the deciee of the af- 
fembly, was too majeftk and impefle* 
trable, to be the objeft of legiflative dif- 
cSuflionj but, as the former was a matter 
deemed purely civil, and the clergy had be- 
come the lalafied officers of the ftate, it 
was thought expedient to furnifti them 
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with a conftitution to regulate both their 
fervices and rewards. 

i 
Againft this conftitution the king in- 
veighs with unufual warmth. This " in- 
fernal fpirit," which he knows not, how to 
chara&erife, would fubjett religion to the 
principles of the innovators, to extravagant 
ideas, and ftrange reforms. The labors of 
this fpirit are direfted towards the forma- 
tion of a civil conftitution for the French 
clergy ; and this conftitution is intended 
to loofen the clergy from its dependence on 
the holy fee, to inveft the people with the 
ele&ion of their minifters of worfhip, to 
overthrow the old hierarchy of the Gallican 
church: and, in order to make numerous 
profelytes, and expel the faithful among 
the clergy, an oath was to be exacted. 

" This oath, moft holy father," (which, 
oath wa,$ that of fidelity, and obedience to 
the law,) adds the king, " will create a 
fchifm in.^the church/' Of the danger and 
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linfulnefs of fchifin, thofe who are bona 
out of the pale of the church can form no 
very determinate idea: but it appears; 
from the folemmty with which the Jrirqj 
introduces the fubjeft, that it is a crime of 
no fmall magnitude, fince it not only fills 
him with undefcribable terror, but he fees, 
in mental perfpe£tive, religion degraded, 
and the wolf (talking through the iheep* 
fold. Under fuch alarm and perturbation, 
he appeals* — like the true, as he was the 
firft, fon of the church — from the vokeof 
his country, to the chief of the faithful- 
He invokes the aid of his paternal coun&ls, 
againft tho(c who, profoundly pervcrfci 
and dextrous in the art of revolutionifmg* 
mislead the ftates -general. He promifes to 
be fwayed by the determinations of the 
holy fee, but declares at the fame time that 
the cry of his confeience has already de- 
cided him to withhold his fan&ion from 
(his work of darknefs. 

Had this been the determination of a 
iixnple individual, we might have applauded 
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his fincerity, while we pitied his hlindneft; * 
but, when we confider it as the difpatch of 
" the reftorer of French liberty," the firflr 
magiftrate of a free country, to a foreign 
potentate, remarkable* at no time for any 
over-weening attachment to either the na- 
tural, civil, or religious rights of mankind 
— whatever refpgft we may feel for the 
piety of the prince, we can entertain but 
ilender ideas of the ftrength of intellect or 
judgement of the man. The confcience of- 
a king is, no doubt, a thing of delicate tex- 
ture: but the hiftory of our own times 
• teaches us, that it is by no means an infal- 
lible criterion of wifilom in the fcience of 
govermftent. 

It appears alfo from this letter, that it 
wai the cry of the king's Confcience which 
firft atfaked that of the pope, whilft it ha* 
been generally believed that it was the con-* 
fbience of the pope which firft roufed that 
of the king. Ill-fated prince! unfortu- 
nate pontiff! in times of ignorance and 
darknefs, ye might, by the diiplay of your 
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private virtues, have enfufred the jtpplaufe 
of mankind: but it was your lotto appear 
aj a moment when lights fuperior to your 
own beamed from every point of the 
mental horizon. Ye have been eclipfed, 
and for ever ! Let us believe that your 
errors formed a link in the chain of the 
vaft defigris l of Providence — Ye have a6led 
the part which ye were deftined to aft, and 
have difappeared from the foene. — If the 
influence of principles contrary to your 
own forbid us to drew flojvers, let not the 
pride of philofbphy, or the aufterity of 
freedom, check the figh we breathe over the 
tomb of the unhappy ! 
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LETTRE XXX. 



A M. DE EJVAROL. 



28 Mai, 1790. 

LE plan que vous m'avez repiis, mon- 
ficur, eft un chef-d'oeuvre de politique et 
de phiiofophie, qui aurait fait honneur 
aux Mabljy et aux Condiilac. Mais, tout 
en rendant juftice a yotre maniere dejuger 
certains hommes influei>ces, dans le mo- 
ment a&uel il y aijrait trop de tcmerite a 
employer les moyens que vous m'indiquez. 
L'exemple que vous me citez du roi dc 
Suede eft tout different de la pofition ou 
je me trouve. Ce prince avait, pour fe 
faire obeir, des foldats fiir lefquels il pou- 
vait compter, et des amis courageux; il 
n'avait a lutter quecontrequelques fattieux* 
Ici la contagion revolutionnaire eft de- 
Venue une maladie epidemique, qu'on nc 
peut guerir qu'en prouvant au peuple qu'il 
c fl la dupe de ceux qui lui promettent les 
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chimeres de 1'age d'or. Vous pouveas at* 
teindre ce but defirable, monfieur, en 
faifant difparaitrc de votre plan tout ce 
qui pourrait irriter les audacieux. Enfin 
foyons a la mefure des ciroonftances. 

Voijs connaiffez, monfieur, les fentimens 
p^rticuliers que j'ai pour vous. 

Louis. 
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LETTE* XXX. 

(Trattjlation.) 

TO M. DE RIV£ROL.. 

May 28, 1790. 

THE plan you have, fent me, fir, is a 
mafter-piece of politics and philofophy* 
which would do honbr to the Mablys, and 
the Condillacs. But, while I render juftice 
to your manner of judging certain men of 
influence, in the prefent circumftances 
there would be too much temerity in em- 
ploying the means you point out. The 
example which you cite of the king of 
Sweden is altogether different from the 
pofition in which I am placed. That prince 
could make^ himfelf obeyed by means of 
-foldiers of whom he was fure, and of 
friends in whofe courage he could confide, 
and had only to ftruggle againft a few fac- 
tious men. Here the revolutionary conta- 
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giori* is become art epidemical malady, 
which can only be cured by convincing 
the people that they are the dupes of thofe 
who promife tttfcm the chimaeras of the 
golden age. You may accotnplifh this 
end, fir, by effacing from your plan what- 
ever might irritate the daring) a^d by ao 
commodating your ideas to the ftate of cir* 
cumftances* 

You know, fir, my particular fentimettt* 
for you* 

Lswis, 



VOL, II 



50 CORRESPONDENCE OF 



OBSERVATIONS ON THtf XXXth LETTER. 

AMONG the evils which befet Lewis the 
Sixteenthjiionewere more mifchievous than 
Certain claffes of counfellors, who buzzed 
around the court, occupied in fabricating 
plans of counter-revolution, which teftded 
to agitate the king's mind, and prevent his 
adherence to the principles which, in 'his 
fpeeches and proclamations, he avowed to 
the affembly, and the world. Of this de- 
fcription was M. Rivarol, a man of fhowy 
talent, and, from the confidence he had in 
his own opinions, not unfitted to hold a 
confiderable rank among thofe enterprifing 
/pints, who, according to a former project 
of the king, were worthy of being enlifted 
in the royal fervice. 

We are altogether ignorant of this plan of 
M. Rivarol's, which the king condefcends 
to inform him is a chef-d'oeuvre, that 
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Would have done honor to Mably arid Con* 
diilac. It is impoffible to convey a higher 
-opinion of M.Rivarol's political and philos- 
ophical attainments, than is contained ift 
this eulogiumj and we have only to lament 
the modefty of the writer* who* in this 
fingle inftance, has facrificed his ruling 
paflion to his loyalty. It is not from M. 
RiVarol that we fhoiild have expe&ed this 
literary referve- But, though we are left 
in ignorance refpeffirig the plan, th£ ob* 
je&ion made by the kirig to the mode of 
executioflf, leads its to the knowledge of its 
nature and tendency; M. Rivarol had rdad, 
or probably feen, with What dexterity the 
king of Sweden crufhed aft OVerbtartofg 
ariftoferacy, and had drawn a conclufion 
with refpeft to France, diametrically op-* 
pofite to what a politician, worthy of being 
the rival of Mably aftd Condillac,; Would 
have drawn. It is on this material point, 
that the king, approving highly of the 
plan, deigns to make his obje&ions. He 
informs M. Rivarol that he had neither 
foldiers to obey, nor courageous friends to 

B 2 
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affifthim; that t be revolutionary contagion 
WW become an epidemical difeafc, which 
ifwas impoifible to cwe f except by con- 
vincing *he 4>copie that they were the d*up& * 
of impoftors, who jyomifcd' them the re?- 
torn of the golden age. 

. What appears extraordinary in this let- 
ter, is, not that ftf. Rivarol flwuH prcfemt 
plans of counterrevolution, or that the 
king, knowing their fallacy, fhoujd rqjecfc 
them ; but that he (hould commit himfetf 
fo unguardedly to an empiriil, who, had he 
found it his intereft, would have made no 
Tcruple of betraying his' confidence. It 
^as at this epocha that the king iffued 
& proclamation, in which he (poke with 
indignation of the manoeuvres of perfons 
who were a&ive in exciting vain alarms, 
either by falfe interpretations of decrees* 
and throwing doubts on his intentions, as 
ill founded as they were injurious, or in 
concealing private interefts under the cloke 
of religion* The aiTembly, and the people 
of Paris, were thrown into ecftafy at-thip 
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new demonftration of the king's devoted-* 
nefs to the revolution. At that very mo- 
ment, his letter to the pope was on its way 
to Rome; and M. Rivarol was applauded 
for his plan of counter revolution, whicji 
was difcarded only fcepaufe it was imprac- 
ticable* 
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LETTRE XXXI. 

A M. J.E DUC DpRtEANS. 
Mon Coufip, $ Jain, 1790. 

MADAME. la ducheffe d'Orleans dc r 
tnande votre retour en France. Je re? 
pondrai aux jnftances de la vejtu, en lui 
accordant ce qu'elle defire. On croit ce- 
pendant que yotre retour ferait fiinefte a la 
tranquillite publique : on va jqfqu'a vous 
fiippofer des vues ambitieyfes... r ..Venez 
apprendre de yotre roi comme il faut etre 
Fran9ais, et comment on eft digne d'etre 
du fang de celui qui les gouverne. 

Louis. 
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LETTER XXXI. 
(TranJlation.J ' 

TO THE DUKE OF ORLEANS. 
My Coufin, June 3, 1700, 

THE duchefs of Orleans defires your 
return to France. I will yield to the en- 
treaties of virtue, by granting what (he 
afks. It is believed, however, that your 
return would be fatal to public tranquil- 
lity: it is even fuppofed that yott have 

ambitious views Come, and learn of 

your king what a Frenchman ought to be, 
and how you may become worthy of the 
blood of him who governs them. 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XXXIft LETTER. 

THERE is an appearance of dignity in 
this leffer to the duke of Orleans, whofe 
abjfence from France was enjoined after 
the affairs of the fifth and fixth of O&o- 
ber. Ths king hints his apprehenfions 
that the return of the duke might be fatal 
to public tranquillity; the obfervation 
and counfel which follow, contain more 
than hints ; and the breaks in the letter 
muft have given his coufin the meafure of 
the king's fentiments concerning him. 

The faction of the duke of Orleans has 
bqen much talked of in Europe. Th$t he 
was fometimes the inftrument of certain 
leaders of the popular party, admits of no 
doubt : but bis perfonal ambitiou was al-* 
ways rebuked by his incapacity ; he never 
arrived at the dignity of a chief. The 
king, however, appears to have had. a con* 
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trary conviftion ; anid die virtue ci the 
duchefs of Orleans was not a fafficieat 
motive to betray him into the weakneft of 
. permitting the duke'* return, had he had 
the power of preventing it. 

It appears to have \&ti in confeqoence 
of this permifllon that M. d'Orlean*, 
three weeks from the date of this letter, 
wrote to the king, fignifying his accep- 
tance. This anfwer he relates in a letter 
to the affembly, written a fortnight after* 
in which he informs his cottegues, that* 
whilft he was preparing for his departure! 
he received intimations from an aide-de- 
camp of M. de la Fayette to defer his 
journey, in the fear that ill-intent kmed 
people might rtiake ufe of his name to 
caufe further difturbances. The duke 
wiihes to know who are thofe Hl-iiiten- 
tioned people, and declares his purpofe 
of retiming his feat in the affembly, un- 
lefs he receive from the tegiflature an in- 
jundUon to the contrary. 
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r In ; the obfervations made by M. de 
b. Fayette on the letter of the dqke of 
Orl&ns to theaflembly, he fays, " After 
1#bat pafled between the 'duke of Orleans 
and me, in the, month of Gftobwy arid 
which I fhould not have mentioned, had 
he not thought fit to bring, it before the 
sfiemhly* I deemed- it -my duty to .inform 
him that., the fefl&Q teafcjis, which hfld 
determined him to accept his . miffioi*, 
might ftili fubfift.". It feems, from this 
intimation given to ML d'Orleans by , 
M. de la Fayette, that certain qircjnp- 
Ranees had occurred, or that certain' re- 
flexions had arifen, in the interval of the 
king's fetter and the duke 1 ? departure 
from London, which caufed his further 
^bfence from Paris to be judged* expedi- 
ent. The: obje& of this pretended miffioa 
to London was npw fufficfently cleajr 
and explicit. The diake thought it pru- 
dfcnt to yield at the time : but the p^rty 
to which he was fuppqfed to belong, hav- 
ing gained further af^ejidency, grew in- 
different to ML de la Fayette's fuggeftions* 
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M. d'Orleans returned to Paris, accord- 
ing to the king's permiffion, without any 
difpofitions (as the event proved) of avail- 
ing himfelf of the counfel — in the fenfe in 
which it was offered — of learning from 
the king how to be a 'Frenchman, and 
worthy of the blood of him who governed 
them. 
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V 



UETTRE XXXIL 



AU PAPfc PIE VI. 



Tris Saint Tore, 2 Jurllet, 1790. 

v J'AI vu les do&eurs que vous avez 
choifis, et j'ai confulte des theologiens efti- 
roables. On a du vous rendre compte des 
conferences qui ont eu lieu pendant 
quelques jours. II n'eft qu'une feule voix> 
et qu'un meme avis. On ne peut fane- 
tionner des decrets contraires aux ufages 
antiques de Veglife univerfelle, qui atta- 
quent dire&ement des dogmes facres, eta- 
bliffent parmi les eveques et le corps des 
pafteurs une hierarchic? nouvelle> et con- 
trarient la difcipline de^Teglife Gallicane* 
Dans la grande querejle qui divife le clerge 
de France, une grande partie des Fran9ais 
font declares pour les pretres dociles aux 
nouvelles loix ecclefiaftiques emanees de 
lafTemblee conftituaate. Mais 1'oppolU 
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tion a ce$ loix aouvelles compte potft fcg 
apologises et fes defenfeurs leg tbeol<pgieiu 
les plus eclaires r les dodteiirs to plus 
celcbres, la trSs grande majorite {pour a& 
pas dire Puniverfalite) des eveques dc 
legiife Gallicane, et tous les gens de b&at 
attaches au cuite de nos pe«s et a f an- 
cienne tradition. Si je refufe de fap&ionr* 
ner la conftitutkm civile du dergp, fl 
s'ele*e unc cr uelle periecution 3 j'attgmente 
le nqmhre des ennemis du tr&ne et de 
Tautel ; je fournis ua pretexte a Ja re- 
volte ; je double les raaux de la France* 
Si j'accorde ma ian6tioa, quel fcandak 
dans Teglife ! je livre a nos ennemis com- 
muns l'heritage du Chrift : je punis de 
teur zele, de ieur fidelity de levfr attach- 
ment, les miniftres du Seigneur qui ont 
refpe6te l'arche fainte ; j'ecarte le bon pa£- 
teur, et j'introduis les loups dans la ber- 
gerie. Oh ! qui daignera me guider, et 
m'indkjuer le parti que je dois fuivre? 
Tres faint pere ! e'eft en vous fcul que 
j'ai mis mon efpoir. L'eglife Gallicane re- 
clame tojute vptre follicitucje ; et le petit- 
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£1* de 5/. Louis, foumis au legitime fuc- 
teffeur de St. Pierre, vous demande non 
feiilement des confeils, - mais des ordres 
fpirituels, qu'il s'empreffera de faire execu- 
ter. Cependant, fi les confiderattons hu- 
maines pouvaient etre de quelque poids* 
fiTetat aftuel de la France pouvait obtenir 
quelque indulgence, fi dans les affaires 
du ciel on pouvait confulter celles de la 
terre, ne conviendrait-il pas que je priffe 
fe parti de temporifoc ? Le peuple Fran- 
£ais» toujours epris des nouveautes, oublic 
bientot ce qui fut Pobjet de fon enthou- 
fiafme : 1'idole qu'il eleve fut fpuvent ren- 
verfe le meme jour. Le terns, l'experi- 
cnce, le confeil des hommes fages, le ciel 
meme (qui punit la France de nos erreurs 
communes, de mes propres fautes, et qui 
peut fe laifler flechir), rameneront ce bon 
peuple, un inftant egare, au giron de 
Teglife, a fes ufages antiques, a fes vrais 
pafteurs. Mais le terns prefle; l'efprit 
impur a fouffie : tres faint pere, foyez 
Tinterprete cu ciel ! Hatez-vous de pro- 
noncer. Soyez Fange de luftiiere qui,dif- 
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fipe les tenebres* J'attends avec impa- 
tience votrc dccifion, et cctte bulk que 
ie clerge dc France follicite, que les 
eveques reclament, et qfue vous demande 
le fils aine de leglife toujours fidele an 
faint fiege. 

Louis. 
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XEXTEE XXXIL 

(Tranjlati&i.) 

TO POPE PIUS THE SIXTH* 

Mod Holy Father, Ju!y$r47#0* 

I HAVE feen the do&ofs of vrtioffi 
you made choice, and have tfonfulted fome 
eftimable theologians. The conferences* 
have been made known to you, which 
took place during fome days, and in 
which there was but one voice and one 
opinion. It is impoffible to fanftion de* 
crees which are contrary to the ancient 
ufages of the univerfal church* which at- 
tack dire&ly its holy dogma*, eftablifli 
among the biihops and the body of the 
clergy a new hierarchy, and which are 
hoftile to the discipline of the Gallicai* 
church- In the great quarrel which has 
divided the clergy of France* a confide- 
rable part of the French have declared 
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tkendfelves for the priefts who art docile 
to the new ecclefiaftical laws, framed by 
the conftituent aflfembly. But, in oppofi* 
tion to thofe laws* we find the namea of 
the moft enlightened theologians, the 
moft celebrated doftors, and the great 
majority (if not the univerfality) of the 
bifhops of the Gallican church, and all 
men of worth attached to the religion of 
our fathers, and antient tradition. If ,1 
fhould refufe to fandtion the civil confH- 
tution of the clergy, a cruel perfecution 
will arife ; I fliall augment the number 
of the enemies of the throne and altar, 
furnifh a pretext for revolt, and double 
the calamities of France. If I grant my 
fan&ion, what a fcandal in the church I 
I yield to our common enemies the inhe*- 
ritance of * Chrift ; I punifh the minifters 
of the Lord, who have refpe&ed the ark 
of the covenant, for their zeal, fidelity, 
and attachment; I drive away the good 
paftors, and introduce.the wolves intothe 
fheepfold. Ah b who will be my guide, 
and point out to one the path jvhjchl. 

VQL. II, ' .? ' 
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ought to follow ? Moft holy father ! in 
you ; I have placed my hope,, The Galil- 
ean church calls for ,all your folicitude ; 
and the defcendant of St* Lewis, fubmif- 
iive tg the legal fucceffor of St. Peter, de* 
i^ands, not only your counfels, but your 
spiritual orders, which he will haften to 
pat in execution. . If, however, human 
confiderations fhould be of any weighty 
if -the a&ual fituation of France were fuf- 
ceptible of any indulgence, if in the affairs 
pF heaven it were permitted to confult 
thofe of earth, would it not be proper for 
ine to temporife? The French people, 
sver allured by novelties, foon forget the 
t>bje£fc of their enthufiafm ; ^nd the idol 
ihey erefly is often in the fame day over- 
■thrown. Time, experience, the counfels 
©f prudent men, heaven itfelf (which pu- 
aiiflics France for our common errors, for 
jny perfdnal faults, and which wilt per- 
iiaps be appeafed) will bring back to 
she pale of the churchy- to their antient 
.ufages, and their true paftoj-s, . this good 
"^people, who for a moment have gone 
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aftray. But time preffes j the impure 

fpirit has breathed : moft holy father, be 
the interpreter of heaven— Haften, and 
pronounce | — Be the angel of light that 
difpels the darknefs ! I wait with impa- 
tience your decifion, and that bull which 
the clergy of France folicit, which the bi- 
fhops clakti, and which is required of you 
by the eldeft fon of fhe church, conftantly 

faithful to the holy fee, 

Lewis** 
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• OBSERVATIONS ON THE XXXIId LETTER. 

IT was fcareely to have been expe&ed 
.that the clergy, N who had held (o uncon- 
trolled and undifputed a dominion over 
*fce minds *nd confeiences of men, who 
for ages had been habituated to confider 
theiafches the conftituted authdrities of 
heaven, to regulate the concerns of earth, 
and who, proud of their celeftial origin, 
looked down with confeious fuperiority, 
not only on the common herd of man- 
kind, but alfo on thofe whofe dignity, 
unlike their own, was merely human ; it 
was fcareely to be expe&ed, that this firft 
order of the ftate, enthroned in all the 
dignity and fplendor of what the orator 
calls the " majefty of the church," would 
ever brook the injuries and infults which 
had been committed on the facrednefs of 
its rights, by that innovating pfyilofophy, 
called the " majefty of the people," The 
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clergy, unable to ftera this torrent of* 
herefy in the national afiembly, where not 
only the facrednefs of their rights had 
been violated, but the fan£tity of their 
perfons called in queftion, and where the 
church, of \ which they were the directors, 
was fuffered no longer to confer the honor 
of its alliance on the ftate, had indignantly 
fliaken the duft off their feet, and, by a 
formal proteft, difclaimed fellowship with 
thofe apoftate fons of perdition. But, 
though they had fought manfully on thi* 
hoftiie ground — though, in this arena, 
like valiant combatants they had diiputed 
every inch, and fell only becaufe overpow- 
ered, as they alftrt, by numbers, and not 
by arguments — they had not been idle in 
their refearches for foreign aid, nor incau- 
tious to fecure a retreat, if the chance of 
war fhould turn againft them 

Thefe obfervatione relate only to a por- 
tion of the clergy* The individuals of 
this order, compofing one fourth of the 
national affemljly, might be divided into 

F 3 
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three clafles * the papiftical clergy, ftedfaft 
in their attachment as well to the tem- 
poral authority of the court, as to the 
do&riries of the church, of Rome ; .the 
catholic clergy, or fuch as disputed the 
temporal authority of the court, but ad- 
hered to the doftrine of the church ; and 
the philofophic clergy (by fome calum- 
niated as.atheiftical), who rejefted both. 
Of this laft portion the number of confef- 
fbrs was too inconfiderable in the aflem- 
bly, to form a feft ; and, as they joined 
with either party as beft fuited their in- 
terefts, the whole may be refolved into 
the two great divifions firfr enumerated* , 
the papiftical clergy, and the catholic. 

. The papiftical clergy, lofing all hopes of 
obtaining juftice from judges fo prejudiced 
as were the immenfe majority or the .na- 
tional aflembly, and forefeeing at an early 
period the pervcrfenefs they had to op- 
pofe, and the innovations they had to com- 
bat, had already made their appeal to the 
court of Rome, and entered into an alii- 
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ance offenfive and defend ve with the holy 
fee, hot lefs a fufferer than themfelves ia 
this profane warfare againft the church. 
But the funple interpolation of this fpiii-. 
tual chief would have been of little avail; 
the weapons of his celeftial armoury hid 
grown rufty by difufe* the difplay of jt» . 
mimic thunder on the prefent occafion 
would have ferved to encourage, rather, 
than difmay; and its harmlefs corufca-y 
tions .might have fpirited children, as yet; 
only indocile and refraftory, into rebelli- v 
ous Titans, menacing the fan&uary oi; 
heaven. The papal fulmination, had; it; ;- ^ 
befen hurled thus unfeafonably, might havq # ' jfl 4 
been anfwered by the eftablifhxnent of pn^ . . v 
teftantifm in France; as the menaces of. 
the coalition of kings againft its political 
exiftence, at a later period, were anfwere4 » v * 
by that of a republic, r . 

The court of Rome faw the danger, ancj 
prudently forbore the difplay of its author 
rity, at a moment when the elevation pf * 
the public mind was fuch, that its authcv ^ 
rity would. have been overlooked .a^d de- >' 
F4 
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fpifed. But to do nothing was equally dan- 
gerous. While, therefore, the aflembly was 
aftive in reforming, the clergy were no lefs 
dftive in recruiting; and a formidable pha- 
lanx was raifed, and dikiplined, againft 
this eruption of refearch, and philofophy. 
The fpiritual chief of thefe troops of the 
church-militant was, rto doubt, the holy 
father himfelf : but -a temporal leader was 
fadifpenfable ; and this poft of honor and of 
danger was confided to its firft Con, the king 
of the French, who had already given in- 
difputable evidence that he was worthy of 
this facred truft. When the clergy, at the 
beginning of the revolution, macfc a volun-* 
tary furrender of their privileges, the king, 
in his letter* to the archbifhop of Aries, 
declared that he would never clothe this 
decree with his fan&ion ; and, in his firft 
letter -f to the pope on the civil conftitution 
of the clergy, he acquaints the holy fa- 
ther that the cry of his confcience forbade 
' him to fan&ion that work of darknefs. 



* Vftie the XX th letter df this coltetfibn. 
*f The XXIXth letter of this* coHeatoa. 
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This alliance between the difcontented 
clergy in France, and the pope, obtained 
therefore a zealous auxiliary in the perfon 
of Lewis the Sixteenth. An obje&ion to 
what has been ftated re(pe£ling the moral 
re&itude of the king, may here occur; and 
it may be demanded, how it was poffible 
for him to, reconcile his repeated declara- 
tions to the French nation, congratulating 
them on the acquifition of their liberties, 
of which he accepted the titlfe of Reftorer, 
iand thofe private negotiations with its moft 
determined foes, bent on underlining, and 
deftroying the revolution itfelf ? No apo- 
logy can indeed be made for want of moral 
te&itude; and we may doubt of the fa- 
crednefs of any religion* which can tempos 
rife with fraud, and fan&ify deceit. Far 
diftant be the idea that a religion, which 
is ftiH profeffed by fo large a portion of 
the human r&ee, fhowld inculcate a doc- 
trine which loofes git once eveiy tie of the 
focial world! Yet we ra&y be permitted to 
lament that any circumftances fhould ex- 
t#, m wh&h its cprfuj>tion6 ihouldhave fo 
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much oblcured its morality, that the firft 
principles of moral coriduft, even the cry of 
confeience, fhould become entangled in its 
fnares, or bend before its machinations. 

,Nor let this reflection be deemed irrele- 
vant. If we may be allowed to breathe a 
with in favor of a purer faith, Xo fofter the 
hope that a religion of divine origin may 
one day appear in its native and genuine 
character, fhrinking from all alliances that' 
contaminate its nature, 'and fpurning at 
thofe combinations of policy which would 
make it tjie inftrument of temporal power, 
it is in looking back, through the trou- 
blous vifta of the revolution, to the period 
when this^ letter was written, and in con- 
tracting the private correfpondent of the 
pope with the firft magiftrate of a free 
people. This letter had been only twelve 
days written, when we beheld the king in 
the auguft affembly of the people, on the 
day of the federation alter joining in the 
moft folemn aft of his religion, fwear in 
the face of heaven jyid earth to employ the 
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whole, of. the power delegated to him by the 
constitutional law of the ftate, to maintain 
the conftitution decreed by &ie national a£. 
fembly, and accepted by himfelf $ afnd to . 
execute the law, -This letter was then on 
its way to Rome; a letter in which we 
read, that, far from maintaining the confti- 
tution accepted by himfelf, or executing 
the laws decreed by the affembly, he not 
only will refufe to fanfrion part of its de- 
crees, but afks courifels from its moft in- 
veterate enemy, in whom alone he places 
his truft, alluring him of his earneftne&tb 
execute whatever orders he (hall think fit 
to fend him. From this tranfa&ion with 
an erroneous confidence, what mifeiies' 
have flowed both for Lewis*the Sixteenth 
and his country ! If a mind benevolently 
and pioufly difpofed cou}d reafon and aft 
thus, what muft be the morality of the re- 
ligion that admits fuchcompromifes? "Ah 
popery I" fays the fentimental preacher, 
"what mifchiefs haft thou not to anfwer 
for?" But to return to the letter 
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In confeqtience of the king's former di~ 
patches, the pope had chofen doftors to 
cbunfel and direft him. , The king informs 
his holinefs that he had feen thofe doctors, 
aswell as other " eftimable theologians." In 
the conferences which were held on this 
fobjedt, the verdift was unanimous againft 
the conftitution, found to contain decrees 
contrary to antient ecclefiaftical ufages, 
fubverfive of facred dogmas, and of the 
hierarchy and difcipline of the Gallican 
church. This is not the place to enter 
into the difcuffion of this fubjeft; or it 
might be eafily demonftrated that thefe 
dbftors in the conference had milled the 
king on each of thefe important topics; 
and that the error lay, not in the reforms 
decreed, but in the abufes which were yet 
fefFered to remain. All reformation, how- 
ever^ muft have a beginning;: and the con- 
ftituentaffembly advanced a confiderable 
ftep. Few enlightened believers of the pre-* 
fent day contend for the creeds, &s laid 
down by the reformers of the> fifteenth 
century: yet our obligations to them are 
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not the lefs for having firft cleared the 
road When the king therefore talks of 
antient ufages, he means the ufages then 
abolifhett . Had he confulted hiftory, ra- 
ther than his do&ors, he might eafily havd 
found the periods when thefe ufages had no 
exiftence, and confequently no connexion, 
with the primitive church. 

The king goes on to defcri^e the parties 
in this great quarrel which divided the 
clergy of France^ A confiderafcle pcfrrtioa 
of the French, he obferves, adhere to the 
.decrees of the ailembly; but amqjigft its 
opponents he numbers ."the moft' en- 
lightened theologians* the moft celebrated 
doctors, the very great majority (not to fey 
univerfality) of the bifhops of the Gallican 
church, and all good men attached to the 
wprihip of our fathers, and to antient tra- 
dition," Oa this enumeration no generous 
gdyerfer^ would choofe to make any re- 
mark. The hiftory of tl*e popes, and of the 
kings, anceftors pf Lewis the Sixteenth, 
f^ght have taught him. in what eftimation 



> 
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to hold thefe theologians, and thetr theo- 
logy- "When I read books of theology;** 
faid pope Celeftin, "I no longer cdmpre- 
hend the gofpel; and when I read the 
•gofpel, I no longer comprehend theolo- 
gy*/' — "My clergy," faid Chiiperic, "are 
the loculls of my kingdom. I fhall foon 
be forced, with my crutch in my hand* to 
beg alms from my bifhops-f ." — " I have 
laved Europe, fays Charles Martel, " from 
the Saracens : I could wifh alio to fave it 
from the ecclefiaftics, worfe than all the 
; Arabs of the univerfej." The theology, 
and tradition of the church being univer- 
sal, was then the fame as now; the ufages 
and cuftoms confequently the fame; that 
epocha which the prefumption of fcience 
and the pride of literature have entitled the 
age of barbarifm and darknefs, was the 
golden age of the church ; but even in* thofe 
remote tinles, fo great is the indocility and 



* Hiftory of the Popes by Platina. 
+ Velly, Hiftory of France, 
} Millot, Elements of Hiftory. 
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perverfenefs of mankind, we find kings that 
were .heretics, and popes that were philo- 
ibphers. 

The dilemma in which the king is placed, 
by granting or refufing h^s fanftion to the 
conftitution, is very forcibly reprefented. 
if he refufes, " a cruel perfecution is raifed: 
the number of enemies of the, throne and 
altar is increafed : a pretext for revolt is 
furnifhed ; and the evils of France are re- 
doubled." Thefe are certainly very* im- 
portant confiderations, and which, on 
minds of earthly mould, would exert a pre- 
ponderating influence : but in the oppofite - 
. fcale are placed evils which amply coun- 
terbalance the former. If the conftitution 
,be accepted, " what a caufe of fcandal to . 
the church, what a triumph to our com- 4 
mon enemies," (that is, the enemies of the 
pope and the king)"." in giving up the he- 
ritage of Chrift! — the minifters of tlie 
Lord, who have refpe&ed the holy ark, are 
puniftied for their fidelity and attachment: 
the good fhepherds are lcattered; and the 
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wolves are introduced into the ijieepfokj- 
Ch I who will deign to guide me, and 
point out the path I ought to follow V* 
Unhappy monarch ! into what hands wert 
" thou fallen ! . 

The addrefs which follows, forms too 
remarkable a contrail with the kings, pro- 
clamations, the repeated aflur&nces of his 
acquiefcence in the decrees of the affembly, 
and his oaths to maintain and execute 
them* not to merit particular obfervation. 
, c< Moft holy father, in you alone I have 
placed my hope. The Gallican church 
claims all your folicitude ; and the ^le- 
fcendant of St. Lewis, obedient to the legi- 
timate fucceflbr of St. Peter, demands from 
you not only advice, but fpi ritual orders* 
which he will be eager to execute. Never- 
thelefs, if human confideratioris are of any 
weight, if the a&ual ftate ( of France may 
obtain fojne indulgence, if in the affairs of 
heaven we may be permitted to confult 
thofe of earth, would it not be beft for 
jne to temporifq? The French people, ever 



allured by novelties, foon Forget the obje£E 
of their enthufiafm : the idol they raife, is 
often the fame day overthrown ; time, ex- 
perience, the counfels of wife men, heaven 
itfelf ...... will bring back this good 

people, mifkd for a moment, to, the pate 
of the church, to their antient ufages, and 
their true paftors." That thefe were the 
real fentiments of the king at the moment/ 
admits of little doubt. It cannot be pre-* 
fumed that he would be guilty of diflimu- 
latlon towards the head of the church i 
infincerity would have been folly, and, 
towards the vicegerent of heaven, im- 
piety. This? fuppofition is the lefs adrriif* 
fible, as the khig petitions for time. If, 
in th$ affairs of heaven, fome indtilgencd 
may be granted to thofe of earth, if human 
confiderations be of any weight, let my 
devoted zeal for the interefts of the infal- 
lible head of the church lead him to pardon 
me that 1 am thus meek ancf gentle with 
its butchers ! It is true, moft holy father, 
that, before thofe who call themfelves th6 % 
reprefentatives of the people, 1 havelatcly, 
and ill perfoft, declared that I will defend 

T.QL..II. © 
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and maintain conftitutional liberty, the 
principles of which have been confecrated 
by the general wifli, in accord with my 
own, I have declared that I will do more, 
that I will prepare the heart and mind of 
my fon lor this new order of things : I 
have ordered it to be proclaimed, that 
the monarch, and the reprefentatives of 
the nation are united in the fame fenti- 
ments ' and the fame wiflies, in order 
that this opinion, this firm belief, (hould 
fpread the fpirit of peace and good-will 
throughout France: I have even menaced 
with my indignation thofe who (hould 
prefume to doubt of the fincerity of my 
intentions; nay more, before this letter, 
reaches your hands, I fhall have fworn, ii} 
the prefence of the affembled nation, on 
the feftival called the federation, to keep 
inviolate, and to execute, that conftitution 
which I have accepted. But thefe declara- 
tions, which I do not mean to obferve* 
theie oaths, which iffued from my Kps r 
but pame not from my heart, are mere hu- 
man confideratbns ; condefcenfions to the 
affairs of earth, which you, who know all 
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things, will eafily know how to appreciate. 
I have now taken the refolution to tempo* 
rife. My people are light and frivolous : 
this airy enthufiafm for the revolution will 
foon be diffipated; this idol of yeftefday 
will be overthrown tomorrow, perhaps to- 
day; and, when I (hall have expiated the 
faults I have myfelf committed, and for 
which I am now punifhed by heaven, its 
relenting mercy will bring on a counter- 
revolution: liberty, the conftitution, and 
the impure fpirit which has breathed, will 
be chafed away into night -, and the church 
of France, like the phoenix, will rife more 
glorious and triumphant. 

But to give thofe royal difpofitions their 
due and proper effeft, the a&ive exertions 
of the fpiritual head were indifpenfably and 
preflingly neceffary., " Moft holy father," 
continues the king, " be the interpreter of 
heaven! pronounce quickly! Be the angel 
of light to diflipate the darknefs. I await 
with impatience for your decifion, an4 
for the bull which the clergy of France 
c 2 K 
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ioficits, iwhkh the bifhops recjueft, and 
Tfrhich is demanded by the eldeft fon of 
*hs church, ever faithful to the holy 

* When this famous hull, which juftified 
the rebellion of the clergy, appeared irt the 
"beginning of the following year, it was ge- 
nerally concluded, from certain paffagesr, 
that the king, though in a more foftened 
tnannfcr, had fallen, as well as the national 
iafiembly, under the difpleafure of the court 
t>f Rome: "Whilft," fays the holy father 
jn this bull, « we were given up to thefS 
cares," (that is, in fympathifing with the 
French clergy, and exhorting them . to 
unite their tears and fupplications with 
bur own) "news ftill more defolating 
ftrike our ear? we learn that the national 
aflertibfy^— that is toTay, the majority — to- 
wards the middle of the month of July; 
have jrablifhed a decree, which, under 
pretence of eftablifhing only a civil confu- 
tation of the' clergy, as the title feemed to 
SSflbunce, 0¥erthrew in reality the mbfl 
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Sacred dogmas and the moft fblemn difcfc. 
pline of the churchy deftroyed the rights 
of the firft apoftolic fee, thofe of the bi- 
shops, of the priefts, of the religious orders 
of both fexes, and of the whole catholic 
communion; abolifhed the moft holy cow* 
monies, took poffeffion of the eccleftafticai 
<lomains and revenues, and introduced fnch 
calamities as could fcarcely have been be- 
lieved, had they not been felt. We hare 
not been able to avoid (huddering at the 

reading of this decree, But, to increai* 

our grief, towards the end of Auguft, wc 
received a letter from our dear fern in Jefiis 
Chrift, Lewis the Sixteenth, his moft Chris- 
tian majefty, in which he prefles us in the 
moft earneft manner, to confirm by our 
authority, at le^ft provifionalty, five articles 
decreed by the atfembly, and already clothed 
with the royal fan&ion, Though thofe ar* 
tides appeared to us contrary to the ca-c 
nons, neverthelef^ out of regard to the 
.king, we thought it pur duty to temporife 
in our aufwer, and write tq him that wa 

<* 3. 
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would fubmit thofe articles to a congrega- 
tion of cardinals, &c. &c." 

The firft remark that occurs in compa- 
ring this letter with the bull, is the accor- 
dance of fentiment, between the pope and 
ihe monarch, refpettinjg the labors of the 
national aflembly. There was nothing no- 
vel in the difcoveries of the holy father: 
thofe inveftives againft the conftitution 
had been uttered, even to fatiety, by the 
«difcontented clergy; and it was natural 
that they ftiould be rehearfed by the pope. 
In this confederation, however, no one ex- 
pected to have found Lewis the Sixteenth. 
But, while the nation was enthufiaftic in its 
applaufes of the king of the French, while 
every eye was raifed towards the reftorer of 
liberty, as he gave the folemn pledge of his 
attachment to the new order of things, the 
monarch had drawn up an aft of indictment 
againft his regenerated country, and was 
calling for judgement from its moil inexo* 
xablefoe. 
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It has generally been thought, and the, 
conclusion was patural, that the pope in 
the prefcnt inftance had inftru&ed the 
Jang: but we now find that it was the 
king who had excited the pope. In this 
ipiritual diplomacy there was much ad* 
drefs. The affairs of the church, moft 
holy father, are peculiarly yoiirt. I give 
you intimation of my real opinions: but, 
before the nation, I muft appear a convert 
to its dodlrines, and the aflertor* of its 
rights. I cannot wield the fword of autho- 
rity againit this irruption of herefy and 
fchifm: but you may fulminate in fecurity 
from the citadel of the church; and, if a 
fplinter from the thunderbolt fhould glance 
by me, it will remove every fufpicion of 
any alliance in the common caufe* 

As the king was thus ftrenuous in the 
defence of the altar, the pontiff could not 
fail returning his kindnefs, and declaring 
his fentiments in fupport of the throne. 
That the papal bull ihould impugn the 
heretical proceedings of the affembly, was 
«^ 



4% CORRESPONDENCE OF 

rc^fonable enough. His holaiefs; the 
^opftituted guardian of papal rights, afted 
in chjira&er ; but this was only an aft of 
felivdefence : a fentiment of generofity led 
ljim to take a wider range A and to ani- 
madvert on the principles of the revolu* 
tion itfdf „„...." 1% is with thU view," fays 
the pope, c< that they ha^ve eftablilhed, ad 
aright of man in fociety, that abfolute lw 
Vf r ^y? which not only affures the fight of 
^eing unmotefted on account of religious 
opinions, but which grants the liberty of 
thinking, of fpeaking, of writing, and 
even of printing, with impunity, in mat* 
ters of religion, fill thflt the moft ijnre^ 
flrained imagination teay feggeft ; a 
fb^eklng fight which neverthelefs ap-> 
pears to the^ffembly.to refult from the 
equality and liberty natural to all men* 
Bttf: what cgn be more monftrous than to 
<£ablifh among men this phrenfied liberty 
and ©quality, which feems to ftifle reafon* 
the moft precious gift which nature hag 
givep to n$an* and the only one which 
^nmflm .klm from wiiaals f" T)& 
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proofs of thofe aflertioos are equally clear 
with the text! <€ God/* lays the pope* 
< c after having created man, after having 
eftabliftied him in a place of delighta-— did 
he not threaten him with death, if he ate- 
the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of . 
good and evil? and, by this firft order, 
did he not put bounds to his liberty? 
Human fociety, fays St. Auftin, is no- 
thing elfe x than a general convention 
to obey kings 5 and it is not fo.much 
from the focial compa6l, as from God 
himfelf, the author of all good and 
juftice, that the power of kings derives its 
force/' We had always been led td think 
more highly of St. Auftin's difcernment : 
but the apophthegms of an African iaint> - 
pn matters of civil government, are of 
little importance, Thefc principles, who* 
pver was their inventor* and the logic 
which the pope brings to their fupport* 
are worthy of each other. Jt was fcarcely 
to be expedted, at the clofe of the eigh- 
teenth century, that we fhould have {ecu 
foch paradoxes obtruded pn the world by 
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any authority ; were it not, that, driven 
from every part of the focial and intel- 
k&ual fyftem, they had found refuge in 
the conclave of cardinals, and compoftd 
part of the (tores in the arfenal of the 
Vatican. 
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LETTRE XXXIII. 

AM.LE DUC DE POXIGNAC. 

38 Novenabre, 1790. 

LE tendre interet que voua nous te- 
moignez, monlieur, porte quelque allege* 
ment dans notre pofition. Vos lettres 
font toujours attendues avec impatience, 
et lues avec fenfibilite : fouvent j'ai fur- 
pris la reine verfant des larmes, lorfque je 
lui communiquais celles de madame de 
Polignac. 

Ceux qui, fous le pretexte fpecieux de 
tout regenerer, fapent les bales de la mo- 
narchic, n'ont point diminue d'audace de- 
puis votrc depart. Les maux de la 
France augmentent prqgreffivement d'une 
maniere effrayante* Plus je medite l'hi- 
ftoire de mes ayeux, plus je fuis convaincu 
que nous fonunes a la veille de la fubver-* 
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fion la plus cruelle dans fes refultats. II 
etait fi facile d'operer le bien, lorfque moi- 
tneme j'allais au devant de tout ce que lc 
peuple pouvait raifonnablement ambition- 
ner t Je n'ai du moins rien a me repro- 
cher : j'ai tout fait pour etouffer les haines, 
prevenir les efprits, et concilier les coeurs. 
Aujourdliui les agitateursfeignent defoup- 
^onner la purete de mes intentions. Les 
perfonnes 'honnctes qui ont conferve de 
i'attachement pour irnoi, font principale- 
roent en butte a tous les outrages d'une 
licence . fans Frein. Chaque jour vait 
tSdore des projetsplus ou moins defaftreux. 
5ans moyens repreffifs, je fais feul tetea 
Forage ; mais cela peut-il durer long 
tem$ ? Adieu, monfieur! Nous 'confer- 
Voris toujours pour vous les plus aflfe&ueux 
fentimens, 

Louis, 



,. t i 
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!LETTE£ XXXIII. 

(Tranflation.) 

TO THE DUKE OF POLIGKAC. 

November 18, 1790.- - 

THE tender intercft which you expreft 
for as, fir, fefves to alleviate our fituatioxu 
Your letters are always expected with im- 
patience, and perufed with fenfibility $ and 
I have often furprifed the queen fhedding 
tears while I imparted to her the letters of 
toadairte de Polignac. The men who* 
under the fpe^ious pretext of regenerating 
all things, undermine the foundations of 
the monarchy, have not become lefs daring 
fince your departure. The diforders of 
France augment in the moft alarming pro- 
greflion ; and the more I meditate on the 
hiftory of my forefathers, the more I am 
convinced that we are on the eve of a fub- 
verfion the moft cruel in its confequences. 
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It was fo eafy to efie&uate good* while 
I myfelf anticipated the defiles of the 
people in all they could reafonably hope t 
I have at leaft no fubjeft of felf-reproach. 
t have done all that was poffiblc, to fmo- 
th^r animofity, calm men's minds, and 
conciliate their hearts. The fomentors of 
trouble now afFeft to fufpeft the purity of 
my intentions. Men of prQbity, who have 
remained ftedfaft in their fidelity towards 
me, are particularly expofed to the ou- 
trages of this unbridled licentioufnefs. 
Ev&y day gives birth to projects more or 
lefs difaftrous. .Without any means of 
repreflion, I ftem alone the ftormy torrent : 
but can I long refift > Farewell, fir i We 
ihall always cherifh for you the moft 
affe&ionate fentiments. 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XXXIUd LETTER. 

THOSE who were converfant with 
the manners and ufages of the late court, 
who knew with what effrontery the Po- 
lignacs abufed the bounties of the king, 
the manner in which he was treated, even 
in the prefence of the queen, by thofe in- 
folent favorites ; and the public fcandal to 
which their conduct, puflied to the laft 
cxceffes of the mod diflblute libertinifin, 
gave rife, will hear with aftonifhment of 
the impatience and fenfibility, with which 
their letters were expe&ed and read, and 
the affectionate ftyle in which they were 
anfwered. 

It might from thence be concluded by 
fuch as were unacquainted with the hif- 
tory of thole perfonages, either that the 
reproaches which have been made them 
were calumnious, or that the king had 
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found nothing in their conduft which he 
deemed reprehenfible ; and was therefore 

sn indirect participator in their guilt. A 
flight furvey, however, of the chara&er 6f 
this prince, as it is portrayed in tbefe let- 
ters, iftay fuffice to folve this dilemma. 
He«ry> when he faw Falftaff extended on 
the field of battle, exclaims, that "he 
could have better fpared a worthier man." 
The family of the Polignacs, though they 

" had contributed more than any other to 
the corruption of the court* and confer 
quently to all the di (graces and misfor- 
tunes which had befallen it, had rendered 
themfclves fo neceflary, and familiar to 
royal habitudes, that their abfencewas a 
leal fource of regret. The king, though 
free from every taint which public opi- 
nion had fixed on his court, was accuf- 
tomed to meet thofe perfons in fcenes 
of licenfed gaiety > and, furrounded as he 
was, at the moment of reading and writ- 
ing thefe letters, by a fierce democracy, 
with the noife of liberty, equality, and the 
rights of man, for ever obtruding on his 
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ekr, we muft not wonder ii> he lookaj 
back, with fenfibility and regret, to that 
period, when, after the toils of the chafe* 
or the labors of the anvil, which were his 
favorite occupations* he could, devoid, of 
care, be admitted into the queen's parties, 
to while away an hour in convivial mirth 
or decent diffipation. v 

After exprefling his perfonal feelings, 
the king gives his correfpondent 3 Iketcb 
of the country. Since the departure of the 
Polignacs, the pvils of France had incteafed 
in a dreadful progreffion. .It was on the 
eve of the fourteenth of. July that thefe 
emigrants, with the count D'Artois, e& 
caped from Verfailles. Since that period, 
the Baftille had fallen, the nobility and 
clergy had furrendered their feudal privi- 
leges and titles, the conftitution had been 
framed, and the king had avowed himfetf 
the guarantee and defender of the rights 
and liberties of the people. This, epochs 
has 'generally been confidered as the moll 
glorious and happy of the revolution 5 
vol. u. h 
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but, to Lewis, when writing to the Po^ 
lignacs, it wote the appearance of horror 
and defolation. 



It is impoflible to read this letter with- 
out obferving with what facility the king 
lent his mind to delufion, not only rcfpeft- 
ing others, but himfelf. He might proba- 
bly think that he had done more than he 
ought in the way of revolution $ an opinion 
which the Polignacs fhared. But how lit- 
tle muft he have entered into communion 
with his own lieart, when he complains 
that the agitators pretend to fufpeft the 
purity of his intentions ! How pure his 
intentions were, in the fenfe in which he 
would wifh the phrafe to be underftood, 
may be colle&ed from the laft and a few 
preceding letters ; but it is fcarcely candid 
to comment on thofe phrafes too curioufly, 
elpecially when the party to whom they 
are addrefled is the family of the Po- 
lignacs. 
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LETTRE XXXIV; 

AtJ ROI b'ANGLETERk^i 

Paris; 179<J. 

j'AI a rile piaihdre de votre minift&re • 
fet je me plains a vous. II a, dit-on* a 
Venger de vieilles injures j et la guerre de 
l'Amerique fe retrace a fbn fouVenin Ce 
n'eft pas* le lieu d'exairiiner fi j'ai bien ou 
mal fait de me meler des infurges Ameri- 
eains : ma profeffion de toi a ete, jpour 
ainfi dire, publique $ et peut-etre que je 
pourr&is rappeler avee honneur mon opi- 
nion en cette cireonftance* Mais la 
gtierre que la France fit alors a TAngle- 
terre etiit frdnche et.loyale. Nos guer* 
riers fur terre et fur mer moiflbnnaient 
des lauriers* A prefent on fe bat dans 
Tombre $ et on profite de mes malheurs* 
et des troubles de la France, pour perdre 
le monarque et la monarchic ^ on dirait 
h 2 
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meme que je fuis le point de mire de tous 
les ennemis de la' France. Ce qui m'af- 
flige, c'eft qu'on profite de votre bonne 
volonte pour moi, pour exciter des trou- 
bles, fervjr le parti des n^vateurs, et em- 
pecher le retour du bon ordre. Les tetes 
couronnees doivent fe proteger : elles fe 
combattent loyalement -, mais elles fe 
pretent awe la meme loyaute un mutuel 
fecoursu Fakes cefler, je vtais en prie, le 
zele de ceux qui en Angleterre paraitront 
vouloir fcrvir leur pays en nuifant a la 
France et a fon roi. Ce fera ajouter a ma 
reconnaiflarice et a mon attachement pour 
votre majefte. 

Louis. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

(Tranjlatiotu) 

TO THE KING OF ENGLAND*.. 

Paris, 1790, 

I HAVE reafon to complain of your 
miniftry ; and it is to yourfelf that I ad- 
drefs my complaints. They have, it is 
faid, old injuries to revenge, and the Ame- 
rican war prefents itfelf to their memory. 
This is not the moment to examine whe- 
ther I afted well or ill, by interfering in 
the concerns of the infurgent Americans : 
my profefliori of faith was almoft public ; 
and perhaps I might recall, with honor* 

* Thi* letter was not fent to. the king of England. 
The privy-council of Lewis the Sixteenth were fearful of 
degrading the dignity of the monarch* by flittering him to 
take an ufelefs meafure. We read at the bottom of the ori- 
ginal, " Sketch of a letter to the king of England.*— -Note of 
the French Editor. 

H3 
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my opinion on thofe events. But thg 
war, then parried pn by France againft 
England, was frank and loyal $ and our 
warriors on land and Tea reaped laurels. 
At prefent we fight in the dark : and ad T 
vantage is taken of my misfortunes, and 
the troubles of France, to deftroy the 
monarch, and the monarchy. I feem, in- 
deed, to be the peculiar mark pf all the 
enemies of France ; and what particularly 
affli&s me, is that they avail themfelves of 
your good-will towards me, in order to 
excite troubles, to ferye thefaftion of inno r 
vators, and prevent the return of order. 
Crowned heads ought to prpteft each 
pther : they employ openly, when in hofti- 
lity, the force of arms ; but with the fame 
franlpiefs, they afford each qther mutual 
fuccour. Put a flop, I befeech ypu, to the 
zeal of thofe perfons in England, who pre- 
tend to ferye their country by injuring 
Franpe, and her king: you will, by fp 
doing, increafe my gratitude and attach-: 
jnent to your majefty, 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XXXIVth LETTER. 

THIS letter, it appears, was written to 
the king of England, on the fuppofition 
that the Britifh minifters had been a&ive 
in promoting the caufe of the French re- 
volution. The motive for this aft of ho- 
ftility is ftated to be the remembrance of 
the American war, ahd a defire to revenge 
the injuries which the Britifh crown had 
received from the difmemberment of the 
American colonies, facilitated by the alii-* 
ance of the infurgents with France. The 
king appears to confidcr himfelf at prefent 
in a fimilar fituation with refpeft to his 
own fubje&s, to that in which he had con- 
tributed to place the king of England; 
but pleads that the prefent moment was 
not the time to enter into explanations 
whether he did right or wrong, to mingle 
himfelf with the caufe of the American 
colonies, and appeals to the opinions 

H 4 
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which ht individually entertained at that 
time, and which were f\jch as it became a 
king to entertain*. 

If we look back to the period when' the 
king wrote this letter, ,we may difcover 
that his remonftrances were in part well- 
foundedi The Britifh minifter had joined 
ki the general exultation which filled every 
heart that* beats for the freedom And 
happinefs of mankind ; he- had fhared 
that facred glow whith animates every 
true Britifh bofom, when the caufe of li-» 
berty is the fubjeft of conteft. In the firft 
debates on the French revolution which 
took place in the Britifh parliament, the 
minifter declares that he was " pcrfuaded 
the troubles of France would terminate in 
general harmony and regular order ; that, 
when the tranquillity of that country was 
reftoredy it would prove freedom rightly 
junderftepd ; freedom refulting from good 
♦order 'and good government 5 and that, 

■ y , - a . . .. • m * . ■ ■ ■ ; ■ : t-« 

k- " *VHe.VoLHJ.. 



LEWIS XVI. l« 

thus circumftanced, France would ftand 
forward as one of the moil brilliant pow- 
ers in . Europe." That fuch language as 
this fhould be difpleafing to the king, is 
natural, and juftifies the mode of com- 
plaint which he makes in the opening of 
his epiftle. 

But, inftru&ed, as Lewis no doubt was. 
In the parliamentary hiftory of England, 
it is Angular he fhould have forgotten that 
the minifter who s *ufed this feditious lan- 
guage in favor of French liberty, had been 
3 Hill more ardent defender of the caufe of 
liberty in America, and that, in this con-, 
teft, they had both fought on the fame 
fide. " I am perfuaded," faid this minifter, 
ff and will affirm, that the wax* of the Bri- 
ttifli government againft the liberties of 
that . country is v a moft accurfed, wicked, 
barbarous, cruel, unnatural, unjuft, and 
v diab>olical war ; that it was conceived in 
Injuftice, nurtured, and brought forth in 
folly ; that its footfteps were marked 
with blood, (laughter, perfecution, and 
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devaftatibn of every kind* and that, in its 
profecution, every thing was to be found 
which conftitutes moral depravity. The 
cxpenfe of it was enormous, much beyond 
any former expenfe; and yet what had 
the Britifh nation received in return? 
Nothing but a feries of inefFe&ive vi&ories* 
or fevere defeats — vi&ories only celebrated 
with temporary triumph over our bre- 
thren* whom we would trample down and 
deftroy — or narratives of the glorious ex- 
ertions of men firuggling in the holy caufe 
a^bcrty:' 

The general arguments, ufed by Lewis 
the Sixteenth in order to prevail with the 
ling of England to check this revolution 
nary fpirit in has miniftry, appear more rea- 
fonable* " Crowned heads ought to pro- 
left each other: they fight loyalty; but 
with the fame loyalty they lend each other 
afliltance." That is, in all contentions 
between princes, fuch as have hitherto de* 
folated the world, and made it a vale of 
tears> the people are either condemned to 



LEWIS XVL tt* 

» tame and filent acquiefcence in the mi- 
feries of war, or are forced into a£ts of mu- 
tual (laughter and devaluation, which the 
king calls reaping laurels for the glory of 
their refpp&ive matters : but, whenever 
the ppople become (o enlightened as to fit 
down themfelves, and count the coft of 
thofe expenfive operations, of which thej 
bear the whole burden, then it is that 
crowned heads, who have fought fo loyally; 
ought to lend mutual aid againft a com- 
mon foe, which the king chara&erifes by 
the " feft of innovators, who prevent 
fhe Return of good order/' 
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LETTRE XXXV. 

ji MADAME LA PRINCESSE BE IAMBALLE. 

/• (Sans date.) 

VOUS avez trouve,madame, a la courde 
St* James, une terre hofpitaliere, un peo- 
ple tranquille, et fier des loix qui le pro- 
t£gent$ un monarque cher a' la nation 
Anglaife, et digne, par fes vertus, de ion 
amour. Vous devez etre heureufe * et 
vous voulez nous facrifier votre bonheui'; 
vous voulez revenir pres de nous, partager 
nos peines et celles de la reine\ Ce de- 
vouement eft trop noble et trop genereux, 
pour que je ne vous engage pas a en fuf- 
pendre Texecution encore quelque tems. 
Ce fera nous prouver que vous nous 
aimez, que de vous conferver pour des 
jours plus heureux, fi nous pouvons encore 
les efperer. Le prefent eft afFreux! quel 
fera notre avenir ? Dieu et les medians 
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feds lc favent. Nous defirons fans doute 
beaucoup vous voir; mais nous ne vous 
aimerions que pour nous, fi nous ne balati- 
cions pas vos tendres fentimens par la pri- 
ere la plus inftante de ne pas vous expo- 
fer dans un moment ou tous les crimes 
ont leur impunity et tous les exces leurs 
approbateurs, 

Agreez, madame, les afTurances du plus 
tendre et du plus fincere attachetnent. 

Lpuis. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

(TmnjUition.) 

TO THfi PRINCESS OF LAMBALtfcV 

(Without date.) 

YOU have found, madam, at the court 
©f St* James's, an hofpitable land, a people 
in tranquillity, proud of the Jaws by 
which they are protected, and a monarch 
dear to the Englifh nation, and worthy of 
their affe&ion by his virtues. You can- 
not but be happy ; and you would facri- 
fice your felicity for us $ you propofe re- 
turning to Ihare my forrows, and thofe of 
the queen. This devotednefs is too noble 
and too generous, not to lead me to per- 
fitade you to fufpend, for fome time, the 
execution of your purpofe. You will give 
us a proof of your attachment, by preferr- 
ing yourfelf for happier days, if we may 
ftill hope for fuch. The prefent is horri- 
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blc : what will futurity do for us ? — God, 
and the wicked, alone know. We, no 
doubt, wifli much to fee you ; but we 
fhould love you only for ourfelves, if we 
did not counterbalance your tender fenti- 
ments by our moil earned entreaties that 
you will not expofc your fafety at a period 
when all crimes find impunity, and all ex- 
ceffes meet with approbation. 

Receive, madam, the affurance of the 
moft tender and fincere attachment. 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS O ti THE XXXVth LETTER* 

THE name of madame de Lambalie 
recalls one of thofe horrible epochal 
which have done more towards render- 
ing the caufc of the revolution and li* 
berty odious, than all the declamations 
and fophiftry which have been urged a- 
gainft them* 

This letter being without a date, it 
is difficult to know the precife moment 
in which it was Written. The king has 
charadterifed it in a few words — " the 
prefent is hideous : what will be the fu- 
ture ?" It appears, however, to have been 
written in the courfe of the year 1790, 
when none of thofe events fo difgraceful 
to the revolution had taken place, and 
when, had the % king been fincere in his 
public profeflions, the palace of the Tuil- 
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leries, and France, might have been 
found as fafe an afylum for madame 
de Lamballe, as the court or the coun- 
try of which the king makes the eu- 
logium, 
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- LETTRE XXXVI. 

> A Mj DE MALESHERBES. 

/ 

(Sans date.) 

VOUS pretendez, mon cher Males* 
herbes, que je dois demander le veto, t% 
que je dois regarder cet atte de fouve-* 
jrainete comme le plus beau privilege de la 
monarchic chez ijn peuple libre. Que 
peuvent etre pour moi des droits nou- 
veaux, lorfque j'ai fait le facrifice de cpux 
dont les fiecles avaient fan&ionne la ne- 
ceffite, tt qui faifaient le plus bel qrne- 
ment de ma courojme ? Je ne demande- 
rai rien : mais je laiffe aux vrais amis de 
Ja revolution, et a votre eloquence, moQ 
cher Malefherbes, le foin d'acquerir cebeau 
droit que je crois p ropre a faire aimer la 
liberty a la cpnfplider, eta rendre plus au- 
gufte et plus . digne des Fran£ais le rot 
cpnftitutionnel qu'on veut leur donner. 



s 



\ 
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» 

Agiffez, mon cher Malelherbes, et lbyez 
fur de ma reconnaiflance. J'ai fait droit 
a vos demandes. Soyez] perfuade que les 
lervices que vous me rendez ne fortiront 
jamais de ma memoire : puiffe-je un jour 
les recompenfer en roi ! 

Louis. 



I 2 
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LETTER XXXVL 
(Tranjknion.) 

* TO M. DE MALESHERBES. 

(Without data.) 

YOU pretend, my dear Malefherbes^ 
that I ought to demand the veto, and to, 
ponfider this a6t of fovereignty as the 
firft privilege of the monarchy among a 
free people. What avail new rights tp 
me, who have facrificed thofe of whicfy 
ages had fanftioned the n'eceffity, and 
which were the brighteft ornament of my 
crown? I will afk nothing: but I leave 
to the real friends of the revolution, and 
to your eloquence, my dear Malefherbes, 
the care of acquiring for me this noble 
right, which appears to me calculated tq 
infpire the love of liberty, to confolidate 
it, and to render the conftitutional king, 
whom they would give the French, more 
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^uguft, and' more worthy of the people. 
Go on, ^y dear Malefherbes, and be af- 
fured of my gratitude. I have complied 
with your fequefts ; be perfuaded that the 
iervicesyoii render me will never be effaced 
from my remembrance : may I one day 
' recompenfe them in a manner worthy of 
a king ! 

Lewis; 



»3 



118 CORRESPONDENCE OF 



Observations on the xxxvith letter. 

THIS Jetter, without date, appears to 
have been written in the beginning of the 
year 1790, when the queftion concerning 
the veto was debating, which was after- 
wards decreed to be fufpenfive. The king 
at firft feems carelefs about this preroga- 
tive, and does not conceal from M. dc 
Malefherbes his chagrin at the lofs of 
what he calls his royal rights, of which 
ages had fan&ioned the neceffity, and 
which formed the faireft ornament of his 
crown. This fullen indifference, however, 
paffes quickly acrofs his mind 5 and he in- 
ftru&s his minifter to ufe all his efforts to 
clothe him with this prerogative, which he 
• afterwards ftyles un beau droits fitted to 
confolidate liberty, as well as make it be- 
loved, and render more auguft, and worthy 
of the French, the conftitutional king 
whom they were defirous of obtaining. 
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The difference of ftyle in the king's let- 
ters to his friends is not unworthy of re* 
mark* To the former babituls of the court, 
together with the pope, the revolution 
was all horror and chaps j the prefent was 
hideous, and the future ftill more dreadful. 
Malefherbes was the friend of rational li- 
berty : he was a Mentor, whofe frowns 
the monarch dreaded; and, though he 
might for a moment complain of the de*- 
fpoiled privileges he had loft, he fmooths 
the wrinkles of his old minifter, by talking 
of the valuable rights which he has 
gained* 



*f 



100 CORRESPONDENCE OF 



LETTRE XXXVll. 
A M* L* ABBE MAURY, 

• * • 3 Fevrier, 1791* 

M. L'ABBE, vous ave£ lc courage des- 
"Ambroije, l'eloquencedesChiyfoftome. La 
•fiaine de bien des gens vous environne. 
Comma un autre Bofftret, il vous eft im- 
poffible tie tranfiger avec Terreur 5 et 
vous etes, oomme le favant eveque de 
l\Ieaux, en butte a la calomnie. Rien ne 
m'etonne de votre part. Vous avez le 
zele d'un veritable miniftre des autels, et 
le cceur d'un Fran9ais de la vieille mohar* 
chie. Vous excitez^ mon admiration; 
mais je redoute pour vous la haine de nos 
ennemis communs :'• ils attaquent a la fois 
le tf one et l'autel j et vous les defendez 
Tun et l'autre. II y a quelques jours, fans 
votre imperturbable fang froid, fans vos 
ingenieufes rcparties, je perdais un Fran^ais 
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totalement devoue a la caufe de fon roi, et 
Teglife un de fes defenfeurs les plus elo- 
quens* Daignez fonger que nous avons 
befoin de vous ; que vous nous etes ne* 
ceflaire, et qu'il n'eft pas toujours utile et 
toujours bien de s'expofer inutilement a 
des perils. Certains. Ufez avec moderation , 
de cts talens, de ces connaiffan^ces, de ce 
courage, dont vos amis et moi tirohs va- 
nity Sachez tempQrifer : la prudence eft 
ici bien neceflaire : votre roi vous en eon*' 
jure— trop heureux, s'il peut un jour s'ac- 
-quitter envers vous, et vous prouver fa 
reconnaiflance, fon eftime, et fan amitie. 

Louis* 
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« LETTER XXXVlL 
(Trariflation.J, 

TO THE ABBE: MAURY. 

February 3, 1791. 

MONSIEUR I/abbe, you have the 
courage of Ambrofe, and the eloquence of 
Chryfoftom. You are^an objett of hatred 
to many, fince, like Boffuet, it is impofli- 
ble for you to capitulate with error ; and, 
like the learned bifhop of Meaux, you are 
a mark for calumny. Nothing from you 
aftonifhes me : you have the zeal of a 
true minifter of the altar, and the heart of 
a Frenchman of the old monarchy. While 
you excite my admiration, I fear for you 
the hatred of our common enemies, who 
attack at once the throne and the altar, 
while you are the defender of both. Some 
days paft, had it not been for your admi- 
rable prefence of mind, your ingenious re- 
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partees, I fhould have loft a Frenchman 
entirely devoted' to the caufe.of his king— 
and the church, one of its moft eloquent 
defenders. Deign to remember that we 
(land in need of you, that you are necef- 
iary to us, and that it is not always ufeful, ' 
or always laudable, to expofe ourfelvcs 
ncedlefsly to certain danger. Employ with 
moderation thofe talents, that knowledge, 
and that courage, which, to your friends 
and me, are a fource of triumph. Learn 
to temporife : your king conjures you to 
make ufe of that prudence which is now 
become neceffary — too happy, if he fhould 
one day be ei>abled to acquit himfelf to- 
wards you, and prove to you his gratitude, 
efteem, and friendfhip. 

Lewis. 
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bBSERVATIONS 0*J THE fcXXVlfth LETT E&; 

THE tiioft intrepid, dnd pcrhaj>s thd 
tftoft tjoquent defender, in the eonftituent 
'fcfiembly, of abuies in the church, and in 
,the old government of France^ was -the 
abbe Maury. Born in the Iowfer claffes of 
^focietyjhe had railed himfelf to confide- 
jfeblfc eminence in the church, as far as re- 
lated to eccleliailkal benefices $ and, by 
, his diligence and perfeverance, had the old 
•fabric Continued, would have no doubt 
.attained ftill higher preferments. He was 
a man of fome elevation of mind, and in- 
dependence of chara&er ; too openly im- 
inoral to be a hypocrite, and placing the 
defence which he made for things as they 
were,' on its proper and -legitimate biifisj 
the inconvenience which would arife from 
any change, to, thofe who were in adhial' 
polfeffion. I never heard that the abbe 
talked much of the holinefs of the ark, o{ 
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|he common enemy's inyafion of the {pw 
ritual heritage of Chrifl, or of the wolves 
getting' into the fheepfok ; this was the 
whining cant of devotees, which the abb& 
difdained. The ark and heritage he de- 
fended with the courage pf Ambiofe, and 
the eloquence of Chryfoftom, were the 
church, and the fourfcoi'Q fatnis with, 
which it had endowed him ; aqd the only 
wolves he found in the {heepfold, were the 
decrees of the national ailembly, which 
were about to fpoil him cf his fair polfef-v 



lions; 



B^t, however perfonal were, the abbe's 
niotives, and although he cou\d not|defend 
his own privileges without warring for 
thofe of others, the obligations of the 
court were not lefs due for the ardent zeal 
which he difeqvered, on every occalion, in. 
the common caufe. " Nothing," fays the, 
king, " aftoniihes me on your part." 
The public (hared with his majefty the 
merit which the poet attributes to the 
wifdom of " wondering at nothing;" byt, ; 
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though the public would have rendered 
equal juftice to the abbe's zeal and perti- 
nacity, it is doubtful whether any party, 
even the leaft difpofed to the revolution, 
would havefo far difhonored religion, or 
the memory of its moft illuftrious defend- 
ers, as to have found prototypes for the 
abbe Maury, in Ambrofe, Chryfoftom, or 
Boffuet. 

Although there was nothing really afto- 
irifhing in the conduft of this intrepid 
champion of the throne and the?, altar, we 
feel a fentiment of pity, in refle&ing that 
the king had funk fo low in his own 
cfleem, as to write a letter of this import. 
The abbe's fame, which was fpread wide 
through the world, muft have reached the 
king. His levities, follies, prodigalities, 
and vices, were fubje&s of public noto- 
riety ; and none, previous to the revolu- 
tion, had been more the fubje&s of his re- 
partees and witticifms, than the court, and 
the king himfelf. Inflances of thefe anti- 
royal pleasantries X hav? heard recorde4 
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by the abbe's affociates : but thofe feivc 
rather to raife, than lower him in oar 
efteem 5 fince, whatever difpoiition he % 
might have felt to criticife power, he had 
the generality to employ his talents in aid- 
ing fallen greatnefs. He was incapable of 
breaking the reed which misfortune had 
bruifed $ and, though numbers may have 
to recount the tricks which the abbe has 
played them, I have never heard him ac- 
cufed of malignity or meannefs. 

The ftyle of this letter is merely compli- 
mentary : the king pays his court to this 
turbulent ecglefiaftic, and befeeches him, 
as the princefs of fome romance her 
favored lover^ not to expofe his precious 
days to certain dangers. That the abbe 
had enafted the Ambrofe, the Chryfoftom, 
and the Boffuet, is in the fame ftrain as 
Rivarol, in a former letter, is faid to rival 
Mably and Condillac : — that he had the 
zeal of a true minifter of the altar, .and , 
the heart of a Frenchman of the old mo- 
narchy, might excite the king's admiration, 
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though he had juft before obferved that 
nothing the abbe did aftonifhed him ; — but 
fuchexpreflions as thefe, c < Deign to remem? 

bef that you are nec^flary to us Ufe with 

moderation thofe talents, thofe lights, tha$ 
courage, which, to your friends and me, 
are a fource Qf triumph,.. .., Your king 
conjures you — too happy to prove fys grsu 
titude — &c. &c. ,> — all this appears a ftyle 
fomewhat ft range, when addrefled by Lewis 
the Sixteenth to fuch aperfonage as the 
abbe Maury. 

•This letter ferves alfo to fhpw us the 
frame and temper of the king's mind at 
this epocha. Every thing in it is of coun- 
ter-revolutionary tendency $ but, with 
the weaknefs and incertitude which were 
habitual to the king, nothing alarms him 
more than the abbe's intrepid and daring; 
chara&ef. The king was a great tempo- 
rizer : he had recommended temporifing; 
to the pope ; and the pope> in his brief* 
was temporifing alfo. He gives the fame 
£aunfel at prefent to the abbe — " Lqtru 
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to temporife." The unfortunate Lewis 
temporifed, alas! too long. The abbe, 
with all his daring boldnefs, was more 
prudent, and more fortunate. He found 
that nothing was to be gained by tem- 
porifing. The revolutionary mania in- 
creafed, rather than diminiihed; and, 
when it came to a point that the abbS 
(who knew the figns of the times) deemed 
truly dangerous, he temporifed by a volun- 
tary exile. He is now, happily for him-* 
felf, feated quietly in fome bilhoprick, near 
the Appennines, with the title of cardinal, 
the well-earned recompenfe of his zeal and 
his efforts ; where he has amufed his fo* 
litary hours in writing the hiftory of hi$ 
own times, no doubt a moil curious and 
interefting work j and where he welcomes 
all well-educated Frenchmen, of whatever 
political complexion, who will do him the 
favor of a vifit, 
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LETTRE XXXVIII. 



A PIE VI. 



*Fi$s Safot Fere, , IS Fefrier, l?01 f 

RlESBAMES ont manifefte le defirdf 
vifitcr les etats de votrp faintete, et de 
voir cette Rome antique, pu les yertus e| 
Ic yrai merite font aiiis fur la chaire de 
St. Pierre. Mes tantes, plus heureufes 
cue moi/font allees cherctierun inftan| 
oe bonhpur et de repos, qu'elles' fon$ 
jiignes 4'e trouver, pres de yotre faintete, 
Vou$ daignerez, tres faint pere, adoucir 
par vqs bqntes l'exil ; volontaire auque| 
Jes cpndarrinent les troubles politiques qui 
£gitent la Prance. Mesdames, teoioigne- 
font a votre faintete leur yive gratitude, 
^our moi, j$ defire particulierement, tre$ 
faint pere, yous demontrer dans tputes le$ 
pirgpnftances la veneration profonde que 
Je pje f^is gloire d'aypir popr vpps. 



1 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 

(Tranjlation.) * . 

'TO PIUS Vi. 
Moil Holy Father, FebwaVj **, 1701. ; 

MESDAMES hatetoanifefted adefire to 
vifit the ftates of your hofinefi, and eofti- 
template that antiem Rome, where virttife 
and true m^rit are ftated on the throne of 
St. Peter. My aunte, happier than I a«rtr, 
are gone to feek, for a moment, that hapw 
pinefs and repofe which they dtferrt, to 
find, near your holinefs. Deign> holy fif* 
ther, to foften f by your goodnefe, that vo- 
luntary exile into which they are led by 
the poEtkal troubles that agitate France, 
Mescldmes will teftify to yotij\ hdRnefs 
thdr Mvely gratitude. For rtiyfelf, I defl/e 
particularly, moft holy fethejr, to (fortiori* 
Urate to you, on all occafion^, that pre>-> 
found veneration in which I gl^ry. 



1 
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pBSERV4TIO!f S ON T^E JOfJfVIJIth LETTER 

THE dcfire fhoym by the king's aijnts 

to yifit the ftates of his hpljnefs was per-p 

fe&ly reafonable f They had the fagaeity 

to pergeive that the ftateTveffel, although 

jepaired, wovild npt: fail tp fpundpr, as 

: well from the insubordination of the 

crew, as the want of fkill in the pilots, 

and therefore determined to feek t^e fhpre, 

,J>ef ore the ftorm, which • they few apr 

^reaching, gathered into <a tebpeft. Thp 

Jring had the tencfcreft attachment tp his 

..aunjts, which they repaid . t>y £ variety 

of gpod cpunfels, and which, although 

they were not always in $he njpft perfeft 

Vl confofmity f-o the new ordpr pf things, 

.would? had they been followed, have pre- 

. vented many pf the evils which befell that 

. unfortunate prince. / Finding z% length 

the inutility of 'their further interference, 

they fhpok off the long habits of a fedenr 
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tAry life, and vifited the more tranquil 
frates of Europe. The obftaeles which be- 
fet them on their quitting the Vicinity of 
Paris, and the revolutionary difficulties 
they encountered in travelling through 
the departments, may be read in the de- 
bates of the national affembly, siiid more 
at large in the Annals of M. Bertrand de 
ftloleville* 
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■ . m ' LETTRE XXXIX. 

A M. J,E COMTE p f ARTO;S v 
% Won Ffcrei 20 Mar», 1791. 

LES gcntilshommcs qui vous ont fuivi, 
ct qui pour nous ont abandonne leur pa- 
trie, fc plaighent amSrement. lis ont 
tout quittfe pour l'honneur,. pour defen- 
drc lc trone ct l'autel. (II ne s'agit pas 
de favoir fi vous et eiix avez fagement 
agi: fouvcnt je vous ai attrifte, en vous 
'portapt mes plaintes a ce fujet.) Leur 
facrifice eft d'autaht plus meritoire, que, 
delaiffe^ exiles, pour ainfi dire, dans le 
fonds des provinces, les bienfaits de la 
cour venaient rarement les chcrcher, et 
que leur patrimoine n'en etait pas moins 
confacre a la defenfe de l'etat. Les gen- 
tilshommes fe plaignent qu'ils fontmal- 
frraites par la haute noblefle, qui daigne a 



tfewis JcVt , iil 

pfcifte- les regarded fet ile vettt voir tfi eu* 

que des inferkurt* Ceptndant le c!6voue* 

tnent de cette claffe de la riobleffe me 

parait digne d'elogeS. Quel ftit foil int&* 

ret en etnbrafsant la caufe des princes 

exiles ? II n'en fut point pour elle $ et ce« 

pendant dle>prend les armes* fe prepare 

au combat, tandisque ceux qui feignent 

de les meprifer femblent n'avoir fui que 

pour 4 fe fouftraire au danger* Moh frere* 

iftyez des egards pour ces braves Fran9aisj 

qui fe font devoues j et ne fouffrez pas 

qu'ils foient avilis* Dites leur* que 

toute ma noblefTe m'eft chere, et que j« 

porte tous les Franks dans moftcceuft 

Ah ! je fouffre trop de votre abfence* 

pour ne pas getnir de cet exil l|ui ma 

laiffe a la merci de mes ennemis, qui the 

fait envifager* pour ftia noblefTe et leS 

princes de mon fang, les plus grands trial- 

heiirs, Oh ! dites fouverit aux Fran$ais, 

lnalgre mon veeu, malgre toes ordres, reu- 

nis fur les bords du Rhin, que j'ai perdu 

toute efperance $ qu'il m'eft itopoflible de 

terraffer J'hydre des difcordes, de recon- 

#4 



13* CORRESPONDENCE OF 

cilier les efprits, de ramener la paix inte* 
rieure ; mais que, dans les grands dangers 
qui m'environnent, il me reftc encore tine 
reflburcc, cclfe de favoir mourir. 

Louis. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

(Trmfiatmu) 

TO THE COUNT d'aRTOIS. 
My Brother, March 20, 179Ii 

THE gentlemen who followed you, 
and who have abandoned their country 
for you, complain bitterly. They have 
relinquifhed every thing for honor, and 
the defence of the throne and the altar# 
(We will not now difcufs whether you 
and they have afted wifely, or not : I have 
often made you melancholy by my remon- 
ftrances on this fubjeft.) The facrifices 
they have made have fo much the more 
merit, that, abandoned, exiled, if I may 
ufe the expreffion, in their diftant pro- 
vinces, the bounties of the court but feldom 
reached them; and yet their patrimony 
was not the lefs confecrated to the defence 
of the flatfe; Thofe gentlemen complain 
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that they are ill-ufed by the higher nobi- 
lity, who fcarcely deign to 'look upon 
them, and will only fee in them their in- 
feriors. Neverthelefs* the condutt of this 
part of the nobility appears to me defer- 
ving of praife* "What intereft had they to 
cmbrafce the caufe of the exiled princes ? 
They had none whatever; and yet they 
take up arrtis, and prepare themfelves for 
combat j while thofe who affeft to defpife 
them, feem to have fled themfelves, xmly 
to avoid danger. My brother, pay atten- 
tion to thofe Frenchmen who have devoted 
themfelves, and do not fuffef them to be 
degraded. Tell them that all my nobility 
are equally dear to me, and that every 
Frenchman has a place in my heart 
vAlas ! I fufFer too mi&h from your ab- 
fence, not to deplore that exile* which 
leaves me at the mercy of my enemies, and 
makes me forefee accumulated misfortunes 
for my nobility, and the princes of my 
blood. Oh ! repeat often to thofe French-* 
men who are affembled, againft my 
wifhes, againft my orders, on the banks of 
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the Rhine, that I have loft all hope ; that 
it is impoflible for me to fubdue the hydra 
of difcord, conciliate men's minds, and re- 
eftablifh internal peace ; but th^t, amidfl 
the great dangers" with which I am fur- 
rounded, there ftill remains for me one 
refource, that of knowing how to die. 
v Lewis/ 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XXXIXtb LETTER. 

IN the countries on the continent where 
the French nobility emigrated, nothing 
contributed to give the inhabitants fo fa- 
vorable an idea of the French revolution, as 
the condiift of thofe fugitive defenders of 
the throne and the altar. When they firft 
made their irruption into thofe fober arid 
moralifed countries on either fide the Rhine, 
the rpprefentation they gave of the horrors 
and prefecutions they had undergone, cre- 
ated an intereft in their fufferings; but the 
grave citizens of Germany foon felt that 
their fympathy had been extorted under 
falfe pretences, and perceived, with regret, 
that the manners and principles, which 
thefe new colonifts introduced, were ill 
calculated to increafe the flock either of 
private qr public virtue. 

Misfortune, which is ufually a corrective 
of irregularities in minds of generous 
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tnould, could have but little effeft in 
-ilrengtheriing thofe whofe tone was com- 
pletely deftroyed by the diforder of their 
lives. The fituation of their country, the 
deftru&ion of their privileges, the calami- 
ties which appeared to furround their re- 
latives and friends, might at leaft have 
ferved as a momentary check to that fury 
of prodigality and licentioufnefs which dif* 
graced the firft years of their flight. Inftead 
of being fubdued by the profpeft of diffi- 
culties and dangers, fome of thofe exiles, 
like failor6 on the approach of ihipwreck, 
grew more diflblute$ and the fame con-^ 
du&, which had contributed more than 
jnoft pther caufes to bring on the revolu- 
tion in France, now produced its juftifica- 
tion abroad. The revolutipnifts could not 
iiave employed more aftive emiffaries than 
the emigrants of this dilpofition: they 
-were the dreadful fropagande* which made 
the caufe of the throne and £he altar 
odious. 

That fome df thofe C^fars fhould have 
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jniagined the world to be their owrt/ that 
the property, the domeftic happinefs, the 
perfons even x?f the people of other coun- 
tries, were at their abfolute difpofal> tyas 
natural enough, fince it was a habit they 
had contracted in France. But Caefar> how- 
ever arrogant he might have been in coun- 
tries where he made irruptions, was never 
impolitic enough to treat his brother-cap- 
tains or collegues with infolence. He 
might have cnflaved and degraded thofe 
whom he conquered (which, however, does 
not appear from hiftory)$ but his foldiers 
always partook of his good fortunes. Let. 
Us beg pardon of the fhade of Caefar> for 
thi* profanation of his name/ though only 
by way of contrail: but what was the 
, conduft of thofe emigrants of the haute no* 
ikffe ? It is the king's letter to his brother 
which forms the a&qfaccu&tion. "Thefe 
gentlemen complain that they are ill treat- 
ed,by the haute ntblejfc, who {fcarcely deign 
to look at them, and who fee in them nor 
thing but inferiors. Neverthelefs the de- 
votednefs of this clafs of nobility appears 
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to me worthy of eulogium. What intcreft 
had they to embrace the caufe of the exiled 
princes? This caufe was not their own: 
ncverthelefs they haye taken arms, and are 
preparing for a£tton, while thofe who affe£l 
to defpife them, feem to have fled only to 
fave themfelves from danger." What a pic- 
ture of impolicy arrogance, cruelty, and 
cowardice! and this indi&ment is drawji 
pp % by a very tender hand — a hand much 
jnoredUpofed.to foften than to aggravate* 
No ftjfpicion of untruth or exaggeration 
can be admitted here. While the king re- 
pionftrates and accufes, he petitions and 
pleads: ** My brother, have fome pity fof 
thofe brave Frenchmen who have thus de- 
voted themfelves, aji4 do not fuffer the» 
Jo be degraded/' 

It has often been ftated, in justification 
pf the king, that he was always adverfeta 
the fyfteixj of emigration. It appear* from 
this~letter,,that this meafure hstd frequent- 
ly been the fubje& of contention between 
fcewis the §i$teei}th and his brother, « c I 
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havi often/* fays the king, "wearied yoti 
with my, complaints on this fubjeft. I 
differ too much from your abfence, not to 
grieve at this exile, which leaves me at the 
mercy of my enemies, and which holds out, 
/ both to my nobility and the princes of my 
blood, the profpeft of the direft 7 misfor- 
tunes. Oh ! repeat often to thofe French- 
men, in fpite of my wifhes, in fpite of nly 
orders, affembled on the banks of the Rhine, 
&c." — Now, if thefe things be true, — 
if this emigration, if thefe hoftile prepara- 
tions, were contrary not only to the king's 
wifhes, but to his orders — if this infulting 
defiance, held out io France by thefe titled 
mal-contents, was attended with fitch im- 
minent dangers, both to the royal autho- 
rity and perfon (and the event proved that 
thefe dangers were not chimerical) — what 
remorfe ought to fill the bofoms of thofe 
who perfifted in this a£t of hoftilxty, in fpite 
of repeated warnings and Amplications, till 
they had confummated the fall of the mo- 
narchy > the ruin of the monarch, a^d their 
own? 
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In viewing the matter on this fide only, 
and in refle&ing on all the evils which fol- 
lowed thofe afls of rebellion and prqje&ed 
hoftility on the part of the princes, it is dif- 
ficult to fupprefs a fentiment of indigna- 
tion. But, in comparing the different parts 
of thefe letters, we can fcarcely believe that 
all the princely feelings of enmity towards 
the revolution had emigrated beyond the 
frontiers, or that there was not as much 
<c fin* committed " againft liberty, "within 
the walls, as without." How is it poflible 
to reconcile the lamentations of the king 
on his brother's emigration, with theculo- 
gium he is difpofed to pafs on thofe di£> 
interested provincials, who had taken arms, 
and were preparing for combat? Had the 
king been well perfuaded that thefe emi- 
grant-afTemblies on the Rhine were con- 
trary to his wifhes and his orders, this furely 
is not the language he would have ufed* 
Inftead of inftru&ing the count D'Artois 
that thefe gentlemen had left every thing 
for honor, for the defence of the throne an<J 
the altar, (which was the court fynonyroe, 

VOL. If. l 
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at the time, for counter-revolution) — in* 
ftead of recommending them to the fpecial 
prote&ion of his brother, as that part^of 
the family of Frenchmen, whom hchim- 
felf cherifhed the moft — it was more rea- 
sonable to fuppofe that he would have 
given counfels or inftru£tions of a tenden- 
cy totally the reverfe. , His language to his 
brother might have been that of admira- 
tion; "your example," he might have told 
1iim, "has feduced others who have not 
your motives. for this defertion of their % 
country, and who, from a vain difpoiition, 
have prefumed*that the fureft way of re- 
commending themfelves to the notice of 
the court, and raifing themfelves from the 
obfeurity to which their fituation had con- 
demned them, was by a£ls of hoftility 
againft their country: — tell thofe mif- 
taken gentlemen, that not only they aft 
in contradi&ion to my wifhes, but that I 
give* them my exprefs orders to return back 
tO'thei* provinces, on pain of my fevere^ 
dilpleafure." 
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But,; however flight the fttfdy we make 
of the king's character* we ftiall find no 
difficulty in reconciling thefe apparent 
contradi&ions* There is always a difpofi- . 
tionin the human mirid to ftruggle in fa- 
vor of our wifhes, even againft lmpoflibili- 
ties* When all reafohable hope of attain- 
ing an object has vartiftied, we ftill cling to 
that feeling which give us fo much plea- 
fure when the profpe£t of reaching it was 
yet in view. Like paffengers beaten by the 
tempeft, and anxious for land, Who haiL 
every fcg-bank, becaufe it wears its appear- 
ance-— fo the king, though loft to all hope, 
ftill looks with hefitating complacency be- 
yond the frontiers* and fnatches a momen- 
tary relief from defpair, in the enjoyment 
of the expe&ations, however light and ill- 
founded, of thofe devoted to his fervice- 
It is by this kind of compromife with feel- 
. ing, that we may explain the Contradi&ion 
in the letter; to which we may add the im- 
preffions continually made on his mind by 
fuch as were not fo clear-fighted to his 
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danger as himfelf* The greateft enemies 
the king had to contend with, were thofe 
of his own houfehold. Driven on, by the 
impetuofity or imprudence of thofe around 
him, into falfe meafures, he never had the 
courage to withftand felicitation, or per- 
leverance to caufe the orders which he had 
given, to'be executed. His opinion, it ap- 
pears, was always contrary to this emi- 
gration 5 and, for his own interefts and 
thofe of the emigrants themfelves, it was 
the wifeft opinion he could have adopted. 
His advice had alfo been followed by en- 
treaties, and by orders. He faw clearly, 
that, with the condu£l he purfued, — a 
condu£t always fubfervient to the caprices 
and paflions of others, — his ruin was 
approaching: he talks of the imminent 
dangers which furrounded him, "of his 
laft refource, which was death : " but the 
count, on the banks of the Rhine, re- 
mained inexorable. There he heroically 
continued, till the war approached: at 
that period, he left the provincial noble- 
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men (who had taken arms, and prepared 
for combat) to fight his battles, and the 
king, his brother, to the fatal refource 
which his prophetic fpirit had too clearly 
predi&ed. 



*3 
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LETTRE XL, 
A MQNSJEyR MONTMORIN, 



LA juftification prefentee par Chabroud, 
'le decret de l'affemblee et le jugement du 
Chatelet qui blanchiffent le due d'Orleans 
et fes coaccufes, excitent mon indignation, 
L'affaffinat eft done juftifiej car rien de 
plus certain que le fix Q&obre des af- 
faffins devaient frapper la reine, et que 
mes gardes de corps n'ont ete attaques et 
jmmoles que parcequ'on n'avait pas pu les 
intimider, ni les faire manquer a la fideli-* 
te qu'ils devaient a leur roi, Ainfi le plus 
horrible attentat, et le plus noble devoue- 
pient, ne trouveront point, Tun la punition 
qu il merite, I'aijtre la juftice qui lui eft 
due, II eft dans tout ceci des menees odi- 
cufes, des intrigues abominables, dont jq 
gqnanis les principaux aflws, Leurs. in* 
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tentions criminelles me font devoilees; et 
leur efpoir n'eft fonde que fur les motifs 
qui entrainent la majorite de raflemblee^-* 
la crainte et la faibleffe. Plus je^onfidere 
la conduite du due d'Orleans, et; plus je fuis 
perfuade qii'il eft le principal mpteur de 
toutes ces tenebreufes operations, je ne lab 
pas par quel motif dirigees contre moi. 
X/ambition egare ce prince deloyal, qui, les 
cinq et fix O&obre, dirigeait maladroite- 
ment*les colonnes des brigands dont La 
Fayette auroit du empecher le departs dont 
le maire de Paris devait faire arreter les 
chefs, s*il avait eu les premier? elemens de 
lafcience adminiftrative en fait de police; 
et que D'Eftaing aurait pu mettre en fuite 
eh feignant de les attaquer, s'il avait agi 
franchement, de lui-meme, et fans atten- 
dre des ordres, inutiles a un hommd qui 
fait ofer et faire fon devoir. Mais ces per- 
fonnages voulaient tout menager: N ils ont 
eu peur, et n'ont fu de quel cote faire pan- 
cher la balance, Aufli nulle confiance ne 
les environne: tous les partis diflimulent 
avec eux, et preferent ceder.aux circon~ 
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ftances, que d'attendre leur falut de leur 
politique impuiffante et de leur danger eufe 
inertie. 

,' II y k deux mois que j'avertis le miniftre 
de la juftice, d'apres des avis particuliers et 
venant de bonne fource, qu'il y avait eu au 
Palais Royal un repas nodturne myfterieux, 
prefide par Latouche, ou fe trouvaient, 
parmi un grand nombre de deputes, Mi- 
rabeau, Sieyes, Biron, les deux Lameth, 
Taleyrand-Perigord, le cure Gregoire, 
Laclos, et le blanchiffeur Chabroud. On 
a pretendu qu'il fallait jetter un voile fur 
les journees des <cinq et fix; que la proce- 
dure dont s'occupait alors le Chatelet, etait 
un attentat a la liberte, a Finviolabilite 
dont les deputes doivent jouir; qu'il ne fal- 
lait pas fouffrir que le Chatelet pronon$at 
ce jugement, et le menacer du courroux de 
Taffemblee, et de la vengeance du due d'Or- 
leans. On a vivement applaudi a ces pre- 
cipes. II s'eft enfuite engage une conver- 
fation tres curieufe, entre Mirabeau, Sieyes^ 
ct Latouche. 
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Mirabeau fe plaignait amerement de la 
conduite du due d'Orleans dans la nuit des 
cinq et fix O&obre. <c Un peu plus d'au- 
dace, " a-t-il dit, cc et il etait tout ce qu'il 
voulait etre. " cc Latouche a juftifie fon 
maitre, et certifie qu'il avait entendu dire 
au due d'Orleans, que l'arrivee fubite dc 
Tarmee Parifienne> qui ne devait fe trou- 
ver a Verfailles que le fix au matin apr£s 
fc denoument — que 1'air fatisfait, quoiqu 
etudie, de La Fayette, et l'oppofition qui 
s'etait manifeftee parmi les deputes patri- 
otes fur le traitement a faire au roi — 
l'avaient enipeche d'agir; enfin, que le de$- 
ordr^ qui fuit toujours une multitude 
aveugle, avait empeche les agens du due de 
fe reunir, et d'executer. Mirabeau a para 
plus fatisfait de cette juftification: Sieyes 
a- dit alors avec beaucoup d'humeur: 
" Javais. fait obferver au due d'Orleans la 
tournure que prdnait le mouvement popu- 
late. Au refte, ce n'eft qu'un coup man- 
que: la faute pourrait etre reparee." 

Avant de fe feparer, il a ete decide qu'il 
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fallait epouvanter les juges, et leur di&er 
Tarrct. " Ceft une affaire enterree," a dit 
Mirabeau. " Ceux qu'on voudrait frapper 
font trop forts pour l'etre : ils favent parer 
les coups d*une maniere trop dangereufe 
pour les aflaillans," 

Ainfi le Chatelet a cede a la crainte. Je 
voulais appeler de ce jugement inique: 
mais j'ai du ceder a mon confeil, qui m'a 
fait envifager 1'audace de mes ennemis, et 
la faveur populaire qui les enviroryie, 
J'en appellerai un jour au tribunal du 
peuplej et j'ofe efperer que le Fran?ais 
alors vengera fon roi, et fera punir les af- 
faflins, Je ne puis done approuver le pro-* 
jet que vous m'avez prefente. H peut etre 
bon pour de stems de paix et d'union : il 
ferait dangereux dans des momens de 
trouble et d'orage. 

Loyis« 
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BETTER XL. 

( (Tranjlation.) 

TO M. MONTMORIN.' 

1 

THE juftification prefented by Ch$- 
broud, the decree of the affembly, and the 
fentence of the Chatelet, which acquit the 
duke of Orleans and his accomplices, ex- 
cite my indignation. Affaffination then is 
juftified, ifince nothing is more certain, 
than, that, on the fixth of Oftober, affaf~ 
fins were to murder the queen, and that ' 
my body-guards were attacked and facri- 
ficed, only becaufe they could not be inti- 
midated, or compelled to violate the fide- 
lity .which they owed their king. Thus, 
the moft horrible attempt, and the moft 
noble devotednefs, will never meet, the 
one with the punifhment it merits, the 
©tJwr with the juftice which is its due. 
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In all this there are odious manoeuvres, 
abominable intrigues, of which I know 
the principal authors : their criminal in- 
tentions are unveiled to me -, and their 
hopes are founded only on the motives 
which decide the majority of the affembiy 
—-fear and- weaknefs. The more \ confi- 
der the conduft of the duke of Orleans, 
the more I am perfuaded that he is the 
main-fpring in all thefe operations of dark- 
nefs, dire&ed againft me, I know not from 
what motive. Ambition leads aftray this 
difloyal prince, who, on the fifth and fixth 
of Oftober, condu&ed fo unfkilfully thofe 
columns of bandittij whofe departure La 
Fayette fhould have prevented, whofe 
chiefs fhould have been arretted by the 
mayor of Paris, had he ppflefled the firft 
rudiments of the fcience of adminiftration 
refpe&ing police, and whom P'Eftaing 
might have put to flight, by feigning to 
attack them, if he had afted frankly, and 
of his own accord, without waiting fof 
orders, ufelefs to a man who knows how 
to dare, and do his duty. But thofe per* 
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fonages wifhed to take all precautions : 
they were afraid, and knew not on what 
fide to turn the fcale : they therefore, in- 
fpire no confidence: all parties diffemble 
with them, and prefer yielding to circum- 
ftances, rather than expett fafety from 
their impotent policy, and dangerous in- 
action. 

Triro months fince, I gave notice to 
the minifter of police, in confequence 
of particular information derived from a 
good fource, that there had been a no£tur- 
nal and myfterious repaft at the Palais 
Royal, prefided by Latouche, at which 
were prefent, amongft a great number of 
deputies, Mirabeau, Sieyes, Biron, the two 
Lameths, Taleyrand-Perigord, the curate 
Gregoire, Laclos, and the white-wafher 
Chabroud. They pretended that a veil 
imift be call over the days of the fifth and 
fixth of O&ober, that the proceedings 
which then occupied the Chatelet, were 
treafon againft liberty, 'and againft the in- 
violability of the deputies j that the Cha- 
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telet ought not to be fuffered to proflotirtcfe 
this feptence, but be menaced with the 
wrath of the afiembly, and the vengeance 
of the duke of Orleans, Thefe principles 
were highly applauded y and a very cu- 
rious conversation enfued between Mira- 
beau, Sieyes, and Latouche, 

Mirabeau inveighed bitterly againfl: the 
condu6l of the duke of Orleans, on the 
night of the fifth and fixth of O&ober, 
"A little more energy," faid he, "and 
( he was all he wifhed to be/' L^touche 
juftified his maftfer, and afferted that he 
had heard the duke of Orleans declare, 
that the fudden arrival of the Parifian 
army, who were not to march on to Ver* 
failles until the fixth in the morning, after 
the cataftrophe — that the fatisfied, though 
ftudied; air of La Fayette, and the oppofi- 
tion which arofe among the patriotic de- 
puties relative to the manner of treating 
the king — had prevented him from aftingj 
and that, upon the whole, the diforder 
which always accompanies a headlong 



LEWIS XVL 15» 

multitude, had hindered the agents of the 
duke from uniting, and executing their 
prqje&s. Mirabeau appeared more fatis- 
fied after this juftification : but Sieyes 
faid, with apparent ill-humour, " I had 
made known to the duke of Orleans the 
turn which the popular movement was 
taking 3 but, after all, it is only an oppor- 
tunity loft : the fault may be repaired."— - 
Before the affembly feparated, they agreed 
that it was neceffary to terrify the judges, 
and dictate to them their decifion. " It 
is an affair buried," cried Mirabeau, 
w Thofe at whom the blow is levelled, are 
too ftrong, and know how to parry the 
ftroke in a manner too dangerous for the 
affailants." 

Thus theChatelet has yielded from fear. 1 
I would have appealed from this iniquitous 
fentence, but paid a juft deference to the 
opinion of my council, who reprefented to 
me the audacity of my enemies, and the 
popular favor witli which they are fur- 
sounded. 
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I will appeal one day to the tribunal of 
the peopIe> and dare hope that the French 
nation will then avenge its king> and 
puhifh the aflaifins. I cannot therefore 
approve the projedfc which you have pre- 
felted to me : it may perhaps be well 
for times of ptece and union •, but it 
would be dangerous in thefe turbulent and 
fempeftuous moments. 

Lewis- 



i 
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• Observations on the XLth letter. 

ONE of the great errors into which the 
-court Was betrayed, was the making the 
revolutionary movement of the fifth and 
fixth of O&ober the fubjefl of judiciary 
inqiiifitioii. The events which took place 
on thofe memorable days, appear to be 
nothing more than continuations of that 
infurre£Honal fpirit which broke out on 
the fourteenth of July, againft the fpirit 
and defender s of the old fyftemj and, 
though private ambition may have mingled 
itfelf in thofe fcenes — yet, as the avowed 
end (that of placing the affembly and the 
. executive power in the capital) had been 
obtained, it difcovered no great mark of 
wifdom, to inquire into the means by 
which it was effe&ed. At that epocha it 
is poffible that the duke of Orleans might 
have indulged the hope of attaining .the 
.place of lieutenant-general of the king- 

VOL. II. * M 
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dom, the crime of which he was accufed ; 
and that Mirabeau might have had the 
ambition of becoming his minifter, or. 
matter j but, as the king at that period 
had refufed at Verfaille^, or at leaft hefi- 
tated, to .give his fandtion to the decrees 
of the affembly, and three months after- 
wards, at Paris, had voluntarily engaged in, 
the moft folemn and unequivocal man- 
ner, to maintain and defend the principles 
of the conftitution, it is fcarcely to be pre- 
fumed that the popular caufes which had 
.produced this 'great change in favor of 
national liberty, were fitted to become, 
fubjefts of mere judiciary examination. 

Mirabeau was acquitted on evidence 
that was not to be fufpefted. The per- 
fonage who was deeply interefted to bring 
all popular culprits to juftice, found no- 
thing of guilt that attached to this turbu- 
lent tribune $ but abbe Maury's concern 
for the reputation of the duke of Orleans 
led him to exprefs his wifhes that a formal 
ad of impeachment by the houfe might 
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give this prince the means of proving his 
innocence. The popular party of the 
affembly, unwilling to give the duke or 
themfelves the trouble of farther defend- 
ing the irregularities of thofe revolutionary 
days, thinking probably with Barnave 
that the only confpiracy was in the profe- 
cution, and that the only efFeft it ought 
to produce was the moft profound con- 
teqipt for the profecutors and their agents, 
decreed that there was no caufe f6r accufa- 
tion, and annulled the whole of the pro- 
ceedings. 

The cot'e-droity or the royalty-fide of the 
aflembly, indignant, as ufual when any 
great queftion was carried againft them, 
and when the tumult of the galleries 
(which was too often the cafe) condemned 
them to filent difapprobation, withdrew 
from the chamber, that they might not 
fhare in the iniquity of the decifion. 
Their indignation, it feems, was fhared 
by the king, who, in this letter to the mi- 
nifter, paffes in review the prominent 
M 2 
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Events of thofe memorable ' days. What 
appears moft worthy of notice, is, that the 
king's mind feems more heated after the 
interval of a year, than at the time of the 
tranfa&ion. For the duke of Orleans he 
preferves the fame cordial antipathy. He 
alluded to him in his letter written on the 
day to the count D'Eftaing, when he talks 
of crime and ambition : but, when he ac- 
cufes the latter of unfair dealing in not 
attacking the Parifians, he forgets that the 
count's projetts were rebuked by his own 
orders, and that he had written to him; 
" No aggreflion, no movement, which can 
wear the appearance that I mean either to 
avenge or defend myfelf." 

Next to the impolicy of making this in- 
furi:e£tion the obje6t of either judiciary or 
legislative inveftigation, may be clafled the 
unneceffary pains taken by the leading 
•members of the popular party to clear 
themfelves from the charges laid againft 
them. ' The king is informed by his Ipies, 
that myfterious no&urnal repafts took 



LEWIS XVI. • .-> r lW 

.place, in which this fubjefl was treated ; 
and cpnverfations between the parties are 
related. That difcuffions on this fubjs& 
might have paffed at the Palais Royal, 
when the principle of the inviolability of 
the members of the legiflative body might 
have been agitated, is highly probable: 
but the myfterious repaft feems to be mis*- 
information, tjnlefs more credit is to be 
given to a fpy of the court, than to the 
declarations of fbme amongft the pre- 
tended guefts named in this letter, who 
afTure me that thofe myfterious meetings 
never took place. However important 
may be the truth or error of this informa- 
tion refpe&ing thefe meetings, nothing 
forms a more decifive proof of the general 
utility of the events of thofe two days, 
than the continuance of the angry feelings 
which they excited in the royqjift-party. 
The king's refentment vyas fo little abated, 
th^t he felt hjmfelf difpofed to appeal from 
what he qtfls"this iniquitous judgement. " 
Over-niled by the wifdom of his council, 
he refolves to appeal at fome future day tq 
M3 
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the tribunal of the people, when he hopes 
that the French will avenge their king, 
and punifh the afiaflins. Vain appeal !—— 
The king, however, caught wifdom front 
liis council, and enjoined his minifter to 
fupprefs the proje& which he appears to 
liave formed, in compliance with the will 
of his royal matter. 
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LETTRE XLI. 



A Mi i/ARCHEVBQJCTE d'ARLES. 



29juin, 1791.* 

VOUS rappelez,, M. Tarcheveque, pour 

confoler le plus infortune des rois, l'e^em- 

ple dfe David oblige de fuir devant fon 

fils Abfalom. Monarque abandonne, pere 

rnalheureux, ce n'eft pas la vengeance 

que David appelle a fon aide; ce n'eft 

point la foudre du ciel irrite qu'il follicite ; 

c'eft dans le Roi des rois qu'il met toute 

{a confiance. D prie pour un fils ingrat j 

il pardonne au monftre qui le pourfuit, 

et qui pafait avoir foif de fon fang. Cet 

afte de Tamour pateniel eft fublime. Je 

me fais gloire d'avoir avec David la meme 

conformite de fentimens et d'idees. Des 

ingrats me perfecutent } ils calomnient un 

tendre -pere ; et je ne fongeais qu'a leurs 

interets, qu'a leur banheyr. Ceft atra 

M.4 
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pieds de la religion que je depofe les in^ 
jures faites au monarque. Que le peu^ 
pic foit hcureux ! et jefuis fetisfait* Pour 
m °h j e goftte une hien douce fatisfa&ion 
lorfque je puis dans la folitude benir la. 
Providence, me foumpttre a fes dqcrets : 
c'eft alors que tous les maux, toutes les 
injuftices, tous les attentats, font oublies. 
Ne fuisHJ? pas trop heureux, M. rarcljre- 
veque ? et la juftice divine peut-elle etr& 
fatisfaite ? EUe voulait me punir de lui 
avpir prefere l'infolente philctfophie, qui 
m'avait feduit, et m'a precipite dans un 
abime de malheurs. Pour elle, j'ai neglige. 
ce cult? antique de mes ayeux, fi cher a 
)St. Lows, dont je me glorifie de defc^ndre. 
Vous, M. Farcheveque, flont les vertus 
religieufes font admirees, qui les preferefc 
a celles dont la philofophie tire vanite >: 
et qui, vues avec le prifme de la religion,. 
refTcmblent fi fort a des vices, ofire25 > pour, 
votre roi malheureux, les voeux d'une ame 
cmbrafee de l'amour de Dieu — d'un fain£ 
evequ^ que je peux comparer a Ambroife, 
avec cette difference que Theodofe s'hunjj^ 
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Jiait dcvant lui pour 'avoir cMtie cruelk- 

fiient un peuple rcbelle, et que je fbllicite 

le fecours de vos prieres povir rampncr un 

peuple qui jamais lie pourra me reprtcher 

4'avoir fait couler ni fon fang ni fqj 

Jsrnies. 

Louis. . 



i 
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LETTER XU. 
(Trtmflation.) 

TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF ARISES. 

June 29, 1791. 

TO cpnfole the moft unfortunate of 
kings, you recall, my lord archbifhop, the 
example of David, compelled to flee before 
his fon Abfalom. Forfaken monarch, 
unfortunate father! it is not vengeance 
that David calls to his aid \ it is not the 
thunderbolt of irritated heaven that he in- 
vokes -, in the King of kings he places all 
his confidence. He prays for an ungrate- 
ful fon ; he pardons the monfter by whom 
he is pur fued, and who feems to thirft for 
his blood. This aft of patetnal affeftion 
is fublime ; and I glory in having a con- 
formity of fentiments and ideas with 
David. Perfecuted by ungrateful children, 
who calumniate a tender father, J have 
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only thought of their interefts and their 
happinefs. At the feet of religion I de- 
pofe the injuries heaped upon the mo- 
narch ; may the people be happy ! and I am 
latisfied. _ I enjoy a foothing fatisfa&ion, 
while, in my hours of folitude, I can blefs 
Providence, and fubmit myfelf to 'its de- 
crees : it is then that all injuries, all in- 
juftice, all wrongs, are forgotten. Am I 
not too happy, my lord archbifhop ? and 
can divine juftice be fatisfied ? I have been 
punifhed for having preferred that info- 
lent philofophy, which had feduced, and 
plunged me in an abyfs of mifery: for 
that, I negle&ed the ancient worihip of 
my forefathers, fo dear to St. Lewis, from 
whom I am proud of defcendiag. You* 
jny lord archbifhop, whofe religious vir- 
tues infpire admiration, and who prefer 
them to tl^ofe of which philofophers are 
propd, but which, viewed through the 
prifm of religion, bear fo near a .refem- 
blance to vices, offer for your unfortunate ■ 
king the vows of a heart inflamed by divine 
love— of a holy biihop whom I may com- 
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pare to Ambrofe — with this difference, that 
Theodofius humbled himfelf before him 
for having cruelly chaftifed a rebellious 
people, and I folicit the aid of your prayers, 
to bring back a people who will neves 
have to reproach me with having caufed 
either their blood or tears to flow. 

Lewis, , 
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, OBSERVATIONS ON THE XLIft LETtER. 

THE evafion from Paris was one o£ 
thofe extraordinary events in the revolu- 
tion; which imprinted a deep and inef- ' 
faceable color on the fate of the confti- 
tutional government, and on that of Lew- 
is the Sixteenth. The courtly annalift 
agrees that the flight towards Moatmedi 
was inconteftably the tnoft pernicious 
ftep that the king had taken ; and ought 
to have rendered miferable all, whatever 
were their motives, who had to reproach 
themfelves for having determined him to 
this meafure, either by their counfel or 
their entreaties. 

It has been always a contefted, and re- 
xnainsy et an unfettled, point with mora- 
lifts and metaphyficians, what is the true 
ftandard of moral aftion. Religion and 
public utility have been claimed, each a* 
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its proper bafis* The difljculty lies pro- 
bably in Ihe application of the princi- 
ple; for here we fee a king, whom the 
uncourtly world would brand with the 
bafeft perfidy, with the moft cowardly 
diffimulation, pleading the caufe of reli- 
gion for his condufr, and alleging that his 
mind was occupied folely with obje&s of 
public utility, and the happinefs of un- 
grateful fubjefts. 

The friend of religion might anfwer, 
and with the confidence of truth, that the 
appeal made by the king to Providence, 
and the foothing fatisfa&ion which he felt 
in fubmiffion to its decrees, were founded 
ton erroneotis notions of religion, whifh 
teaches us not only to defift from doing 
wrong in the expedtation of good, but to 
abftain from every appearance of evil. 
Now, fo to fpeak and a6t, as to caufe it to 
be underftood that we are perfuaded of the 
utility of an object, and are anxious for 
its fuccefs i to appear folicitous that this 
convi&ion of our fincerity fhould be im- 
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preffed on. the minds of others ; to have 
betrayed them into the belief that our 
heart, and foul, and mind, and ftrength, 
are all bent on the furtherance and com- 
pletion of one great plan, on which we 
acknowledge that the happinefs ancf well* 
being of ourfeives and of others is built ; 
while we are fecretly contriving to over- 
throw the fabric which we have publicly 
raifed, and wait the moment of fecurity, 
to mock the credulity of thofe we have 

deluded Oh, no ! — thefe are not fen- 

timents or aftions which Providence can 
fanftion, or religion approve ; and, were 
the moral attributes of the one, or the 
moral obligations of the other, rightly 
underftdod, felf-complacency in fucl^cir- 
cumftances muft be changed into felf-ab* 
horrenc^, and devotional triumph into the 
rendings of remorfe. 

That thefe obferyations apply imme- 
diately to the principles and conduft of 
Lewis the Sixteenth, muft be admitted, 
when we turn back to the hiftory of this 
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epocha, and look into the official doctr* 
inents of the royal adminiftratiohv It 
was but a few weeks previous to his flight, 
that the king had irtftru&ed his minifter 
of foreign affairs to make known his will 
and intentions, through his ambaffadors, 
to every court of Europe. <c The king 
orders me, fir," fays ML Montmorin* " to 
inform you that his mod formal intention 
is, that you manifeft his fentiments on the 
revolution, and on the French conftitu* 
tion, to the court in which you refide. 
The ambaffadors and minifters of France, 
refiding at every court of Europe, receive 
the fame inftruftions, in order that no 
doubt ipay remain, either with refpe<5t to 
the intentions of his majefty, the free ac- 
ceptation which he has given to the new 
. form of government, or his irrevocable oath 
to maintain it ......The ftates - general 

were affembled, and took the title of na- 
tional affembly : a conftitution, fitted to 
cnfure the happinefs of France and of the 
monarch, took place of the old order of 
things, under which the feeming force of 
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royalty concealed only the real force of the 
abufes of a few ariftocratical bodies* 

* c The national affembly adopted +he form 
of the reprefentativf government joined to 
hereditary royalty ; the legiflative body is 
declared permanent: the election of mini- 
sters of worfhip, of adminiftrators, and 
judges, was given back to the people: the 
executive power was conferred on the king; 
the formation of the law on the legiflative 
body; and the fan&ion on the monarch. 
The public force, both external and inter- 
nal, was organifed on the fame principles, 
and after the fundamental bafis of the dJU 
vifion of power. Such is the new conftK 
tutioji of the kingdom. 

. " What is called the revolution, is no-* 
thing more than an annihilation of abufes, 
accumulated for ages, by the errors of the 
people, and the power of minifters, which 
has never been that of kings. Thefe abufes 
were not lefs fatal to the nation, than to. the 
monarch. Under former reigns, authori- 

YOL. II. N 
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ty had continually attacked thefe abufes, 
without power to deftroy thejn; — they 
exift no longer. The foveteign nation ac^ 
knowledges none but citizens equal in 
rights, no other defpot than the laws, no 
other organs than public functionaries j 
And the king is the firft of thofe fun&io-* 
naries. Such is the French revolution, 

"This revolution muft have for its ene^e 
mies all thofe who, in the firft moments 
of error, regretted from perfonal feelings 

the abufes of the old government, But 

the king, whofe true force is indivifible 
from that of the nation, who Ji?is no other 
ambition than the happinefs of the people* 
no other real power than that which iade^ 
legated to him — the 'king pught not to have 
hefitated to adopt a happy conft^tntion, 
which regenerated, at the fame time, his 
authority, the nation, and the monarchy, 
All his power has been preferved to him, 
except the formidable power of making 
laws. 

? c The moft dangeroiis of his enemies arc 
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thofe who have affefred to throw doubts 
on the intentions of the monarch. Thefe 
men ate either very guilty or very blind : 
they think themfelves the friends of the 
king; and they are the only enemies of 
royalty: they would have deprived the 
monarch of the love and confidence of a 
great nation, if his principles and probity 
had been lefs known. Ah! what has the 
king not done to prove that he alfo reckon** 
ed the revolution, and the French cojiftitu* 
tion, am&ng his titles to glory? After 
having accepted and fan&iohed every law, 
he has negle&ed no means to caufe them 
to be executed. In the month of February 
in the laft year, he promifcd in the na- 
tional affembly to maintain them ; he took 
the oath amidft the univerfal federation of 
the kingdom : honored with the title of 
"reftorer of French liberty," he will trans- 
mit more than a crown to his fon: he 
will tranfmit to him ^ conftitijtional roy- 
alty/' 

The king repells the fuggeftions of thofe 
€ J enemies of the conftitution who 9ffqfc 
n ? 
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that he is unhappy, that his authority is 
degraded, and his perfon not free," by con- 
trary affertions, for which he gives the 
moft honorable motives. His pretended 
want of freedom he chara&erifes as "an 
' atrocious calumny, if it be fuppofed that his 
will could be forced; abfurd, if his want of 
liberty could be prefumed from the con- 
tent which his majefty has often exprefled 
to remain amidft the citizens of Paris j 
a confent which he owed to their patrio- 
tifm, even to their fears, and efpecially to 
* their love. Thefe calumnies nevcrthelefs 
have penetrated into foreign courts, and 
have been repeated by Frenchmen who 
have voluntarily exiled themfelves from 
their country, inftead.of fharingin its 
glory, and who, if they are not its enemies, 
have at leaft abandoned their poft of citi- 
zens" The remainder of this letter, is 

in the fame ftrain, and is figned by the 
minifter of foreign affairs, M. Mpntmo- 
rin. . - 

When this letter, addreffed to the French 
ambafladors, was read in^the affembly, it 
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excited, as might naturally be fuppofed, 
the warmeft enthufiafm. A deputation of 
the whole aflembly to the king, was propo- 
fed* and d, numerous body accompanied 
the prefident, to exprefs the fentiments 
which it felt. " I am deeply a±Fe£led," re- 
plies the king, ";at the juftice which the, 
national aflembly renders me. If it could 
read my heart, it would fee nothing there* 
but fentiments fitted to juftify the confi- 
dence of the nation. All fufpicion would 
be banifhed; we fhould all be happy." 

Six weeks after writing this letter, and 
giving this reply to the deputation of the 
aflemblyrthe king takes his flight, leaving 
behind him a declaration or memorial, re- 
probating, in the moft unqualified and un- 
meafured terms, every aft of the aflembly 
from its commencement, and every tittle 
of the conftitution which he had (6 irrevo- 
cably fworn to defend. The verfatility of 
the king's chara&er, it has been obferved, 
was amongft its defefts: yet it would have 
been difficult to believe, that, in the inter- 
val between the writing the letter to the 
n 3 
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ambaffadors, and his flight from Paris, he 
could have changed the whole of his opi- 
nions. M. Bertrand, neverthelefs, who 
pretends to be initiated in all his fecrets, 
will not permit us to indulge the poflibi- 
lity of fiich inconftancy, which candor 
might refolve into conftitutional weaknefs. 
He forces us into the belief of the moft 
flagrant conduft on the part of his 
matter, when he affures us, that, previous 
to the writing of this letter to the mi- 
nifters at foreign courts, previous to the 
king's perfonal declaration in the aflembly, 
promifing and fwearing to maintain the 
conftitution in all its parts, the king was 
confirmed in his projeft of departure for 
Montmedi, and, in, his laft letter to M. 
Bouille, fixed the epocha at the end of 
April, ot the firft days of May. 

If fuch be really the cafe, it creates fbme 
furprife why the king (hould haye been 
brought, at the moment nearly of his pre- 
meditated evafion, to commit himfelf fo 
folemnly to foreign courts. He might 
readily have found the means of evading 
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this laft a&, the moft prominent of all, 
fince it was an appeal* for the re&itude of 
his conduft and the fincerity of his inten- 
tions, to the world-— No! "His majefty," 
fays the fame apologift, cc feeing that no 
aft contrary to his religious principles was 
the condition of the propofitions made to 
him, decided on accepting them, and in 
confequence ordered his minifter for fo- 
reign affairs to write to all the ambafladors 
and minifters of France in every Court of 
Europe, th^t famous circular letter/' 

There appears fomething like a contra* 
diftion in this laft affertionj; for the an- 
nalift is peremptory in his ftatements that 
the primary motives for the flight to Mont- 
medi were the indignities offered the king 
for his attachment to the refra&ory clergy; 
and the circular letter, fo far from contain- 
ing nothing hoftile to the king's religious 
principles, mentions, as the firft article of 
the accepted conftitution, the reform which 
had taken place in the church. The ex-» 
minifter is indeed fhocked at the king's in-* 
n 4 
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fincerity in the declaration he made on htS 
return, and obferves that " the mouth of 
kings ought, at all times and in all circum- 
ftances, to be the pureft organ of truth 
and good faith/' It would be ungenerous 
to prefs the ex-minifter for a definition of 
thofe terms: but, what he meatis, in the 
prefent inftance, by religious principle, we 
are at a lofs to conjecture. 

We have heard of men braving every 
danger, and f^crificing their lives, in de^ 
fence of fpeculative errors : the noble army 
of martyrs were, for the moll part, foldiers 
of this defcription ; but hiftory, I believe, 
has feldom prefented us with a recruit to 
this honorable band, who pleaded religi- . 
;ous principle for the violation of every 
common rule and precept of moral obliga- 
tion. The triumph of martyrs was not like- 
that of the wily Carthaginian, to deceive, 
and fly : in the face of tortures and death, , 
they witneffed an honeft confeffion, fcorn- 
ing every compromife with diflimulatioh 
or falfehoodj and, with the man defcribed 
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fey the poet, juft, and tenacious of rights 
flood firm againft the clamors of the ma- 
lignant crpwd, mocked the frowns of the 
inftant tyrant, and braved heroically the 
burft of power* about to overwhelm and 
crufh them* 

But, while we adopt the opinion of the 
annalift, and agree that this evafion was 
the moft fatal flep which the king had 
taken, we are forced to enlarge the mea- 
fure of reproach, which he confines to 
thofe who counfelled him ; and extend it 
to fuch as the archbifhop of Aries, who 
urges, with profeffional courtefy, the ex- 
ample of David, as a religious topic of 
confolation. The king finds the refem- 
blance perfeftly natural, and glories in his 
conformity of fentiments and ideas with 
the Hebrew prince. It is at the feet of 
religion that he offers up the injuries done 
to the moilarch, and, with the compla- 
cency of a pardoned penitent, dwells on, 
the happinefs of having fetisfied divine 
juftice. 
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This difpofition and frame of mind; 
under the influence of juft views and mo* 
tives, is, no doubt, highly praife*worthy i 
but the error into which the king appears 
to have fallen, was a fatal mifapprehen- 
fion refpetting the nature of his offence* 
It was not the commiflion of a£ts con- 
ceived with fyftematic fraud and treachery j 
it was not the violation of themoftfo* 
lemn obligations, and moft facred oaths j 
it was not the guilt which, according to 
the poet, always haunts the heart of per-*' 
jured kings ; thefe were not the offences 
that humbled him in the dull before the 
throne of divine juftice ; with thefe affairs 
there was a very convenient compromife $ 
the king's confcience,,like that of David 
under an accumulation of guilt of another 
kind, was quietly at repofe * No ! — it was 
a crime of greater horror, and more worthy 
of condign punifhment, than any here 
enumerated ; it was the preference given 
to philofbphy, over the antique worfhip of 
his anceftors, <c fo dear to St. Lewis;" 
that " infolent philofophy, which had fe- 
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duced and precipitated him into an abyfi 
of evils/' 



v Without prefuming to become the apo-. 
logift of infolent philofophy, or put it in 
competition with the antique worfhip fo 
dear to St. Lewis, we may venture to 
doubt whether philofophy, even ftript of 
its infolence, could, with any abfolving 
remedy, with any oblivious antidote, ad* 
minifter to a mind thus difeafed : and the 
king, in this inftance, did not a& unwifely 
in cleaving to the accommodating faith of 
his fathers, which offered fuch fources of 
confolation. 

It is with peculiar propriety alfo, that 
-the king, under the influence of thofe 
catholic feelings, drags this infolent cul- 
prit before the facred tribunal of an anti- 
conftitutional Ambrofe, the " prifm" of 
whofe faith, as the king informs us, had 
the happy faculty of diflefting whatever 
fcanty virtues philofophy might pofTefs, 
into ftrong refemblances of vice -, virtues 



I8S CORRESPONDENCE OF 

ifrhich the prifmatic fathers of the charcfr, 
with more appearance of candor, had dig- 
•nified with the title of u fplendid fins." 
At the feet o£ this cpuftly prdate, unmeet 
fucdeffor of the archbifhop of Milan, let 
us leave the modern Theodofius— Unwill- 
ing, by invidious contrafts, to mofck the 
comparifon which is made with fo much 
felf-complacency. We^ cannot help, how- 
ever, ejcpreffing our regret that the faith 
of his fathers ferved the unhappy monarch 
v in no better ftead, and that, in fpite of the 
bitternefs of his invettive,- he had riot 
placed a wider interval between himfelf 
and thefe courtly confefTors, and attached 
himfelf more clofely, under the aufpices of 
the venerable Malefherbes, to the obfer- 
vance of the maxims of this infolent philo^ 
fpphy. 
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J,ETTRE XLII. 

A M. PE BOUILLE. 

3 Juillet, 1791. 

VOUS avez fait votre devoir, mon* 
(ieur : ceffez de vous accufer. Cepen- 
dant je con9ois votre affli&ion $ yous avez_ 
tout pfe pour moi, et vous n'ave? pas 
reuffi. Le deftin s'eft oppofe a mes pro- 
jets et aux votres : de fatales circonftan- 
pes ont paralyfe ma volonte, votre^ cou- 
rage, et ont rendu nuls vds preparatifs. 
"Je ne jnurmure point contre la Provi- 
dence : je fais que le fucces dependoit de 
moi : mais il faut avoir une ame atroce 
pour verfer le fang de fes fujets ; .pour 
pppofer une refiftahce, et amener la guerre 
civile en France. Toutes ces idees ont 
dechire mon cceur : toutes mes belles re- 
folutionsfe font evanouies. Pour reuffir, 
il me fallait le coeur de Neron, et Tame 
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dc Caligula. Recevez, monfieur, mes rc- 
mercimens : que n'eft-il en mon pouvoir 
de vous temoigner toute ma reconnaif- 
fence? 

Louis, 
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BETTER ?LTI, 

(TraDjlation.) 




TO M. EE BOUILI.E, 



JulyS, 1791. 

YOU have done your duty, fir : ceafe 
to accufe yourfelf. And yet I can con- 
ceive your affliction: you have rifqued 
every thing for me, and have not fuc- 
ceeded, Deftiny oppofed my projects and 
yours ; fatal circumftances palfied my 
will, your courage, and rendered null 
your preparations, I do not murmur 
againft Providence. Succefs, I know, de- 
pended on myfelf ♦ but he muft have an 
atrocious mind who could have fhed the 
blood of his fubje&s, and, * by making re- 
iiftance, have caufed a civil war in France. 
Thofe ideas rent my bofohi; and all my 
refolutions vanifhed. To fucceed, I muft 
have had the heart of I^ero, and the foul 



/ 
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of "Caligula. Receive, fir, my thanks ; 
why have I not the power tp teftify to you 
$1 my gratitude ? 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XLIId LETTER. 

AMONG the perfonages concerned in 
the king's evafion, M, de Bouille appears 
to have a£ted a very principal part, and, 
by an unaccountable feries of miftakes 
and blunders, to have been the caufe of 
its failure. It appears from the king's 
anfwer, that this officer had been loud in 
his felf-accufations. The king, with his 
ufual benignity of difpofition, pardons 
and confoles him*, by throwing the faults 
of the commander on the will of fate, 

This letter prefents the king in a ftill 
more amiable point of view, if it be true, 
that, at the hazard of a few lives, he could 
have attained the objeft of his wifhes. 
Were this point even doubtful, his aver« 
(ion to the fhedding of human blood* in 
qrcumftances where he could have been 
pafily juftified, excites regret that fo many 
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virtues fhould be combined in the fame 
charadter with fo many errors, 

Bouille, in an impertinent and fome* 
what filly letter to the national affembly, 
attempted to turn the indignation of the 
public from his royaj malt? r, on himfelf, 
He miffed his aim, inafmuch as his ilU 
judged menaces excited no /Other feeling 
in either the ^Ifembly or the people than 
good-humoured laughter $nd contempt. 
If wg§, however, unfortunate' for all par^ 
ties that his projefts were formed with fq 
little addreis j for the greateft calamity 
that could have befajlert the king or the 
country, wa? the failure of the plani which* 
had it fucceeded,fo far from caufing a civil 
war, as the l^ing feemed to fear, would 
have united all parties for the fownation 
of a wifer conftitution, and prevented the 
commiflion of thofe primes which after-, 
wards fullied the French revolution 
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3LETTRE XUtt. 

A MONSIEUR/ 

23 Juillet, 1791. 

IL faut done encore que mon malheur 
pefe fur vous, et que vous foyez une 
jiouvdle ,viiftime de la fatalite qui me 
pourfuit. Lorfqueje cherchais un afyle, 
le repos, l'honneur, et des Fran9ais, je 
n'ai trouve fur iiies pas que la trahifon, 
un abandon cruel, l'audacc du crime, et 
la fatalite des circonftarifies. Plus d'ef* 
poir de ramener. les- Fr^n^ais* plus de 
juftificatipn 9. efperer, de Jiberte 3 obte* 
nir, de bien a faire, de plein gr£, de mon 
propre mouvement, II y a quelques jours, 
que j'etais un vain fantome de roi, le 
chef impuiflant d*iin peuple tyran de fon 
roi, efclave de fes opprefleurs ; aujour^ 
' d'hui je partage fes fers s je fuis prifonnieji 
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. dans mon palajs ; je n'ai pas mime le 
droit de me plaindre. Separe de ma fa* 
mille entiere, mon epqijfib, n>a four, mes 
enfans, gemiflent loin de fhoi : et vous, 
mon frere, par le plus noble devouement 
vous vous etes condamne a lexil ; vous 
voila dans les lieux ou gemiffent tant de 
vi&imes que l'honneur appelait fur lesj 
bords du Rhin, mais que mon amour/ 
pour eux, mes ordres, ou plutot mes pre£ 
fantes invitations, rappelaient dans le fein 
de leur trifle patrie. lis font malheureux, 
dites vous f oh ! dites leur que Louis, 
que leur roi, que leur pere, que' leur ami, 
eft plus malheureux encore. Cette fuite, 
qui m'etait fi neceffaire, qui devait peut- 
&re faire mon bonheur et celui du peu- 
pie, fera le motif d'une accufation- terrible. 
Je fuis menace : j'entends les cris de la 
haihe. On parle de m'interroger ! Non, 
jamais ! tout le tems qull me fera permit 
de me croire roi de France, j eviterai touff 
ce qui tendrait a m'avilir. Oh ! mon 
frere, efperons un plus'doux avpnir: le 
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fran^ais aimait fes rois : qu'ai-je done 
fait pour etre hai", moi qui les ai toujours 
portes dans mon coeur ? Si j'avais ete un 
Neron, unTibere # ..,..Qifun doux espoir 
nous refte encore. Puiffe la premiere let- 
tre que jq vous adrefler&i, vous apprendre 
que mon fort eft change. 

v ^ Louis* 



°3 
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1ETTER XUII. 

(Tranflation.} 

, TO MONSIEtfR* 
^ July 23, 179?* 

MY misfortunes then muft fall upon 
you ; and you are doomed to be a new 
victim of that fatality by which I am 
purfued* While I fought an afylum r 
repofe, honor, and Frenchmen, I* only 
found, at every ftep, treafon, a cruel de- 
fertion, the boldnefs of crime, and the 
fatality of circumftances* AH thoughts 
of regaining the French are over ? no jus- 
tification is to be hoped, no liberty to be 
obtained, no- good to be effected from my 
own Spontaneous will. A few days fince, 
I was a vain phantom of a monarch, the 
impotent chief of a people the tyrants of 
their king, and the flaves of their oppref- 
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ton : I now {hare witli them their 'chains. 
A prifbner in my palace, I am deprived 
even of the right of complaint. Sepa- - 
rated from my whole family, my wife, my 
: fitter, my -children, figh at a diftance from 
me ; while you, my brother, by the moft no- 
ble difintereftednefs, have condemned your- 
felf to exile. You are now in thofe regions 
that echo the moans of fo many vi&ims, 
whom honor called to the banks of the 
Rhine, but whom my affe&ion, my orders, 
or rather my earneft entreaties, fought to 
bring back to the bofom of their defolate 
country. You fay they are unhappy ! 
ah ! tell them that Lewis, that their king, 
their father, their friend, is more unhappy 
ftill ! This flight, which was fo neceffary 
for me, which would perhaps have pro- 
cured my happinefs, and that of my people, 
will furnifli motives for a terrible accufa- 
tion. I am menaced; the cries of hatred 
ftrike my ear ! They talk of interrogating 
me ! No, never ! While I am fuffered to 
believe myfelf king of France, I will avoid 
whatever would tend to degrade me. 
«4 
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Oh ! my brother ! let us hope for * 
milder futurity : the French loved their 
king : what then have I done to deferve 
their hatred ? I, who have ever borne them 
in my heart. Were I a Nero, a Tiberius* 

[Let us ftill cherifh a foothing hope; 

and may my next letter inform you that 
my fortune is changed. 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XLIttd LETTER. 

THE count of Provence was more for* 
tunate than his royal brother. He had 
hot M. de Bouille to efcort him to the 
frontiers* and therefore reached his de- 
stined place in fafety. The piflure which, 
the king draws of his fituation is affeffc* 
ing; but the catalogue of evils tinder 
which he was fuffering ends with one, that 
contained, alas ! more of truth than ht 
meant to ^prefs — that he had unfortu- 
nately deprived himfelf even of the right 
to complain* 

It muft be admitted that the aflembiy 
afted towards their fugitive king with 
unexampled, but fatal, generofity. He 
had clearly violated the contra£l <wi his 
part, and had pronounced, as it were, his 
own abdication. The aflemblv had de* 



creed, at the moment of the evafion, tfyat 
the royal fun&ions, and thofe of the .exe- 
cutive power, were fufpended in the hands 
of the king i they now decreed that this 
fufpenfion fhould fubfift, till, the confti- 
- tution being finifhed, the conftitutional 
aft fhould be prefented to him. Having 
thus put the king in the cafe of doing no 
"wr6ng, they decreed that he could not be 
arraigned for the wrong he had already 
,done : but at the fame time they added a 
few comminatory claufes to the^ constitu- 
tion* the firft of which enafted, that* if 
the king, after having taken the oath to 
the conftitution, retraced, he fhould be 
oonfidered as having abdicated. All the 
various oaths which the king had taken 
being now virtually done away, and as he 
had forfeited all confidence, the affembly 
thought itfelf juftified in guarding him 
more carefully than it Jiad done before; 
and the king might be eonfidered as a 
kind of ftate^prifoner, till the conffitu- 
tion was finifhed, which was. two months 
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after his return, when, having again re- 
peated the oaths to maintain and defend 
it, he was fet at liberty. 

Meanwhile, the count of Provence in- 
creafed the number of thofe who, accord- 
ing to the ftyle of the king's letters, had 
gone . to feek for honor on the banks of 
the Rhine. This emigration might have 
been pardoned in his younger brother, 
whofe, follies and extravagant projects, 
at the beginning of the revolution, had 
rendered him juftly odious and con- 
temptible to every clafs o£ Frenchmen: 
but Monfieur had been infefted with no 
chivalrous maladies of this kind ; on the 
contrary, his conduft had been generally 
irreproachable, and fometimes ,even li- 
beral. His opinions fince his flight have 
been conformable to thofe of his royal 
brother ; but, previous to that event, he 
had difoovefed a degree of moderation, 
which if others of his race had ftiared* 
the revolution would perhaps have ter- 
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minated more happily for the intefefts of 
his family, and the powers of Europe who 
mingled themfelves in the difputs. ' 
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. LETTRE XLIV, 

» 

/i MONSIEUR, N 

27 Aoftt, 1791. 

LE rapprochement dont yous m'en? 
tretenez, mon cher frere, eft bafe fur un 
preftige, auq'iiel j.e ne puis ajouter aucune 
(croyance. Ce qui fe paffe fous mes yeux ? 
demontre que les principes qu'on puife 
jdans la theorie de l£ politique, s'eclip- 
fent dans Texecution. D'ailleurs, cohit 
ment combattre les fpphifmes dont l'on 

ptaye les pretentions des npvateurs ? 

La reine perfevere dans fon courage : fy 
fermete femble augmenter, plus notre po-? 
(ition devient accablante. Ce ^qui nous 
entoure, me par&it bien faible pour lutter 
avec fucces contre la tour be de nos enne? 
mis. Je ne faurais trop vous engager ^ 
donncr l'exemple de la circonfpe£lion f 
On epie des pretextes : il f^ut t&cher 4? 
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paralifer par notrc prudence les trames du 
crime r 

Vous connaiflez, mon cher frere, rim* 
jnutabilite de mes tendres fentimens poor 
vote. 

Louis, 



/ 
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JJETTER XLIV, 
(TranJIaUotu) 

f MONSIEUR. 

N 

V 

Auguft27 f 1791 f 

THE approximation you fuggeft to me, 
my dear brother, is founded "on aii illtu- 
lion to which I can give no manner q£ 
credit, What paffes befpre my eyes, de* 
monftrates . to me that principles drawn, 
from the theory of politics, vanifh in th$ 
execution. Befides, what weapon can be 
ufed againft the multiplied fophifms em-* 
ployed to enforce the pretenfions of inno« 
vators ? The queen difplays the fame 
courage : her fortitude feems to augment 
in proportion as our fituation become? 
defperate. All that furrounds us, appears 
to me very inefficient to contend fuccefs* 
fully with the hordes of our enemies. J 
fannot engage yoq too ftrongly to IhQW 
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an example of circu/nfpe&ion : pretexts 
are eagerly watched for; and we muft 
endeavour, by p\ir prudence, to neutralijfe 
thp efforts of crims. 

You know, my dear brother, the immu* 
tability of my tendernefs for you. 

Lewis* 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XLIVth LETTER. 

THIS letter from the king fuppofes a 
plan of his brother, for a coalition of par- 
ties in France, favorable to the views of 
the court* The project was perhaps 
wife: and, had fuch a coalition been 
formed on reafonable grounds, the con* 
ftitution, deranged a? it had been in the 
revifion, . might yet have gone on with 
prudent* conductors. The detail of "this 
projeft appears to the king not only diffi- 
cult with refpeft to the general principle, 
but impf a&icable ; fince the means were 
wanting, to carry any plan into execu- 
tion. " All that furrounds us," fays the 
king, " appears to me too feeble to 
ftruggle with fuccefs againft the hordes 
of our enemies :" and whoever looks into 
the hiftory of this epocha, as it is re- 
corded by M, Bertrand de Moleville, who 

" VOL. II. P 
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was one of the minifters of the day, will 
readily be convinced that the king's ob- 
fervation was well founded. There were 
perhaps, pi the new legiflative body, 
more men of watm imagination, than of 
folid judgement s but we have only to 
read the details, given in this hifto* y, of 
the politics of the Tuilleries and the trkks 
of fomt of its agents, to be convinced* 
that, if the legiflative body was not al- 
ways as refpe&ftd as M. Bertrand could 
have wiftied, fuch difrefpeft arofo lefe 
from difregard to the conftitution, than 
the knowledge it had at the time, and 
which this minifter has fince avowed, that 
the moft confidential fervants of his ma- 
jfeftyfelt, for this fame conftitution, the 
moft perfeft contempt. Surrounded with- 
in by agents thus indifpofed, it is no won- 
, der that the king found himfelf weak $ 
to which if we add the* agents on the 
Rhine, co-operating in the ruin of the 
objeft of their pretended devotednefs, no 
doubt will remain of the truth of the 
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king's afiertion, that he had to ftruggle 
againft a crowd of enemies. The moft 
fatal divifion of thofe enemite, both fo-< 
reign and domeftic, w ere, without doubt, 
thofe who ftyled themfelves his friends* 
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lETTREXLV.. 

AV PRINCE DE CONDE. 
&fon Coo fin, 

EN vain j'ai temoigne a mes fireres, 
combien tous ces raffemblemens en armes 
fur les bords du Rhin etaient contraires a 
la faine politique, a l'interet des Fran^ais 
exiles, a ma propre caufe. On veut tou- 
jours prendre TofFenfive: on veut toujours 
nous menacer de Tetranger, et l'oppofer 
aux Fran9ais egares* Cette conduite me 
penetre de douleur, et ne peut avoir que 
de funeftes refultats. C'eft perpetuer les 
haines, exciter le courroux; c'eft enfin me 
priver de tous les moyens de conciliation. 
DSs Tinftant que les hoftilites auront com- 
mence, vous pouvez etre aflure que le re- 
tour en France eft impofliblej Temigra- 
tion fera un crime d'etat;' et Ton voudra le- 
vir contre des coupables qui ne font au- v 
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jourd'hui que des viftimes ; et des Fran- 
Sais, qui furent obliges par 1* violence 
d'abahdonner leur patrie, feront regardes 
comme des traitres, qui voulurent dephirer 
Je fein de la* France. Ces raffemblemens 
d'emigres, qui jamais n'aqront mon appro- 
bation, centuplent les forces de mes enne- 
mis. Cewx-cj me croyent toujours Tame 
de vo$ preparatifs, lis me fuppofent mik\ 
confeil fecret, fous le nom de comite Au- 
trichien, que diiige 1? genie de la reine, que 
ma volonte foutjent, et qui vous r^tient fur 
les bords du Rhin. lis crient aux armes j 
leurs agens, b*en endottrines, fe repandent . 
dans les ryes, dans les places publiques, 
fous les fenetres de mon chateau ; et tous t 
les jours ils fqht retentir a mes oreHles ce 
cri funebre, "la giterre! la guerre!" Je 
fuis epouvante de. leur tenacite, de leur fu* 
reur, de leurs cris de rage. Les infenfesj 
ils yculent la guerre ! Ah ! fi jamais lq 
fignal etait donne, elle ferait Johgue et c_ru- x 
elle. Comine elle n'aurait d'autre objet 
que la vejigeance et la haine, «lle deviendrait 
jbarbare. O Dieu \ prefervez la France de 
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ce funefte fleau ! que ce* hurlen$e*ts homi- 
cides ne foient point entendus! S*il me 
faut defcendre du trone, rftonter fur l'6cha~ 
faud ou Charles premier fiit immole, aban* 
donher ce que j'ai de plus cher au monde, 
me voil& pret ; mais point de guerre! point 
de guerre ! dependant le bruit de vos pre* 
paratifs fe fait ^ntendfe^.^Mon coufin, 

* vous, qui defirez unir la gloire $a devoir 
«=— vous, que les emigres regardent comma 
leur p§re et leur chef, et que j'eftime moi 
comme un prince Joyal et magnanime— * 
pppofez vous, je vous en conjure, aux pro* 
jets infenfes des Fran9ais reunis pr£s de 
vous : faites leur bieii conAaitre tout fe 
danger: dppofez ma volontS, xnts avis, 
toes prieres friemes, & cette valeur irritee 
parrinjiiftice, parle malheur, par Tinjure^ 
Ofons efperer encore \ 1'orage peut avoir 

* un terme: 4es tems plus heureux^euvent 
s'qffrif k.nous. J'ai beffoin de 1'efperance, 
et d'apprendre que vous etes dociles a ma 
voix\ pour gouter un inftant de bonheur, 
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LETTER XLV. 

9 

TO THE PRINCE OF CONDE. , 
My Coufin, 

IN vain I have intimated to my brothers 
how much thofe armed affemblies of* the 
banks of the Rhine are contrary to found 
policy, the interefts of the exiled French, * 
and my own caufe. They ftill periift in 
their refolutions of attack, threaten us with 
foreigners, and oppofe them to Frenchmen 
led aftray. This conduct fills me with for- 
row, and muft produce the moft difaftrous 
conferences : it will perpetuate hatred, ex- 
cite vengeance, and deprive me of all means 
of conciliation. The mompit that hpftilities 
begin, you may be allured that all return 
into France will be impoffible; emigration 
will become a ftate-crime: thofe will then 
be attacked as criminals, who how are 
pjxlyvi&isiS} and Frenchmen, whom vio- 
P4 
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lence ha,d forced to fly, will be confidered as 
traitors, who fought to lacerate the bofom 
of their country. Thisv re-union of emi- 
grants, Which will never obtain my appro~ 
bation, multiplies an hundred-fold the 
forces of my enemiefe. They perfift in 
confidering me as the foul of ypur prepa- 
rations ; they imagine I have a fecret coun- 
cil, undej: the name of the Auftrian com- 
mittee, dire&ed by the genius of the queen, 
encouraged by my approbation, and who 
retain you on th6 banks of the Rhine. 
They cry, to arms: their agents, well in- 
ftru&edy-fpread themfelves in the ftreets, 
in the public fquares, under the windows" 
of my palace • and every day they found 
in my ear the funeral cry of "war! war?" 
I am affrighted at their tenacious obftina- 
cy, their fury, their cries of rage. What 
madmen ! they wiflj for war! Ah! if ever 
the fignal were given, it would he a long 
and cruel cohteft: having no other objeft * 
than vengeance and hatred* it wdtdd be- 
come barbarous. Oh God! preferveiFrance 
from this fatal fcourge ! let not thofe ho ? 
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micide yells be heard ! If I muft defcend 
from the throne, mount the fcaffold where 
Charles the Fir ft was immolated, and aban- 
don all that is dear to me on earth, I am 
ready — but no war ! no war ! 

Neverthelefs, the noife of your prepara^ 

tions has reached me, You, my coufin, 

who are defirous of uniting glory and 
duty — you, whom the emigrants confider 
as their father and their chief, and I my- 
felf efteem as a loyal and magnanimous 
prince— oppofe, I conjure you, the wild . 
pr<ye£ts of the French affembled around 
your perfqn; make known to them the 
danger; opppfe my will, my counfeis, 
even my prayers, to this valor, inflamed 
byinjuftice, misfortune, and injuries. Let 
us yet dare to hope : the ftorm may pals 
away; happier times may be in referve for 
us; I ftand in need of hope, and of learn- 
ing that you are docile to my voice, in qrdcr 
to enjoy one moment of happinefs. < 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XLVth LETTER. 

OF the crowd of Cf vidtims, that, wan«^ 
dered in fearch of honor on the banks of 
the Rhine, " the prince of Conds w*s per* 
haps the moil chivalrous and enterprifing. 
While his coufin, the count d'^rtois, was 
attending the levee of foyereigns, and jour- 
neying, with fatal alacrity, from Pilnitz to 
Mantua, feeding the hoftilities of foreign 
princes againft his country, in defiance 
pf his brother's orders both public and 
private, and molt clearly in direft oppo-r 
'ihioq. to his interefts -r- the prinqe of 
Conde was lharpening his fwprd, to entgr 
France at the head of his troops of emir 
grants, followed by the isft of indignant 
Europe, h^fteijing to avenge tfye caiife of 
Jongs. 

On whatever other points doubts may 
fee entertained of the fmcerity of Lewis the 
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8ixteenth 9 his public declarations and his 
private injun&ions furniih fuffipient tefti* 
mony that at this moment he was fincere. 
He wifely judged that this armed emigra-* 
tion was contrary to found policy, as well 
as to the interefts of the emigrants, and his 
own caufe. He forefaw the fatal refujts 
which muft attend thefe afts of hoftility, 
and warns the prince of the confequences, 
by a detail of the evils which his perverfe^ 
nefs would bring on the caijfe he pretend- 
ed to fupport. He conjures him tp bppofc 
his influence to the ** mad defigns " of his 
followers, to point out the danger which 
awaited them, to infift on his orders, to be 
the herald of his entreaties, to commiferate 
his fituation, and refpe& his p?ace. The 
prince of CondS remained inexorable. The 
Conqueft of France was Ar\ objeft too fe- 
ducing to yield to confiderations of this na- 
ture; and the magnanimity, the loyalty, 
and the glory, with which the king compli- 
ments his coufin, in order to flatter him 
v into obedience, the prince deemed more 
chiyajroufly eyinped by remaining,* what 
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the king ftyles him, the "father and chief 
of the emigrants. . 

Thofe aflemblies of French beyond the 

frontiers had given great and juft caufe of 

complaint to the nation ; and fevere laws 

had been enatted in the legislative affem- 

bly againft thofe prefumed confpirators ; 

which decrees the king had nqverthelefs 

refufed to fan&ion. Xh* s refufal' excited 

the indignation of the legiflature, fince* 

though the danger was nqt imminent, the 

jn?nape<w$s infultingj npr could the keep*. 

cr of the fe^ls, who was the bearer of the 

veta at the bar of the affembly, convince 

the members, (notwithftanding the phyfical 

precaution of taking libations of water, re-* 

corded by his collegue M. Bertrand, tp 

jnfqre coolnefs in the difcuflipn) that tern-. 

poiifmg on this fubjeft was either prudent 

or conftitutional. The anfw$r of the prince 

of Conde to this fv?pplic#pry letter does not 

appears but it feems that the courage and 

daringnefs of thefe emigrant princes of the 

froufe of Bourbon increafed in the exa& 
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ratio of the dangers and difficulties into 
which they plunged Lewis the Sixteenth. 

The king, after refufing his fenttion to 
the fcvere laws enafted againft the emi- 
grants„wrote to both his brothers in terms 
the moft impreflive, to reprefent the evil* 
attending their abfence, and to command 
their return. Thefe letters were delivered 
to their addrefs at Cbblentz, by the French 
ambaffador. The anfwer from both forms 
a lingular model of affe&atjon and infen- 
fibility. Under pretence that their titles 
had been omitted, both allured the king 
that {hey had hefitated to open his letters ; 
and, perfuaded that he was ftill in moral 
and phyfical captivity at Paris, both de- 
clared that they would pay refpett neither 
to his entreaties nor his orders. Louis 
Staniflas Xavier was diffatisfiad that hi* 
brother had not called him Monfieur ; and 
Charles Philippe, that the king had not tail- 
ed him brother. ThUs fported thofe idle 
perfonages with the feelings and fituation 
of the unhappy monarch, till they fiicceed- 
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cd in carrying into execution their ho&Jti 
purpofes againft France, which ended, as 
1 was predicted by the king, in the total de- 
feat of all their hopes, after caufihg the 
overthrow of the throne,, of which they af« 
fe&ed to appear the bulwark, and bringing 
the unhappy viftim of their petulance and 
obflinacy to the fcaffokL 
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1ETT&E XLV1. 

A M. DE ST. PRIEST 

27 Novembre, 17*1« 

Toutes les mefures, Monfieur, qui pen* 
vent allumer une guerre civile, ne font 
point celles que j'adopterai pour conferver 
mon autorite. J'abdiquerais plus volon* 
tiers le trone que de livrcr quelques. placet 
aux puiflances qui veulent me donner des 
prei^es de leur. haut interct. J'ai accepts* 
non fans beaucoup de repugnance, la 
notlvelle conftitution : mais je fuis de- 
cide a la maintenir, parceque j'en ai fait 
le ferment. La loyaute de mes principes 
peut feule juftifier la confiance de« Fran- 
qais. Mes freres, en s'obftinant a fuivre 
le plan qu'ils femblent avoir adopte, me 
preparent bien <Jes chagrins, et fe ferment 
peut-etre pour toujours les moyens de 
m'en confoler. Ufez, Monfieur, del'afcen- 
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dant dc votre efprit pour leur fairc ccfti* 
naitre 1'horrible pofition dans laqucllc j« 
me trouve. Leur retour ramenerait fure- 
ment funipn dans cette grande famille 
dont je me plais tant a me regarder comme 
le pere. 

En rendant juftice & vos offres gene* 
reufcs, Monfieur, et au zele pur qui les 
dirige, je ne puis dans le moment aftuel 
rien accepter, et encore moins me com- 
promettre par des promeffes dont on me 
ferait„un crime. Comptez, Monfieur, au- 
tant fur ma bienveillance, que fur le defir 
<jue j'ai de yous en donner des preuve^ 

Louis. 
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LETTER XLVL 
(Tranjlatio*.) 

% TO M. DE ST. PRIEST. 

November^, 1791. 

THE meafures, fir, that may kindle 
civil war, are not; thofe which I will adopt 
to preferve my authority* I would rather 
abdicate the throne, than deliver up my 
fortified* places to the powers who pro- 
pofe giving me proofs of their high in- 
terfeft. I have accepted, not without much 
repugnance, the new conftitution : but I 
am refolved to maintain it, becaufe I have 
fworn to do fo. The loyalty of my prin- 
ciples can alone juftify the confidence of 
the French people : my brothers, by obfti- 
nately purfuing the plan they feem to have 
adopted, are preparing many forrows for 
me, and depriving themfelves, perhaps for 
ever, of all means of confoling me. Em«* 

vol. n. q^ * N 



tSB CORRESPONDENCE Of 

ploy, fir, your poWeffs of perfuafion, to 
make them conceive the horrors of my 
fituation. Their return would furely lead 
to union in that great family, of which the 
title of father is fo dear to me. 

I appreciate your generous offers* fir, 
and the pure zeal by which they are dic- 
tated ; but at this moment I can accept 
nothing, and ftill lefs commit myfelf by 
promifes which would be confidered as 
crimes. Depend, fir, alike, on my good 
wiflies, an.d the defire I feel to realife 
them.; 

Lewis* 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XLVllh LETTER. 

• 

IT has already been obferved that the 
king* into whatever trials or perplexities 
he was thrown, however ftrongiy impelled 
by others to violent, or what were called 
energetic meafures, felt always a falutary 
horror at rifquing the lives of men- This 
letter to M* de St.Prieft is an anfwer to two 
modeft propofitions which the minifter 
had made him. The refourqe of civil war 
was an old projefr; but the delivery of 
the frontier-towns* in truft to powers who 
were anxious to give him proofs of their 
high intereft, had the merit of diplomatic 
novelty. The king's anfwer on both thofe 
points is decided, and loyal. 

Far from paying attention to thefe pro- 
pofals made by M. de St. Prieft, the king, on 
the contrary, urges the minifter to ufe his 
influence in an inverfe direction, and pre-. 

.CL2 
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vail on his brothers to abandon projects 
which, he is allured, (and in which he was 
not miftaken) were adapted to bring num- 
berlefs evils on his hpad. He pleads the 
horror of his fituation j he reprefents, in 
pathetic terms, the happinefs which would 
refult from their obedience to his orders. 
cc Their return," fays he, " would furely 
reftore union to this great family, of 
which I am fo delighted in confidering 
myfelf as the father." This fraternal ap- 
peal to -their fenfibility would not have 
been underftood by the brothers, ardent as 
they were for glory ; and it is very doubt- 
ful if the minifter was prompt in ufing his 
influence to excite in them thofe fenti- 
ments. ♦ 
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LETTRE XLVII. 

AM.PEN***. 

23 Decembre, 1791. 

LES deux partis oppofes, qui regnent 
dans Taflemblee legiflative, et qui fe font 
formes, pour ainfi dire, le jour de fon in- 
stallation, vous effrayent, et vous ont 
oblige d'ecouter les propofitions qui vous 
pat ete faites, et dont vous me parlez dans 
votre derniere lettre datee de votre maifcwi 
a* **• Comme vous, je fuis reellement ef- 
fraye de cette oppofition : la haine et 
1'envie la dirigent. Je vpis des maux in- 
calculables naitre de cette lutte nouvelle ; 
ft j'ai tout lieu de prefumer que je ferai la 
premiere viftime des debats fcandaleux 
qu'elle fera naitre. On vous a propofe de 
me Her au parti le plus violent et le plus, 
audkcieux, en prenant dans fon fein, on 
4'apres fon prefentation, les.miniftres qui 

Q.3 
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doivent etre mon confeil, et de ne placer 
que des hommes 4e leur c^raftere dans les 
places qui font a ma nomination. Tons 
ces gens la me plaifent peu j et je ne puis 
choifir parmi pvjx, La conftitution eft la, 
qui doit me fervir de guide ; je ne puis, ni 
ne dois, m'eh ecarter j et foyez perfuade 
que je chercherai les hommes qui peuvent 
m'etre utiles parmi ceipt qui aiment, et 
veulent defendre ce^te conftitution. Ceux 
qui m'ont ete defignes dans votre lettre, ne 
font pas de mon gout : ils n'ont, pour 
tout merite, que l'audace du crime ; ils ont 
tous une arriere-penfee, qqi toujours fera 
fubordonnee aux evenemens ; et je les 
crois encore plus attaches a quelques chefs 
adroits et deguifes, qu'a la cpnftitution, 
dont ils feignent youloir prendre la de- 
fenfe. II y a enqore parmi eux de beaux 
parleurs, mai? gens fans tenue, fans genie, 
ihcapables d'agir. Condovcet a la tete 
farcie de demonftr^tions, de problemes. 
Ce n'eft pas de la theorie qu'il nous faut ; 
c'eft une experience a£tive. Vergniaud 
n'eft pas afTes froidpour le cabinet 3 S***^ 
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fourbe et , maladroit ; L * * *, d'une fran- 
chife rebutante : il croit donner des con- 
feils, et vous dit de groffes injures af- 
feifonnees de patriotifme. Je ne choifirai 
point mes miniftres parmi ces hommes la. 
Jl me faut des hommes prudens, aflfez ge- 
nereux pour fe facrjfier 5 attaches par de- 
voir et par honneur, au nouvel ordre de 
chofes, et qui m'aiment affez pour daigner 
s'intereffer encore a moi. Vqus yqyez 
bien qu'il m'eft impoflible de faire un 
^ choix parjjii }es etres qui me font prefentes 
par le parti dont la puiffance vous efFraye. 
Voyons fi jepourrai le vaincre, en lui op- 
pofent les vrais amis de la conftitution. 
Adieii. 

* Lpuis. 



<*4 
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tETTERXLVII, 

(Trqnflation.) 

TO M. DE N * * *, 

December 23, 1791, . 

THE two oppofite parties that divide 
the legiflative affembly, and which were 
formed aJmbft on the day of its inftalla-? 
tion, excite your apprehenfions, and have 
led you to liften to the proportions which 
have been made to you, and which yon 
mention in . your laft letter to me, dated 
from your houfe, at* * *. Like you, I am 
really affrighted at this oppofition, di- 
rected by envy and hatred. J fee innu- 
merable evils fpringing from this new 
ftruggle, and have every reafon to forefee 
that I fhall be the firft vi&im of the fcan-r 
dalous diffenfipns it will produce. A 
propofal has been made to you, that I 
fhoul4 copneft myfelf with the moll 
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violent and moft daring party, by chufing 
among its members, pp rfpeiving from its 
hands, the minifters wjip compofe my 
counfel, and by placing only men of the 
fame ftamp wherever I have the npmina* 
tion. J am little pleafed with any of 
thofe m?h, and cannot chufe amongft 
them. The coqftitution exifts, and fhould 
be my guide, from which I neither .can 
nor ought to deviate; and be allured I 
will feefc the men for whom I have occa* 
lion, among thofe who love, stnd will de- , 
fend, the conflitutipn. The perfons indi- 
cated in your letter $re not at all to my 
tafte; their whole merit confifts in the 
boldnefs of crime ; they have all a lurk- 
ing fentiment, which will be made fubfef- 
vient to events \ ?tnd I believe they are 
more attached tp dexterous. ^n4 difguifeci 
chiefs, than to the cpnftitution, which 
they affeft to defend. There are among 
them fome fine fpeakers^ but men without 
conduft or genius, and incapable of aft-» 
jng. Condorcet has his head fluffed with 
^emonftrations, ai>d problems j and it is 
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not theory o£ which we Hand in ne&l, 
but active experience. Vergniaud has not 
fufficient coolnefs for the cabinet : S*** 
is a knave, and auk ward : L*** is di£- 
guftingly forward, and imagines he is de- 
livering oracles, while he gives you grofe 
abufe, feafoned with patriotifm. I will 
not chufe ipy minifters among fuch per- 
fons. I ftand in need of men of prudence, 
generous enough to make a facrifice of 
themfelves, attached by duty and honor to 
the new order of things, and who love me 
fufficiently to deign yet to intereft them-? 
felves in my fate. You fee plainly that it 
is impoifible for me to ehufe among the 
' perfons prefented to me by the party 
whofe power you dread. Let us fee if I 
can fubdue them, by oppofing to them the 
real friends of the conftifytion, 

I^ewis, 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XLVIIth LETTER, 

ONE of the greateft faults which the 
conftitueftt aflembly committed, was the 
felf-denial by which it refufed to its mem* 
bers a feat in the fucceeding legiflative 
body. The neceffary conference of this 
aft of impolicy was the introdu&ion of 
chara&ers into the fenate of the nation, 
who had ( been a&ive and ufeful in puft>- 
ing at the wheel of the revolution, but 
who, from their habits and incapacity, as 
well as from their violence, were altoge- 
ther unfitted to dirett its march. Among 
thofe reprefentatives, there were, however, 
men of as fplendid talents and deep re- 
fearch, as any that had diftinguiftied them- 
felves in the conftituent aflembly; and 
perhaps no names in the firft legiflature 
had a higher claim to celebrity, than the 
two which are mentioned in this letter, 
Condorcet and Vergniaud. 
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The great majority of the new legHla- 
ture were decided friends to the conftitiu 
tion, and perhaps men more royally than 
democratically inclined; but almoft all 
had apprehenfions that the executive 
power was much lefs favorably difpofed 
to the new fyftem* than themfelves ; ancj 
this idea w*s not unreafonable, when it 
was perceived of what heterogeneous ele-* 
ments the agents of the executive power 
were compofed, T^he king was not blind 
to the error which he had committed in 
the nomination of individuals to the im^ 
portant and difficult office of minifters, in 
whom the nation could place no confix 
dencQ. Honeft and upright men ought 
Indeed to withftand .the clamors of the 
multitude : but the pertinacity with which 
fome of this nunifterial band adhered tq 
their places, while they affeftcd to have it 
linderftood (what they have fince avowed) 
that the conftitution which they were ap-. 
pointed to direft was the objeft of their abn 
horrence, could not hut excite miftruft in a 
popular body, whofe opinions* in favor of 
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liberty and the revolution, were perhaps 
already raifed too high* 

The king <c had accepted the confuta- 
tion with repugnance $ M and fome fttfpi- 
cions might reafonably light on his inten- 
tionf , which the choice he had mide of his 
nynifters did not tend to difiipate. This 
idea feems to have ftruck the king's cor- 
refpondent, M. de N** *, who, it feems, 
had been negotiating with that party in 
the afiembly which Lewis the Sixteenth 
terms the moft violent and daring, re« 
Ipefling the choice of minifters, in place 
of thofe whom the king had chofen for 
himfelf, Monfieur de N * * * had pro- 
ceeded fb far in his negotiation as to de- 
(ignate certain perfons, whofe whole me- 
rit, according to hi9 majefty, was only 
the audacioufnefs of crime. As we are 
ignorant of the names defignated in M on- 
* fieur de N * * *'s letter, we muft take the 
king's opinion on trtift j perhaps it was 
well founded ; for fuch perfons there un- 
doubtedly were. A flight exception is 
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made, however, by the king, in favor of 
Condorcet and Vergniaud. "There art 
alfo, among them, fine orators, but men 
without conduft, without genius, and 
incapable of a&iftg." This opinion, ap- 
plied to thefe celebrated men, appears 
fomewhat hazarded •, one is too theoreti- 
cal, and one tqo enterprifing ; the names 
of the other two we leave in obfcurity; 
the greateft favor we can perhaps confer 
on their reputation. 

But it was not only Condoreet's want 
of experience, and Vergniaud's want of 
coolnefs, that difpleafed the king : he had 
a general antipathy to the whole. <c All 
thefe people difpleafe me; and I cannot 
chufe amongft them." The king was 
right in invoking the conftitution, which 
forbade fuch choice among the piembers 
of the legiflative body : but he was furely 
wrong in hefitating to look for men who 
loved* and were anxious to defend it. 
<c We have fworn neither of us to love or 
approve the conftitution, but to execute 
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it," fays one of thofe minifters, in a de- 
bate with his collegue. The diftin&ion 
was juft ; but it would have been wifer in 
the king to have chofen minifters, whole 
love and obedience were more in unifon. 
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LETTRE XLVI1I. 

A M. VERGNIAUD* 

19 janVfer, 1792. 

Votre plan eft fbblime, Monfieur a mais 
il n'eft plus terns de feindre. Vous pro- 
pofez s et je ne puis rien i je n'ai pas 
nieme le pouvoir de faire croire au defir 
que j'ai d operer le bien* Vous-meme, 
monfieur, quand bien meme je le youdrais, 
lie pouvez efperer aucun lucfces. Le crime 
veille ; on confpire $ la conftitutidn doit 
fuccomber, et avec elle le premier fondtion- 
naire public quelle a cree* Vous avez 
des idees grandes et lib6rales $ mais votre 
gouvernement mixte ne peut durer qu'un 
jour, Les novateurs n'ont aucun but ; ils 
vifent a la nouveaute, et ne s'attacheront 
jamais a rien : ils detruirant toujours ; 
ils renverferont le lendemain la conftitu- 
tion qtfils auraient etablie : les fonttion- 
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iiaires publics qu'ils auraicnt fiottimes i 
lis tendent a fe detruire eux-memes. II 
faut, Monfieur* fe rallier de bonne foi a la 
conftitution : elld a des «iitiperfe6tions, je 
Tavoue: mais, dans un terns oragetix, 
elle eft une planche falutaire. Sauvons 
enfemble, de bonne : )Foi, cette conftitu- 
iion* 

i 

Louis. 



v.. 
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XETTERXLVlHr 

(TranJUthn.) 

t 

TO M. VERGNIA0Dr 

January 19, I795T. 

YOUR plan is fublime, fir y bttt if b 
no longer time to feign. You make pro- 
pofitions j and I can perform nothing. I 
have not even the power of convincing 
the world that I have the «defire of doing 
good. Yourfelf, fir, even in the fuppofi-* 
tion that I confented, have na fuccefs to* 
hope* Crimes and conspiracies are abroad: 
the conftitution muft fall, and* with it r 
the firft public functionary whom it cre- 
ated. You have great and liberal ideas ;, 
but your mixed government can only laft 
a day. The innovators propofe to them- 
felves no particular $nd r they aim at no- 
velty, and will' never attach themfelves to 
any thing, but will always deftroy. They 
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Wotild overthrow, to-morrow, the confti- 
tution they had eftablifhed to day, and the 
public fun&ionaries they had themfelves 
made : they tend to their own deftrufrron. 
We muft, fir, rally fincefely around the 
conftitution, which perhaps is not free 
from imperfe&ions, but may ferve, in 
ftormy times, as a falutary plank. Let us 
then unite our fincere efforts to fave this 
• conftitution. 

Lewis* 



*2 
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OBSERVATIONS Ofc THE XLVIIIth LETTER. 

THE prepofleflioris which the king 
hadbeeri led to entertain refpe&ing the 
Cjiroride, flotwithftanding the recom- 
mendations and good offices of M. de 
N * * *., would have- prevented him from 
lifttfiirig^ to any proje&s, however falu- 
tary to himfelf, or beneficial to the country* 
He acknowledges that the plan which Ver- 
gniaud prefented to him was fublime, that 
he had great and liberal ideas ; but all 
further experiments were too late; the 
conftitution was about to fall, and bury 
the firft public fun&ionary' in its ruins; 
Of this plan of Vergniaud, we learn 
nothing from the letter, but that it was 
the king's opinion that it could not laft 
beyond the day of its formation ; and 
yet, if the king was duly perfuaded that 
the prefent conftitution was about to fall* 
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And that he fhould perifh with it, that 
the plan prefented by Vergniaud was li- 
beral and fublime, and that the party to 
which he belonged had the afcendancy 
at that time (which was the cafe), the 
king would not have a6ted un wifely, not- 
withstanding the commQn-place exclama- 
tions about innovators, arid crime, an4 
deftru6tion, in paying more attention to 
tyf . de N * * *'s recommendation, and in 
taking his minifters from amongft that 
party, to whofe talents he pays fo juft an 
eulogium, 

What is a little Angular in this letter, 
Is the real or apparent exchange of cha- 
racters in the writer and his correfpon- 
dent. Six months had fcarcely elapfed 
from the time that the king, in a moment 
of fincerity, left behind him a moft de- 
tailed fatire on this conftitution, whieh he 
now clings to as the confervatory plank 
in the ftorm, crying continually, the con- 
ftitution, the eonftitution, let us be earneft 
in faving the eonftitution* t Vergniaud, 
*3 



/ , 
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but lately chara&erifed as one of the in- 
novators — by which were meant the Ja*. 
cobin or republican party — prefents him 
fsl plan of mixed government, in which,, 
from the approbation beftowed oh it by 
the king, Jacobinifm could have little 
(hare. It was unhappy for both* that na 
better underftanding took place between 
them. Of the talents of Vergniaud it is 
ynneteffary to fpeak ; but he had> in his 
mind and manners, a fort of fimplicity, 
what the French term, bon^Qmmie y .which 
made us always forget the fplendor of hi* 
abilities, No man ever appeared to mq 
fo remote from all ideas of intrigue $ he 
was too carelefs to form any combination 
in which there was a fecret to be obferved. 
He was much lefs fitted for the cabinet, 
than the fenate, not for want of coolnefs, 
as the king has ft;ate4 i* 1 his. former letter, 
byt from habitual indolence, I&wis the 
.Sixteenth might- perhaps have a&e4 wifely 
in accepting his jJropofition : and, if he 
had known the man, h? would hav$ fought 
his friendship, 
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XETTRE XLIX, 

A M. PS N * * *. 

27 Janvier, 1792. 

IL y a quelques mois que vous etiez 
€pouvante. J'ai rcfufe les proteges de 
ceux qui vous faifaient peurj ils reriou- 
vellent leurs propofitions, mais d une ma- 
jiiere plus energique. lis out une vo- 
lontej ih veulent bi§n ordonner. J'ai 
re§u leurs propofitions' et leurs envoyes 
avec la m£me froideur, et ne leur ai laifle 
aucun efpoir. J'ai re<?u une lettre d'un 
nommq Rouyer, depute, Vous la lirez 
chez moi : c'eft le comble du delire. Ce 
monfieur me promet le bonheur, Pamour 
des Fran9ais, un r&gne long et glorieux, 
fi je fais tout ce qu'il veut bien me con- 
feiJler, En verite je fuis indigne. Ces 
gens la me forefront a les fuir. Je ferais 
poxte a les hair* s'ils n'etaient deja pour 

R4 
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jnoi pn objet de pitiS. Vencz de bonne 
heure ail chateau : vous lirez cette lettrej 
pt je voijs parlerai de quelque projet. 

I^oujs, 
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LETTER XLIX. 

) 




(Tranflation.) 




TOM. DEN**** 


i 


January 27, 


1792, 



SOME months paft, you were in con- 
sternation, when I rejcfred the perfons 
protefted by thofe who caufed your appre-* 
henfions. They now renew their propo- 
rtions in a more peremptory manner; 
they have a will of their own, and are 
pleafed to iffue their commands. I received 
their propofitions and meffengers with the 
feme coldnefs, and have left them no fur-* 
ther hope, I have received a letter from 
a certain deputy, of the name of Rouyer, 
which you (hall read with me ; it is the? 
very height of madnefs. This gentleman 
prqmifes me happinefs, the love of the 
French, and a long and glorious reign, 
provided I fqllow all the advice which he 
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Jjas the goodneffr to give me. In truth, J 
am filled with indignation *; thefe ment 
will force me ^to fly from them } and I 
iho#ld t>e inclined to hate^therp, if they 
were nqt already obje&s- of my contempt, 
Corpe early tQ the palace ; yon fhall jread 
the letter; ^hd f wUl motion to you ^ 
certain projeft, 

. Levis, 
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Observations on the xlixa letter, 

M. DE N***, to whom thefe letters 
aVe addreffed in this Correfpondence, ap» 
pears to be the onl/ perfon who has a fa* 
lutary dread of the fituation in which the 
Jring was placed. The king rallies his cor* 
refpondent with refpeft to his apprehen* 
lions, and tells him with an air of trw 
urriph, how he has put to the door thofe 
who a few months fince had given him 
(that is M. de N***) a fright. <; ' I 
have received," fays the king, <c their pro* 
pofitions with the. fame coolnefs, anci 
have left them no hQpes"*— left them no 
hopes \~r- \ 

The circumftance which at this mo- 
ment raifes the king's fpirits into a kind 
pf yi&orious exultation, is a letter which 
he had received from one Rouyer, a de* 
puty^ who had pronufe4 him the return of 
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the golden age, if he would hearken to his 
advice. The king invites M, de N * * * to 
come aijd read it, and concludes this in- 
vitation by a fcommeiitary, in .which Jie 
makes his confeffion of faith refpe&ing 
the poplar part of the afiembly i,n gene- 
ral, for whom h e ftiould feel the molfe 
corctfal hatred, if his habitual benevolence 
di4 ^°t lea^ hiiR to pity *, 

The letter of M. Royyer* which is urge4 
|>y the king as an argument of confidera- 
fcle force againft any further attempts, on 
the p^rt pf M- de N * * *> t( > inflyepce th? 
fpyal will in favor of the popular party, 
is no doubt filly enough, and fitted to 
extort a fmile from the moft cynical. But, 
jtfter indulging this harmlefs pleafantry at 
M. Rouyer's expenfe, there is another party 
in / this fcene of amufement, which calls 
fpr a different ftyle of animadyerfion. 

It is clear, from ^h? hiftory of this 



• The word ' pitie* here rendered ' pity* and, in trie 
tranflafion of the letter, * contempt? equally fignifies both.- 
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epocha, that no elements of focial organic 
fation were ever f fo inharmonioufly linked 
together, as the court and the legifktive 
body. The king had occafionally jufi fenti- 
inents of his fituation, and felt the necefc. 
fity of compounding with the fpirit of the 
times. From his correfpondence with M; 
jde N*** ? it appears that an underftanding 
with the popular party had been the fub* 
je& of difcuflion; and the zeal of this ne- 
jgotiator is fufficiently acceptable, to be 
marked with royal gratitude. 

But, whatever difpofitions the king might 
have felt to accede to the wifhes of M. de 
JN***, however prudent he might have 
deemed an occafional aberration from the 
politics of the Tuilleries to thofe of the 
.Manege, there was always Tome incident, 
ibme impediment, that ftepped in between 
the intention and the aft — fome malignant 
genius that croffed his way, and turned 
him from the path of duty. 

If, in reading this correfpondence, we 
are compelled to praife th£ king for the re- 
finance he made againft numerous temp* 



tations to evil, we fhould not be left 
candid towards him, could we difcoVer all 
the fnares which furfounded him when 
he yielded. An example of this kind oo 
curs in the letter before lis* The king 
was naturally prepofleffed againft the po- 
pular party in the legifl^tive body : but this 
prepoffeffion would have yielded to more 
mature examination, had not thofe around 
him been interefted in exafperating his 
feelings, already too much irritated, and 
throwing thicker mifts before him, the 
. nearer he approached the precipice. No 
doubt, many of the king's advifers were 
fincere in their counfels; their errors 
might be pardoned, in favor of their early 
prejudices; but there were others, of more 
ignoble kind, who had neither the preju- 
dices of birth nor rank to plead, whofe 
principal occupation it was, if we may 
give credit to their own aflertions, to keep 
the king's mind in a proper ftate of in-> 
difpofition againft every wife and liberal 
cbUnfel, which thofe who were really con- 
cerned for his own peace, and the good o£ 
his country, were anxious to imprefs on 
his mind. 
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Such wife counfel M. deN***had been 
folicitous to impart; but the king remain* 
cd obdurate to all his reprefentations. The ' 
propofitions »of the popular party were re* 
ceived with toolnefs* their ineffengers di£- 
milled, and cut off from all hopes* Of this 
event the king informs his correfpondent* ~ 
and, to prove the juftice of his fentence, 
invites him to read M. Rouyer's letter* 
Now, if M. Rouyer had beena leader of that 
party, or even an accredited inftrument* 
and not an obfcure individual whofe name 
tjrasvfcarcely ever heard or mentioned, fosw? . 
allowance might be made for the king% 
bitternefs agaihft the arrogance of the 
writer, and the pretenfions of the party 
whom he was fuppofed to reprefent. The 
party, meanwhile, were totally removed 
from any knowledge of M. Rouyer, or his 
letter* This letter was one of the carnival 
tricks of M. Bertrand de Moleville, then 
minifter of the marine, who, as lie himfelf 
tells *the ftory, urged M„ Efm*** to write 
this letter for Rouyer, who appears to have 
been himfelf incapable of reaching its ver- 
bofe ^extravagance. When, at JM. Ber- 
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trand's ftiggeffion, this letter was written* 
, the king is made the dupe of this pue- 
rile and contemptible ftratagem known 
in France by the name of myjlification* 
the tendency of which was to render the 
popular party ftill more obnoxious to the 
tourt. Wfiile Lewis the Sixteenth was 
correfponding with M. de N***, ' who 
negotiated in favor of the popular party, 
M. Bertrand informs us that he employed 
another M. de N***, to negotiate with 
the party of the Feuillants, and that 
he had attached this negotiator to his 
department, as he had the advqjjitagie 
of being particularly connected with 
the royalift party. M. Bertrand's N nego- 
tiator, M. de N***, has, at feaft, oilc 
point of refemblance with M* de N***, the 
king's correfpondent \ both end in doing 
nothing. If the hiftorian had not pledged 

- his faith for the verity of his fa&s*, we 
lh©uld fufpeft fonre error in this part of 
his ftory, and that the king'* negotktofcv 
and the minifter's, were one and the fame 

- perfon. Of the part the king had in this 
tranfa&ion, fo far as/ refpe£ts the negotia- 
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tion with the popular party, therecan be no 
doubt. With refpecl to the minifteir of the 
marine, he could have employed his time 
more ufefully for his country, and much 
more advantageoufly to the king's intereft, 
had he been lefs a myjlifier, or had he at- 
tended more clofely to his profeffional du- 
ties. 

It is not difficult, after perufing M. Ber- 
trand's Annals, to account for the fpeedy 
decline of the monarchy. Surrounded by 
fuch agents, a more cautious king than 
Lewis might have fallen as rapidly. But 
what appears moft lingular in this hiftory, 
is the candid manner in which M. Ber- 
trand avows the attive part he took, as the 
king's friend, in haftening this cataftro- 
phe. If his book be not the moft enve- 
nomed libel, it is the moft complete and. 
unanfwerable a£t of accufation that has 
ever been drawn up againft the court. 



VOL. II. 
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LETtRE L. 

/ 

A M. PETHIGN, MAIRE DE PARIS. 

14F£vrier, 1792. 

. L'INVARIABILITEdes intentions que 
je n'ai cefle de demontrer, monfieur, pour 
alleger la partie du peuple qui fouffre le 
plus dans qp moment, doit etre garantde 
rempreflement que je mettrai toujours a 

* feconder de tout mon pouvoir la reprefen- 
tation nationals J'approuyq en fon entier 

* ce que vous m'ave? propofe dans le me- 
moire que vous m avez remis. Vous vou-p 
drez bien d'apres ceU faire diftribuer, avec 
une fage repartition, les fonds que j'ai or* 
donne qu'on mxt a votrc difpofition. 

Louis, ' 



) 
; 'LEWIS XVI. <25* 



LETTREL. 

(Tranjlation.) 

-\ 

TO M. PETHION, MAYOR OF PARIS, 

February 14th, 1792.: 

INVARIABLE in the intention which 
I have never ceafed.tp difpldy, fir, of re- 
lieving that portion of the people who 
fuffer moft at this period, I truft that dif- 
pofition will be confidered as aTure pledge 
of the alacrity with which I (hall on every 
occafion fecond the national reprefentation, 
to the utmoft of my power, *I approve 
every article of the memorial you have fent 
me. You will be pleafed, in confequence, 
to diftribute with difcernment the funds 
which I have ordered to be placed at your 
difpofition, 

■ ' . Lewis. 



S 2 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE Lth LETTER. 

THERE is nothing to be remarked in 
this letter to the mayor of Paris for the dis- 
tribution of neceffaries to the poor, except 
that it furnifhes a new inftance of that be- 
nevolence which formed a prevailing part 
of the king's £hara£ter. 
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LETTRE LI. 

A MADAME ADELAIDE, 

15 Mars, 1792. 

LA douce habitude que j'avais de vous 
voir, ma chere tante, me rend bien penible 
la diftance qui nous fepare. Dans toute 
autre circonftance que celle ou nous 
fommes, je partagerais le plaifir que vous 
eprouveriez d'habiter Je pays ou ont vecu 
les plus grands homihes de Fantiquite. 
Rome et l'ltalie rappellent de fi grands 
fouvenirs, qu'on n'y peut faire un pas 
fans y trouver les traces des maitres du 
monde. 

Je juge, d'apres ce que vous m'ecrivez, 
que vous avez vu ayec un fage difcernement 
les beautes anciennes et modernes. que ren- 
ferme la patrie des C6fars. Vous en parlez 
aveccetenthoufiafme que l'amour des beaux 

s 3 
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arts infpire. J'ai remercie et fait remerder 
le faint pere de fes prevenances obligeantes, 
et des attentions delicates qu'il a pour vous. 
J efpere que, lorfque nous nous reverrons, 
vous me donnerez le journal de-votre voy- 
age. 

Ma petition eft toujours empirant: le 
prefent eft douleureux j et l'avenir eft peut- 
etre pire. A travers cette obfcurite, il fe- 
Tait bien difficile de prevoir les fuites de Tex- 
plofion qui me rnenace. M. de la Fayette 
n'a point change depuis votre d6part. Son 
iambitioA 6gale fa fauffete, et fa fauflete fon 
ingratitude. La reine pretend que, dans le 
fiecle de la chevalerie, il eut ete declare de- 
loyal et traitre : moi je trouve qu'il agit 
commc il penfe, et qu'il penfe comme il 
agit. 

MM. de'Briflac, de Chabot, et le ma- 
rechal de.Mailly, nous voyent fouvent. 
Nous parlons de vous. La reine ne fe 
porte pas ires bien : mes enfans, au con- 
traire, jouiffent de la meilleure fante. Ma 
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&eur aurait befoin de prendre un peu plus . 
d exercice ; mais nous n'avons pas meme 
*le droit de nous promener: — jugez-en du 
refte. 

Adieu, ma chere tante ! Aimez celui qui 
vous eft fi tendrement devoue. 

• Louis. 



*4 
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LETTER LL 

(Tranjlation.) 
TO MADAME ADELAIDE. 

March 15 th, 1792. 

THE foothing habit I had of feeing you, 
my dear aunt, renders extremely painful 
to me the diftance that feparates us. In 
ofher circumftances than thofe in which 
we are placed, I fhould participate the 
pleafurc you feel at inhabiting a country, 
where the greateft men of antiquity have 
lived. Rome and Italy awaken, fuch fub- 
lime recolledtions, that, at every ftep, we 
find traces of the matters of the world. 

I perceive, from your letter, that you 1 
have viewed with a difcerning eye the an- 
tient and modern beauties difplayed in 
the country of the Caefars. You fpeak of 
thpfe beauties with that enthufiafm which 
the love of the fine arts infpires. I have 



LEWIS XVI. 285 

thanked the holy father, and caufed him 
to be thanked, for his obliging kindnefs, % 
and delicate attentions towards you. I 
hope, when we meet, you will give me the 
journal of your travels. 

My fittiation changes for the worfe: the 
prefent is painful; and the future is per- 
haps more cruel. Amidft this obfctirity, 
it would be difficult to forefee the confe- 
quences of the explofion with which I am 
menaced. M. de la Fayette is not changed 
fince your departure: his ambition equals 
his falfehood, and his falfehood his ingrati- 
tude. The queen aliens, that, in thfe ages 
of chivalry, he would have been pn>- 
nounced a difloyal traitor : for myfelf, it 
appears to me that he a£ts as he thinks, 
and thinks as he a£ls. 

Meffrs. de BrifTac, de Chabot, and the 
marechal de Mailly, fee us often; and we 
talk of you. The queen is riot very well; 
but my children enjoy excellent health. 
My fitter ftands in need of more exercife: 
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I. 

but we have not feven the privilege of 
taking a walk: — from this you may judge 
of the reft. ' 

Adieu, my dear aunt ! Love him who 
is fo tenderly devoted to you. 

Lewis. 
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LETTER LlL 

A MESDAMES. 

25 Mars, 1792. 

NOUS avons fupporte avec peine, mes 
cheres tantes, votre eloignement -, mais il 
etait neqeffaire a votre tranquillite, et a 
votre bonheur : il n'en a pas moins fallu, 
pour me priver des confolations que j'etais 
fur de trouver dans, votre tendrefle pour 
moi. Fixees dans via capitale du monde 
Chretien, vous jouiffez, dans toute leur 
purete, des bienfaits deia religion: ofFrez, 
pour moi, au Roi des rois vos ardentes pri- 
eres, que le Ciel irrite s'appaife, qu'il rende 
a la France fes beaux jours, aux Fran9aisi 
la confiance qu'ils me doivent, et que du 
fein des difcordes le bonheur renaifle. 
Alors je dirai, J'ai affez vecu. 
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Vos dernieres lettfes me font paxvenues 
dix jours plus tard qu'a Tordinaire : c eft 
une fuite du defordre qui exifte dans les 
pcftes. Lorf ue tout eft deforganife, les 
Correfpondances ne font pas plus fures que 
la marche des evenemens. 

Mes cnfans font languiflans: la reine 
trouve la permanence de fa fante dans fon 
ame y et moi dans ma refignation aux de- 
crets de la Providence. 

Adieu, mes cheres tantes ! La diftance 
qui nous fepare n'a aucun droit fur ma ten- 
dre afFeftion pour vous. 

Louis. 
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LETTER LIL 

TO MESDAMES. 

March 25th, 1792. 

WE have borne* my dear aunts, with 
pain, your removal : but it was neceffary 
for your tranquillity and happinefs ; and 
nothing lefs was requifite, to lead me to 
deprive myfelf of the confolations I fhould 
have been fure of finding in your t^nder- 
nefs. 

Eftablifhed in the capital of the Chris- 
tian world, you enjoy the bleffings of reli- 
gion in all their purity. Offer up for me 
your ardent prayers to the King of kings, 
that the wrath of heaven may be appeafed, 
that it may reftore to France its x happier 
days, to the French the confidence to 
which I have a claim, and that, from the 
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midft of difcord, happinefs may arife. I 
fliall then have lived enough. 

Your laft letters reached me ten days 
later thari ufual, in confequence of the dif» 
order which prevails in the fervice of the 
pofts. When every thing is diforganifed, 
the intenfourfe of letters is as uncertain as 
the progrefs of events. 

My children are in a languifhing ftate ; 
the queen finds the continuance of her 
health in the fortitude of her fpirit, and I, 
in ifcy refignation to the decrees pf Provi-* 
jtence.- 

Farewell, my dear aunts ! The diftance 
.which feparates us has no influence on my 
tender afFe&ion. 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE Lift AND Llld LETTERS. 



FROM the favage turbulence of revoke 
tions, and the perplexing intricacies of po- 
litics, we turn to thofe effufions of tender-* 
nefs, the mild charities of domeftic life, 
with the fame pleafure as we view the fa- 
ther of epic poetry leading the footfteps of 
his divinities* from the field of battle, to- 
wards the happy abodes of the innocent 
Ethiopians. 

The king had ever been unremitting in 
his attentions towards thofe elder branches 
of his ho ufe, having probably found a re- 
fuge, in the fociety of his aunts, fjjpni the 
levity and diflipation which marred, in 
earlier life, his own domeftic enjoyments. 
This is what he -calls the foothing habit 
which he had of feeing them, arid of which 
he feels more fenfibly the lofs, in contraft- 
ing thofe moments of focial intercourfe 
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with the anxious and cruel inquietudes 
which now weighed heavily on his heart. 

The only remarkable paflage in thefe let- 
ters is the fentence which the king and 
queen pafs on M. de la Fayette. The queen 
pretends, that, had he lived in the days of 
chivalry, he would have been declared a 
falfe and difloyal knight ; while the king, 
who accufes him of ambition, perfidy, and 
ingratitude, is of opinion alfo that cc he 
a6ls as he thinks, and thinks as he ^£ts." 
The queen's opinion refpe&ing him is to- 
lerably clear; but the king's obfervation is 
more obfcure. 



s 



As there is no charafter more prominent 
on the ftage of the French revolution, than 
that of M. de la Fayette, fo there are few 
on whom more praife has been beftowed, 
or more blame been laid. He has been 
honored with the title of the hero of both 
worlds : and if to have been the firft among 
the Europeans who drew his fword for the 
liberties of America, and the molt active, 



in the opening of the French revolution, 
to fecure thofe of his own country, be 
marl^s of heroifm, he has certainly high 
claims to that diftinguiffied title- He is 
accufed, by the king, of ambition, perfidy, 
and ingratitude : but/ of fome of thofe 
crimes, gnd nearly at th<? fame epocha, he 
was alfo accufed by the patty which was 
afrive in the fubverfipn of the court. Thefe 
contradi&ions, apparently fo difficult of 
(blution, are jrefojyed, perljaps without de- 
sign, by the king himfelf, when he ftates 
that M. de la Fayette ** thinks as he a6ts, 
find a£ls as he thinks ''-—that is, that fie 
had formed an opinion of his own, which 
he followed, in perfedt independent fif thfc 
opinion of others, 

But, whatever blame may be ^fcribed to 
any part of M. de la Fayette's conduft, 
(and wfyo in fuch an arduous tafk could 
, hope to efcape cenfiire?) no one can rob 
him of the honor of having firft pro- 
mulgated, in his Qwn country, the facre^ 
and undifputed axioms which formed the 

Vol. ii. x 
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bafis of the revolution, and of having dif- 
fered nobly in its caufe. With refpeft to 
the queen's accufation, it may be obferved, 
that M. de la Fayette, never having fwom 
fealty or homage to any other divinity than 
liberty, and never having profeffed to wear 
one of thofe ten thoufand fwords, that, at 
the fmile or frown of beauty, were to cc leap 
from their fcabbards," the charge of dis- 
loyalty is unlawfully imputed. He ferved 
the queen's caufe as long, perhaps longer 
than he ought to have ferved it: but his 
attachment to liberty, founded on the moft 
elevated and noble principles, appears, 
throughout the whole of his conduft, to 
have § been the bulinefs and the habit of 
his life*, . 



c • There are certain trajts which develop characters 
better than the mod elaborate difqui fit ions. 4 tingle fad 
is fometimes more illustrative than a whole hoft of opinions. 
In M. Felix Faulcon's " HifioricaJ, Political, and Legislative 
'Fragments," we meet with the following anecdote refpecV 
ipg }/!. de la Fayette. It is configned in a letter written 
to that legiflator, by M. Bureau de Pufy, from the dun- 
geons of Olmutz. " The commander of Wefel, where we 
.were then detained, came, and read to M. de la Fayette a 
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letter from his matter : the letter ftated, that, if the general 
had any plan to propofe again ft France, fuch communica- 
tion might lead to foften his lot. M. de la Fayette, ftarU 
Jng up with indignation e^clairqed, * // plans againft 
France ! / make common caufe with the coalefced powers, 
fo deftroy the liberty of my country ! This is fomewhat tqo 
impertinent.' — Tlie bearer of the menage was thunder- 
struck at this epithet, and thought it his duty to obferve 
that the meffage came from a crowned head. ' Since I 
have lived/ replied M. de la Fayette, ' I call things by 
their name ; and though I am the prifoner of a king, this 
is no motive for me to permit him en impertinence/ 
What affecling fublimity," continues M. Faulcon, " in 
vVhat 1 have juft copied ! Celeftial liberty ! How di- 
vine art thou, when thus contemplated! How much 
thou ennobleft the foul that is worthy of thee!"— It is a 
duty to mention that the two mod intrepid defenders of 
this viclim of royal and imperial defpotifm were general 
Fitzpalrick in England, and M. Felix Faulcon in France, 
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. LETTRELIH. 
A M. *>E N**^-. 



4 Mars, U9Z. 



JE refpeftebeaucoup Opinion publique^ 
fnais je la crois mal dirigee. Vous voydriez 
que j'effaye encore de lg, philofophie et dfc 
fes agens $ vous voudriez que j'appelle dan$ 
mon confeil M, de Condorcet. Ce n'eft 
point avec des philofophes cqrnme M. de 
Cpndorcet, que les .homines qui gouver- 
jient pourront maintenir \xx\ grand peuple 
fotis le joug des loix prote&riees fan&ion- 
jiees pa:r les fiecles. Votre philpfophe geo-. 
jnetre manque, comme les metaphyficiens^ 
le compas de cette experience qui guide 
les hommes qui gouvernent, et dontils onf 
befoin : leur theorie eft nulle : ils peuvent 
capter la faveur pqpulaire* mais ils ne peu«* 
vent rien au dela. J'ai bien acquis, mon-* 
fieur, le droit de me defier de tous ces 
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nommes nouveaux, avides <& pouvoir, et 
impatiens de jouer un grarid role. Le ver- 
tige dont quelques tetes marquantes de Faf- 
femblee font atteintes ne me forcera pas a 
tranfiger avec mon devoir, et a faire de 
mauvais thoix. Je n'en fuis pas moins 
touche, monfieur, de tout ce que votre at- 
tachement pour ma perfonne vous a di&e. 
Je he verrai pas M; de Condorcet, ni M. 
Pethioh* parce que je ne pourrais le faire 
de la maniere propofee fans me compro*- 
mettrev Ceft vous donner une nouvelle 
jpreuve de m<5n eftime, monfieur, que de 
vous prier d'etre Tinterprete de mes inteiir 
lions* 

Louis* 
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lETTER LIJI. 

» » ' 

(Tranjtation.y 

±0 M. ht N***. 

March 4th, 1792* 

I HAVE a great refpeft for public opi* 
•nion ; but I conficler it as having a wrong 
xliredHon; You wifh me to try once more 
philofophy and its agents* and fexprefs a 
defire that I fhould name M. Cpndorcet a 
member of my council : but it is not with 
philofophers fuch as M. Condorcet, that 
men at the helm of government can main- 
tain a great people under the yoke of faLu- 
tary laws, fanftioned by ages* Your philo* 
fophical geometrician is deftitute, as well 
as the metaphyficians, of the compafs of 
that experience which guides men who 
govern, and which is neceffary for their 
ufe. Their theory is null : they may cap- 
tivate popular favor -, but can do no more. 
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1 have purchafed dearly enough, fir, the 
right of miftrufting thofe new men, eager 
for power, and impatient to aft a brilliant 
part. The vertigo which has feifed fome 
diftinguifhed perfons in the aflembly, fhall 
jiever compel me to tamper with my duty, 
and make a bad choice. I am not the lefs 
fenfibly affe&ed, fir, by all which youi: 
attachment to my perfbn has led you to 
fuggeft. I will not fee M. Condorcet or 
M. Pethion, becaufe I cannot fee them in 
the manner propofed, without committing 
xnyfelf. I give you a new proof of my 
■efteem, fir, in begging you will be the in- 
terpreter of my intentions* 

Lewis. 
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©BSERtATIONS ON THE LtJtd LETTER. 

M. de N * * *, appears as indefatiga-r 
tie in urging the king to introduce philo* 
fophy and philofophers inter the cabinet,, 
as his majefty feems perfevering and per- 
emptory in rejie6ting both. It was a 
wretched fervice which the ba&itue's of the 
court rendered to the king,, in reprefenting 
the perfons thus rfecommended, as objeft* 
of fufplcion, and even* contempt 3 and ife 
might perhaps havfe been happier for him- 
felf, as well as his country, if, inilead of 
treating geometricians and metapbyfieians' 
with mifprifion, and their principles as vain 
abftra&ions, he had made an earlier trial 
of the compafs of their experience, by 
which perhaps he might have fleered clear 
of the rocks where he was fo foon after-> 
wards driven to make ihipwreck. 

This long negotiation for a patriotic 
miniftry met hitherto with too many ob-* 
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&ieies, to be attended with any fucCefs. The! 
prejudice, excited againft the leaders of thd 
popular party, was as yet too potent to be 
fubdued. Public opinion, the king admits* 
was with that party j but' at this epocha 
the voice of* the people was not that of thei 
Tuilleries. It feems that M. de N*** had 
given hints refpefring interviews between 
the king and Pcthion and Condorcet ; but 
the king is fearful of committing himfelf^ 
if he lees them in the manner propofed.— 
With refpe& to whom, had he this evil 
to fear? Not the public; for the public; 
*oke, he admits, is with them. But, a* 
Johnfon obferved of Clariffa, that there 
tvas always fomethfrig which ftie. loved 
better than truth* fc> alas I with all the 
king's profeffions of fincerity for liberty 
and tlteconftitutiop, there was always (and 
this was natural enough) iboiething that 
lie preferred to either. 
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lElTRfe LIV* 

A MONSIEUR* 

' 26 Arrii, 179& 

VQUS avez juge avec beaucoup de faga* 
fcite, mon cher frere, les hommes qui occu* 
pent les different piinifteres ; mais il eft 
plus aife d'apprecier ce qu'ils valent * que 
de m'indiquer eeux qu'il faudrait chbifir 
pour les remplacer. Dumourier eft tine tete 
efFervefcente, dont l'efprit ne peut me fervir 
a rieh. Son ambition et fes prindpes ver- 
fatiles prouveilt que tes intriguans trouyent 
tot ou tard Toccafibn de fe mettre en avant. 
Ce Dumourier eft en general fort au des- 
fous de ce qu'il croit valoir. Pour M, de 
Narbonne, c'eft un ecervele fans talent, qui 
toute fa vie n'a fait que des fottifes, et qui 
les a comblees en devenant le miniftre d6 
ceux qui ne veulent plus de roi. M. de 
Grave eft une tete exaltee, fans moyens. Le 
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tniniftere de la guerre, (bus ces trois 
% hommes, a ete un echo de difcordance poli- 
tique, lis n'ont point fu maintenir la disci- 
pline dans Tarmee, ni eu l'efprit de s'en con- 
cilier l'eftime. Les innovations, que les cir- 
cdnftances y ont introduces* ont ete Toeuvre 
de la mediocrite d'une part, et de cette tU 
inidite qui a enhardi les fa&ieux. Quant 
a ce Roland, qu'on m'avait vante comme 
un fage qui devait recommencer Sully, je 
n'ai trouve en lui qu'un homme a fyftetne: 
fon enveloppe de Puritain cache une ambi- 
tion toujours prete a fe montrer; mais Thy- 
pocrifie, qui lui fert de mafque, fait qu'il 
s'efforce de ne pas etre d6vine. Ce Roland 
a une femme de beaucoup d'efprit, qui 
prefide a fes travaux de cabinet, et qui di- 
rige fon miniftere. La reine voit avec hor- 
reur tousces nouveaux vifages : mais les Gi- 
rondins, qui ont acquis dans ce moment 
* une tres grande preponderance, maitrifent 
l'opinion publique. On diftinguedans cejtte 
deputation un avocat nomme Vapaiaud ; ii 
a plus d'eloquence r6elle que Mirabeau: il 
met moins ^importance dans, fes marueres \ 
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inais il d lies penfees plus folides, ct pei&i 
&rc plus brillahtes; On iri'a affure que c& 
n'eft pas tin mechant homme ; mais c'eff 
tine tete du midi* c[ui a la faim de la ce- 
lcbritCi et qui a la manie de vouloir rege- 
nerer la 9 France d'aprds Tanticjue Rome.* 
fJriffot en a auffi beauceup dans la fphere 
oi* il plane, ainfi qu'iin certain cure Gre-: 
goire, qui affiche le philantropifme. Cet 
apotre des noirs crie tout haut contre la 
tyrannie; raais fon credit n'eft que fecon-* 
daire. 

M. de Rivarol, dont les luiftieres me font 
jrfecieufes, et dont le zele ne fe ralentit 
4>oint, me fit hier une proposition des plus 
fingulieres, et que tout autre que moi adopr 
terait lurement. c< J'ai medite, " ihe difait- 
il» c< votre pofition : j'ai pefe ks chancer 
qui etaient pour et contre vous : je croi* 
connaitre affez le caraft£re des Fran^ais, 
^pour vous f aire tirer parti de la folic dtf 
Jour, d'une maniere qui triplera votre puis-* 
fence. Puifque les Jacobins ne veulent tout 
detruire que pour rcgner , allez hardiment 
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a la fociete m&fte? mettez.fur wtre tcjc 
jroyale le bonnet tfouge, au pom dviquel on 
comm^nde ; vous avez raineffc de l'auto-p 
rite,. L'etpnnement, Viyreffe d'une de-? 
marche ii extraordinaire dejouera incontes- 
tablement tqutes les menees criminelles de 
yos ennemis; elle vous nationalifera, et 
baillonnera U toijrbe des meneurs," Tel 
eft en fqbftance, mon cher frere, un des 
mille et x\n plans que le' zele de quelques 
amis de la moriarchie me donne, pour lut- 
ter ayec le nionftre qui eft a la veille de (Je-? 
vorer la France, Voiis fentez que ma relU 
gion, mon honneur, la dignite de ma cou* 
ronne, et matendreffe pour mafamille, s'op- 
pofent a c? que j'adopte rien de ce qui me 
jnettrait en fpe&acle aux yeux de l'Eurape. 
Je puis eprpiiver le fort de Charles Premier, 
parceque, lorfque les barrieres de la juftice 
font rompues, il n y'a pas plua de furete 
pour celui qui regne, que pour celui qui 
afpire a regner a fon jtour. Lorfque la tem<* 
pete brife Je vaiffeau, il ner refte plus au pas- < 
jfager que le courage de la refignation : c'eft 
£ peu pres ma pofition. Adieu, mon chef 
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fircrel Lcs p&ils qu'on me fait apprehender 
ji'aljereront jamais ce que jeme dois comme 
roi, et comme le chef d'une des premieres 
nations du monde, 

Louis. 

P. S. Je vous joins copie d'une lettre 
que j'ai ecrite a Dumourier, qui* pour 
d'autres motifs, m'avait fait a peu pres ty 
meiqe pyopofition que M. de Rivarol r 
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LETTER LIV, 

(TranflatioTt.) 



* % 



i TO MONSIEUR. 

April 26th, 1799. 

YOU have judged with great fagacity, 

my dear brother, the men who occupy the 

different places in the miniftry ; but it is 

cafier to appreciate their value, than to di- 

j-eft my choice towards thofe by whom 

they fhould be replaced. Duijipurier has 

too much cffervefcence of head ; and his 

wit could ferve me little. His ambition and 

verfatile principles prove that intriguers 

find, fooner or 4ater, the means of putting 

themfelves forward. This Dumourier is in 

general far below what he himfelf believes 

to be his value. As for M. de Narbonne, 

he is wild in his ideas, deftitute of talents; 

and his life has been a tiffue of follies, which 

he has crowned by becoming the minifter 

of thofe who would no longer have a king. 
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M.nfe. Grave has a heated imagination* 
without any refources of mind, The mi-, 
jiiftry of w^r> under thofe three men, has 
|>een an echo of political difcord. They 
^rere no% capable of maintaining difcipline 
in %hp vmj r nor had the art of conciliating 
its efteem. The innovations, introduced 
jimong t^e troops by the prefent circum- 
stances, wer§ the gfFeft of mediocrity on 
one part, &nd of that timidity on the other 
which has emboldened the fa&ipus. As for 
that Rolari^ wh$ has been extolled to me 
as a fage, whQ would become a fecond 
Sully, J have foun4 J4 m Q n fy a man °f 
fyftem, His Puritan afpeft conceals an 
ambition always ready to ^Uplay itfelf : but 
that hypocrify, which ferves him as a mafic* 
makes him ftudious not tQ be penetrated* 
This Roland is married t6 a wpi^an of con- 
iiderable talents, who prefides qver {he for 
bors of his cabinet, and diredts hi$ npinis- 
try. The queen views with horror {hojfe- 
new faces : but the Girondins, who have 
acquired a vaft influence, govern public 
opinion* An advocate is diftinguifhed in 
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this deputation, of the name of Vergniaud v 
he has more real eloquence than Mirabeau, 

. affefts lefs importance in his manners, and 
his ideas are more fblid, and perhaps more 
brilliant. I am affured that he is not a bad 
man: but he has a meridional head, thirfts 
after celebrity, and is poflefled by the rage 
of regenerating France after the manner of 

• antient Rome, Briffot has considerable in- 
fluence in the fphere in which he moves ; 
-and alfo a certain curate Gregoire, whofe 
motto is philanthropy. This apoftle of 
the negroes cries loudly againft tyranny; 
but his credit is only of the fecond order. 

M. de Rivarol, whofe talents are precious 
to me, and whofe zeal is perfevering, made 
me yefterday a moft Angular propofition, 
and which perhaps any other perfbn than 
myfelf would adopt. "I have meditated," 
faid he, "on your fituation: I have weigh- 
ed the chances for and againft you, and 
think I know the charadler of the French- 
fufficiently, to advife you to take advantage 
of the folly of the day, in a manner which 

VOL. II.' u 
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will triple your power. Since the Jacdbihs 
would deftroy every thing only to reign, go 
boldly to the fociety itfelf $ place upon your 
royal brow the red cap, in the name of 
which they command: you have the birth* 

1 right of authority* The aftofiifhment* the 
phrenfy, which fo extraordinary a ftqp wi# 
excite, will inconteftably baffle all the cri- 
minal defigns of your enemies; it will na- 
tionalife you, and ftrike dumb the horde of 

' confpirators." Such, my dear brother, is, 
in fubftance, one of thofe thoufand.and 
pne plans, propofed to me by the zeal of 
friends to the monarchy, in order to ftrug- 

' gle with the modifier who is on the eve of 
devouring France. You will feel, tliAt my 
religion, my honor, the dignity of my 
crown, and my tendernefs for my family, 

, all oppofe my adopting a plan which would 
render me a fpeftacle in the eyes of Europe, 
I may undergo the fate of Charles the Firflv 
becaufe, when the barneys of juftice are. 
broken down, there remains no more fecu- 
rity for him who fills the throne, than for 
him who afpires to occupy his place. When 
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the tdhpeft has fhattered the veffel, no- 
thing remains for the paffenger but the 
Courage of refignation : and fuch is near- 
ly niy pofitiori. Ffcre^yefll, my dear brother ! 
The dangers I am made to fear fhkll never 
have any influence on what I owe to my- 
felf as king, and as the chief of one of the 
firft nations of the world* 

Lewis. 

* P. S. I fend you a copy of a letter which 
I wrote to Dumourier, who, from different 
motives, made me nearly the fame propo- 
sition as M. de Rivarol. . 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LIVth LETTElL 

IN contempt of the decree which de~. 
ckred the king's brothers fallen from the! 
fucceflion, and traitors to their country* 
and nbtwifchftanding the, royal proclama- 
tions iffued againft them, Lewis the Six- 
teenth continued an affectionate cortex 
fpondence with his brothers* which, how- 
ever politically cenfurabk, renders him 
only more amiable, and interefting. This 
letter is a kind of commentary on the ob-* 
fervations which Monfieur had made, re-> 
fpedting the perfonages who had filled, and 
who were then filling, the firft offices 
of the admin ift ration ; and contains the 
king's real opinions on the refpeftive me- 
rits of the minifters. His judgement is 
not widely different from that which his- 
tory has already affixed to Tome of thefe 
charafters. But the hatred which the 
- Jung had always vowed againft the popu- 
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far party, too plainly difcovers itfelf wheft 
lie talks of Roland. Roland wae partly 
what the king defcribes him, a man of 
4yftem ; but it was a fyftem of inflexible 
re&itude. The king muft naturally have 
•fceen difpleafed with this unbending fpirit, 
whiph would f&crifice no xluty, and make 
no compromife with truth, accuftomed as 
jie was to the accommodating manners and 
courteous - delufions of more complaifant 
xninifters. With refpeft ta Roland's" . Pu- 
ritan appearance, there may-be fomfe fount- 
Ration for the king's complaint. The e*^ 
terior of this minifier was not Angularly 
pfepofTeffing for a court : btit there was 
no affe&ation in his fimplicity ; and Ro* 
land would have appeared much more 
ridiculous, had he changed his; modeft 
attire, for the trappings and decorations 
pf a courtier. The charge of hypocrify is 
much more ferious, fince that refle&s on 
his moral charafter. On what proof the 
king brings forward this accufation, is not 
explained ; and what intereft Roland had 
\o be a hypocrite, cannot readily be con- 

u 3 
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ceived. Had he been guilty of the charge 
alleged, he would have remained lqnger ia 
, place. IJis ponduft at the end of his fhort 
adminiftratipn ought tp have gained hinj 
any other ppjthet at the court v Rpland 
was & man of ftr\& fa^th, and unim r 
peached integrity ; thefe virtues vyere un T 
known at the Tileries : " the queen 
faw with horrpr all thofe n$w faces $" an4 
it was npt difficult, fince the appearanc? 
pf g^eat qualities could not be denied, tQ 
place them all to {he account of hypo-f 
£rify t ; 

Among the aftive members of the ad* 
piiniftration, the king enumerates madam? 
lyojan^, asprcfiding qver the affa,ir§ of the 
interipr. If the hiftojy qf this fliort adt , 
piiniftratiop, contained ip h?r Men^oir^ 
J>e true— and its authenticity I have neve^ 
heard cbubted — }t is fcfs the hypoqrify 
than the credulity of the minifter, ^hicfy 
ihould have been the qbjeft qf cenfure ; 
for fhe, (the martyred faint pf Liberty !) it; 
appears,, was the only one who, with fu-? 
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faerior dhfcernment, penetrated the real 
views and intentions of the court. Ver- 
gniaud's diftinguiftied talents, notwith- 
ftanding the king's profound hatred of the 
party, forced from him a moft brilliant 
eulogium. To be fuperior to Mirabeau 
in that quality which has gained Mirabeau 
an exclufive reputation, is no flight praife ; 
Jbut Vergniaud hgd one undifputed advan- 
tage over his rival; far Vergniaud was 
xiot only, as the king has obferved, nega- 
tively good — he was not ojily not a bad 
man, but was as correct in his moral qua-* 
lities, as he was brilliant in fhofe which 
were intelle&ual. Briffot is mentioned 
alfp with eulogium ; for fo it muft be ac- 
counted, when he, who had a more than 
Roman love -of his country, and who 
fealed his attachment to liberty with his 
blood, is iiQt mentioned by the court with 
blame. It is difficult to avoid fmiling at the 
contempt with which the king treaH " a 
certain Grtgoire" This affefted ignorance 
*>f a perfon who was at that time fo diftin- 
gwifhed by his great and admirable quali- 

u 4 
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ties, reminds ns of a paffage in White* 
lock's Memorials, where he fpeaks of one 
John Milton, a blind man, who was fkilled 
in the Latin tongue. The whole life of 
Gregoire proves, however, the juftice of 
the king's remark, that his motto was 
philanthropy, and that he well deferved 
the honorable title conferred by the mo- 
narch, of the Apoftle of the Africans.— 
But, while the king fcrutinifes with due 
feverity the morals of thofe leaders of the 
popular party, he pours the full flow of 
royal gratitude on the precious lights and/ 
unrelenting zeal of M. de Rivarol, who 
appears, from the ftyle in which he it 
mentioned, to have left all other competi- 
tors fof royal favor far behind. 

Rivarol's counter-revolutionary ftrata* 
getos were m general hariiilefs, from their, 
extravagance. The. propofal he now makes 
theflfcig, is in his beft manner: but 
Lewis 'the Sixteenth had too much good 
fenfe to aft the Harlequin in the bonnet 
rouge ? which was thediftinftive mark of thfi 
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exaggerated faction in the Jacobin fockty r 
and which not only would have degraded 
trim in the eyes of a}l Euf ope> as the king 
well furmifes, but would have contributed 
more effectually to haften his fijll. 3 

€€ This/' fays thekirig, alluding to the 
ftories in the Arabian Nights, «* is onci 
among the thoufand and one projects 
which the friends of the monarchy pro- 
pofe, in order to ftruggle againft the mon- 
fter which is on the eye of devouring 
France," Vain fubtilities of courtly ge- 
nius \ A little exertion of common fenfe, 
qt common honefty, would l\ave put the 
^lonfter to more fpeedy flight, than all the 
ianciful experiments of thefe friends to the 
monarchy. But what appears moft fingu 1 
lar, is, that the king feems to have had the 
feme perfuafion j and yet he talks of the 
precious lights and indefatigable zeal of 
thofe who were pufhing him, with the ut- 
moft rapidity, headlong to his ruin. We 
may bbferve, however, from the ftyle of 
fjhis letter, compared with thofe which the 



*?S CORRESPONDENCE OF 

king had written to his brothers, that ^ 
better underftanding had taken place be- 
tween them. The king makes no more 
COmpUints to Monfieur, refpe&ing his 
emigration, or the dangers which attended 
Jiimfelf from the rendez-vous of the armed 
UQt>le§ and princes on the Rhyie, The 
war was now declared j gnd the friends of 
the monarchy, without, were on their 
march to eftablifh good order within. Yet 
the king has foijiQ mifgivings, and talks of 
ths fat? Qf Charles the Firft, and pf the 
courage of refignation ; obferving, and 
with truth as a general remark, that, when 
the barriers of juftice are broken down, 
there is nq more fafety for him who reigns* 
than for thofe who afpire to reign ate 
him, . . . 



MHW'm. ■• m 



JXTTRELV, 

AtJ MINISTRE DUMOURIER, 

24 Avrif, 1792. \Sans date.) 

ON veut que je trarjfige' avec le crime \ 
pn me fait dmibleijt^s proportions; oil 
pretend ^vilir mpn ame, apres avQir aviU 
pcia cpujronne. On yoydrait que les f^dtieux 
puiflfent f$ glorifi^r de me voir pour ^u* 
renoncef a lp. grandeur, a la nofck fiert^ 
<jui me cqnvient, a ma probite, pour aller 
fixe placer dans leurs rangs, coeffer leu{ 
Jxmnet rouge, et frfrternifer ^vec les enfans 
perdus d'une fougijeufe demagpgie, les en- 
nemis de tqut pouyoir^ les fateilites d'un 
ambitieq^ infame et delqyal, Nqn, point 
fie tranfadtiqn avec le prime: mon cceur 
^bhorre l'impqftvire. J'ai pu, guide par 
pne fage politique, ceder plus que ma con- 
, fcience et ma volont6 ne me permettaient 
ge cedcr :' mais, je n'ai point ete iin trattre, 
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ni un perfide. Les yrais amis de la cpr^ 
ftitution me yerront toujours defendre 
cette charte nationale que j ai long terns 
hefite de fan&ionner, et qup peut-etre 
pion interet, celui de mon fils, me fai- 
faieht uh devoir de rejetter. Mais j'ai 
promis : le terns, Texperience, Topinion 
publique, feront confiiltes ; et la volonte 
ifoyale, Tinteret du roi de France, feront 
toujours oublies. K'efperez pas, morir 
fieur, que je change d'opinion, que je me 
place au deffus de la cqnftitutioni ni au 
deflbus : je conferverai le rang ou elle me 
place. On ne jnq verra point chercher un 
afyle dans l'antre des Jacobins, ni des pro- 
tefteurs parm ceux que je ferai punir un 
jour fi l'ordre fe retablit, fi la cqnflitutioa 
me declare toujours le roi des Fran^ais, et 
fi la vertu fe trouve enfin en majority dans 
la France infortunee. Si vous avez pro- 
mis, monfieur, retirez votre parole : dites 
bien a ceux qui vous ont fait d'infidieufes- 
proportions-— bui, monfieur, d'infidieufes 

~qu£ je ne puis les accepter dites leur 

£u elles me font horreui\ Qu'il§ me ca- 
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loriinknt;. 4u'ils fe vengentj jeferiifr- 
dele aux gens de bien qui me regarderit, 
aux amis de la conftitution qui doivent ft 
fier & moi, a tdiis les Frari§ais que la tiuit 
de Terreur et du menfonge tie doit pas en* 
velopper toujours* et dont je ferai conti- 
nuellement le pere et lei- meilleuf atnL 
Voila, monfieur, iha profeffioh de foi, et 
ma reporife f vou& pouvez la faire cdnnai- 
tre j votis ne fefez pas defavoue* I 

Louis* 
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tETTERLV. 
(Tranflation*) 

TO THE MINISTER DUltfOURIER; 

April 24th, 1792.- 

. THERE is a plan formed to lead me to 
enter into compofition with crime > and I 
receive infolent propofitions from thofe 
who would debafe my mind* after de- 
grading my crown* 

Fa6lious men are anxious to enjoy the 
triumph of feeing me renounce for them 
the greatnefs, the noble dignity, which it 
is fit I fhould feel; renounce my integrity; 
place myfelf in their ranks, cover my fore- 
head with theii: red cap, and become a 
member of the fraternity of profligate and 
turbulent demagogues, the enemies of all 
power, and the fatellites of an infamous, 
difloyal, ambitious villain. No ; no parley 
with crime ; my heart abhors impofture* 
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I may, dire&ed by found policy, have 
yielded more than my conference and my 
will would have led me to renounce ; but 
I have been neither a traitor nor impoftor. 
The real friends of the conftitution fhall 
always fee me- defend this national char- 
ter, which Ilong hefitated to fan&ion, 
and which perhaps my own interefts, and 
thofe of my fbn, ihade it my duty to rejeft. 
But I have given my promife: time, ex- 
perience, public opinion, fhall be con- 
fulted; and the royal will* and the in* 
terefts of the king of France, fhall be al- 
ways forgotten. Do not hope, fir* that I 
fhall change my opinion, or place myfelf 
above or below the conftitution, I will 
remain in the rank in which it has placed 
me, and will never be feen looking for an 
afylum in the den of the Jacobins, or feek- 
ing proteftors among* thofe whom I fhall 
one day punifh, if order be re-eftablifhed, 
if the conftitution continues to declare me 
king of the French, and if virtue obtains 
at length a majority in this unfortunate 
country. 
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If you have promifed* fir, retraft yoiii 

,tobrd, and declare to thofe who have 

fenade you thefe infidious propofitions — > 

• yes, fir, infidious— that I cannot accept 

them.. .... tell them that they fill me with 

horror/ Let them calumniate mej let 
them avenge theirifelves j I will remain 
faithful to men of worthy whofe eyes are 
turned towards me; tb the friends of the 
conftitution, who fhould plafce in me their 
confidence; and to all the French, who 
will hot for ever remain enveloped in the 
(hades of error anA< falsehood, and of 
whom I fhall never ceafe to be the father, 
and beft friend* Such, fir, is my profeflion 
of faith, and my anfwer : you may make it 
Jaiown, without fear of being difavowed. 

- Lewis, 



% • 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LVth LETTER. 

THIS letter to Dumourier robs M. de 
Rivarol of the exclufive honor of leading, 
the king to decorate his royal brow with 
the bonnet rouge > and fraternife with the 
Jacobins, That ingenious idea feems, 
however, from the co-incidence, to be an 
affair of partnerfhip between the minifter 
and the courtier; but as Dumourier'si 
motives, in propofing it, were fuppofed 
to be lefs friendly to the monarchy than 
thofe of M. de Rivarol, the king treats 
his propofition with becoming dignity, 
and even with a feverity, which, fituated 
as he then was^ difcovered more courage 
than difcretion. 

The king, in this letter, not only re- 
je£te thefe a infolent propofitions " with 
indignation, but takes occafion to inveigh, 
and in no meafured terms, againft the fo- 

vol. u. .x 
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ciety of which he is invited to become $ 
member, and which he menaces with ex* 
emplary punifhment, whenever the reign 
of good order ihould be eftablifhed. 

It is evident, from the expreflions con- 
. tained in this letter, that the king fixes 
his refentment more particularly on one 
party in this fociety, to which Dumourie? 
was more than fufpefted to , belong, and 
which he chara&erifes as tjie fatellites of 
ah ambitious and difloyal villain. Th$ 
"duke of Orleans is the perfon whom he 
has here in view ; and the king allows hifc 
minifter, with whofe manoeuvres he fcems 
acquainted, to make known to the party 
his opinion of their merits. It> is proba,- 
bly alfo to this faftion that M. RivaroJ 
alludes, when he aflures the king th^t the 
extraordinary meafure to which fye advifcs 
him, would inConteftably counteraft all 
the criminal plots of his enemies, and ever* 
natienalife him, from M. RivaroTs opi- 
nion, it appears that the will of the na- 
tion was little in unifon with that of Jthe 
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court ; and that the Jacobins of that gene- 
ration, unlike their fangoinary fucceffors, 
were regarded by all parties as the moft 
faithful friends pf the confUtution, and of 
fcberty, 

\ 
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LETTRELVI. 
AU MINISTRE ROLAND. 

21 Mai, 1792. 

ON peutm'etonner; mais on ne peut 
m'infpirer aucune crairite, et jamais maitrk 
fer mon ame par ce moyen. Je fais que lc 
parti dont vous me vantez le patriotifme, 
la puiffance, et la grande influence, eft ca- 
pable de tout ofer: mais je fais auffi que 
le parti qui lui eft oppofe eft plus nom- 
breux, moins exalte ; il fe compofe d'une 
majorite de gens de bien, qui doivent enfirt 
montrer de l'audace, et ufer du courage de 
la vertu. Je fais que je puis fuccomber j 
que les medians font capables de tout, que 
le peuple egare croit a leur patriotifme, 
a leur defintereflement : mais, monfieur, 
j'ofe predire que le triomphe de ces gens la 
ne fera pas de longue duree, Si je fuccombe, 
ils voudront partager mes depouilles. Ce 
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partage amenera de funeftes divifions : ks 
gens de bien pourront alors refpirer un 
moment: c'eft alors qu'ils retrouveront 
lenr fourage : leur caufe eft jufte : ils tri- 
ompherorit; les Fran9ais feront venges. 
Un jour peut-etre ils daigneront juftifier 
ma memoire. Monfieur, je neVerrai point 
ces gens la ; et jamais je ne pourrai tranfi- 
ger avec eux. Voilk ma refolution ; die 
eft immuable. 

Louis. 
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tETtER Vfo. 
(TrcpjUaien.) 



tfO THE RflNISf ER ROLAND* 

May 21ft, 17921 

I MAY be aftonifhed > but k is- impo-ffi- 
ble to infpire me with fear, or t© obtain by 
thofe means- an afcendency over my mind, f 
know that the party of which you boaft to- 
me the patriotifm, the power, and the greats 
influence, is capable of daring every thing >• 
but I know alfo that the party in oppofi- 
tion is more numerous, lefs hot-headed,, 
and formed- of 'the vaft majority of men of 
worth, who will at length difpiay their 
firmnefs, and employ the courage of vir- 
tue. I know I may fall,, that the wicked 
are capable of every thing, that the peo- 
ple, led aftray, believe in their patrio- 
tifm, thei* dmntereftedhefs s but I, dare 
venture to predia, "fir, that the triumph of 
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tlioft meh will not be of long duration. 
If I fall, they will be eager to divide my 
fpoils ; and this divifion will lead to fatal 
animofities. Good men will tlien revive 
for a moment, and take frefli courage: 
their caufe is juft 3 and they will triumph. 
The French people will be avenged, and 
will one day perhaps deign to juftify my 
fciemory^ I will not fee, or come to any 
terms/ fir, with the men in queftionj (uch 
is my unalterable refqlution. 

IrEW.I$. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LVIth LETTER. 

AT thp time when Roland made thofe 
obfervations to the king refpe&ing the? 
force of the party to which he belonged, 
the natioh was divided into two great po- 
litical feds, known at Paris under the 
name of Feuillants and Jacobins, from the 
places of their refpedtive aflemblies. The 
Fpuillants were more or lefs friendly to the 
revolution, but diftinguifhed for their at- 
tachment rather to the royal than the po- 
pular part of the confHtution ; while the 
Jacobins, devoted to the latter, were ftre- 
nuous in keeping the exercife of the royal 
authority within the conftitutional limits. 
Such were the leading principles of thofe 
two great parties : but there were factions 
in each,- whofe views correfponded with 
neither. In the Feuillant party, fome were 
anxioq* for the return of the bid regime> 
with all its abufes \ in the Jacobin, fume 
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were for a new dynafly, or rather the re- 
moval of the crown into the Orleans 
branch ; while bthers were for no crown/ 
or rather for no government whatever. 
The Orleans fadlion had but few advo-. 
cates: that, fince known under the name 
of Anarchifts, was more numerous, and 
compofed of thofe men who, feifing on the 
government in the year which followed 
the fall of the throne, covered France with - 
fcaffblds and defolation. 

The falfe fteps and counter-revolutio- 
nary meafures pf the Tuilleries had given 
this latter fa&ion fome confiftency in the 
Jacobin focietyi as it was difficult to deny 
or extenuate the charges which thefe vigi- 
lant adverfaries of royal authority brought 
againft the court. But, as thofe who com- 
pofed this faftion were, in general, men 
more audacious than moral, and more en- 
terprifing than enlightened, the Jacobins, 
who wifhed for the ftf i& obfervance of the 
conftitution in the fpirit as well as the let- 
ter', began to entertain a falytary dread of 
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tttcir opinions. It was this dread, whirfi 
led the Jacobin chiefs to feek a coalitiort 
Iwith the Feuillants* agsfcnft a foe that was 
common to both; which the feirent foori 
afterwards proved. Buti ai the obfer-* 
vaftce of .the fpirit of the eonftitutiort 
did riot fall within the views or the poli* 
tics of the Titilleries, ttte minifter's admo* 
aition was the gofpel pleached to thofe 
that were loft. 

The king was fuffidentljr aCqaainted: 
tvith the ftate of parties at that period, tor 
make thefe diftinfrions $ but he was too 
Clofely preffed by friends to the monarchy, 
to follow the diftates of his own better 
judgement. One of his miniftcrs* from 
whofe letters I cite, obferves, cc . I have never 
feen the king yield to his council, in thing* 
even of which he felt the neceflity, as well 
as the advantages for himfelf, when hid 
private council had previously forbidden 
him to grant any thing without confulting 
them* I could cite twenty proofs of what 
1 advance. I have often feen the king 
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ieftify his embarraffment, when convinced 
of the truth of what his minifters faid to 
Irim, break up the council, not knowing! 
what to anfwer, unwilling either to betray* 
his confcience, or violate the promife he? 
had given before he entered the -council-* 
chamber-" 

The kirig was now approaching thai 
cataftrophe which hurled him from the* 
throne. He appears to have a pre-fentimeni 
«f his own fate, and, with fomething of a 
prophetic but angry fpirit, predi&s that of 
the minifter, and thofe affociated with him. 
The prophecy was too fatally fulfilled fbi* 
all ; but it was that event which Upland 
was fo earneft to prevent in the courifeis he 
gave the king, and which the latter rejected 
with fo much inflexibility and fternnefs. 
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LETTRE LVII. 

A M. LE DUC DE BRISSAC. 

Le 27 Mai, 1792. 

1/OPINION que vous avez manifeftee 
hier, me plait infiniment. II faut ceder, 
pour ne pas irriter$ il faut ceder, pour 
oter tout pretexte a mes ennemis de ra- 
lomnier mes intentions. Vous pouvez 
mettre a execution le Iicenciement de lg, 
garde conftitutionnelle qui m'avait ete ac- 
cordee. J'efpere que ce licencienient ne 
fera que provifoire. II eft impoflible que 
, cet etat de mefiance foit de longue duree. 
On veut tracaffer, et me faire perdre pa- 
tience t on ne reuflira pas. Je fuis accou- 
tume aux facrifices ; celui-ci eft penible, je 
Tavoue. Cette garde me fourniffait les 
moyens d'etre utile a tant de braves gens 
qui ont tout perdu en prenant ma defenfe. 
Je redoute pour eux les fervices qu'ils m'ont 
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rendus. Certaines gens medeteftent fi cor- 
dialement, qu'ils ont une haine prononcee 
,potir tout ce qui m'environne, ou me pa- 
rait attache. Monfieur, dites a tous ces 
braves gens, qu'ils feront toujours a mon 
% fervice, que je ferai toujours leur pere., 
Peignez leur toute ma douleur, et temoignez 
mes regrets a tous ceux qui faifaient par- 
tie de ce corps, auquel j'etois fort attache. 
Dites leur que j'efpere un jour les reunir, 
recompenfer leur zele, et payer les fervices 
que m'ont rendus et que peuvent me rendre 
encore de fideles fujets. Pour vous, mon- 
fieur, je ne vous remercie point ; vous etes 
Fran9ais ; vous reipeftez votre roi : vous 
favez remplir vos devoirs. Vous aimer, 
. vous eftimer, et vous le prouver, voila quels « 
font les miens. 

Louis. 
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LETTER LVIL - 

(Trattjiation,) 

TO THE PVKE PE BRISSAC. 

• ' * May 27th, 1792. 

| AM highly pleafed with the opinion 
you manifefted yefterday. We muft yiekj> 
that we may not irritate ; we muft yield;, 
that we mjky deprive our enemies pf every 
pretext of calumniating pur intentions. 
You rliay put into execution the difmiffion 
of the conftitutiojial gviard, which they 
had appointed for nie, J hope this ^dif- 
miflion will be temporary : .it is impoflible 
that this ftate of diftpift can be durable. 
They wifh to tormejit, an$ make me lofe 
patience $ but they will not fucceed. I am 
accuflomed to make facrifices $ yet I own 
that this is a painful one. This guard fur- 
niffced me with the means of being ufeful 
. to fb many braye m?n> who have loft all 
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]by taking my defence. I fear for them on 
account of the fervices they have rendered 
jne, Certain perfons deteft me fo cordially, 
that they bear ah inveterate hatred towards 
all who approach or .appear attached tp 
me. Tell thofe brave inen, fir, that they 
(hall always remain in my fervice $ that J 
will always be their father, . Paint my 
tdiftrefs, and teftify my regrets tp all who 
jcompofe this corps, for which I have fp 
great an attachment. Tell .them, I hope 
one day to re-aflemhle them, to recom- 
penfe their zeal, an?} repay the fervicefc al- 
ready rendered, and which may yet be ren- 
dered rpe by faithful fubje&s. For you, fir, 
J will npt thank you : you are a French? 
man - r you refpeft your king, and know 
how to fulfil your duty : mihe is to love 
, and efteem you, and give you {he proof of 
thpfe fentiments, 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON TrfE LVIIth LETTER. 

M. DE BRISSAC was certainly one of 
thole who contributed moft a&ively to 
the (difmitiion of the king's conftitutional 
guard, and to the pain which this fuppref- 
fion coft him. This guard was at firft 
compofed, in great part, of citizens, fent 
from the departments, but who were fo ill 
treated and fo difgufted by M. de BrifTac 
and the officers whom he had chofen to 
ferve under his orders, that almoft the whole 
afked leave to quit that fervice 5 in which, 
as this was the end to be attained, their 
commander readily acquiefced. The per- 
fons fele&ed to fill their place are charac- 
terifed by the king as honeft men (Je braves 
gen$) % who had loft every thing in taking 
his defence, and to whom he had the means 
of being ufeful. But, whatever difpofitions 
thofe honeft men had in their turii to be 
-ufeful to the king, their infolence towards 
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their fellow citizens, more particularly the 
members of the aflembly, was fuch, and 
their exiftence as a military corps became 
fo public a nuifance, that a general infur- 
reftion of all parties was feared againft 
them. Notwithftanding the king's predi- 
le&ion for this chofen band, he gave his. 
fan&ion to the decree for their diffolution -, 
and this letter to M. de Briflac was fobn 
followed by his majefty's mandate to fend 
him a prifoner of ftate before the fupreme 
'national tribunal at Orleans, on the charge 
pf a confpiracy againft the national repre- 
fentation. 
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LETTRE LVIIL 

Ji MONSIEUR. 

v 

29 Mai, L79Z 

L-AUDAGE des faftieux n'a plus de 
frein, mon cher frere. Les proportions les 
plus abfurdes me font faites pour abdiquer 
la couronne. Si je d6fere a cette mefurc 
pretendue de falut public, on proclamera 
roi des ^ran^ais mon fils. Un c&pfeil de 
regencq prefideqa, jufqu'a fa majorite, 
toutes les affitfres, et fignera en fon nonv 
Si j'acquiefce, on me laiffera la liberte de 
faire ma refidence ou bon me femblera, 
meme hof s du royaume. Or* me laiffera 
la propriete de tons mes biens patrimoniaux, 
avec un traitement de cinq millions, dont 
deux feraient reverfibles fur la reine, fi je. 
venais a mourir. Ces propofitions m'ont 
gte faites par un homme que je ne puis en- 
core vous nommer, mais qui eft 1'ame de 
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cette fociete qui jufqu'k ce jour a fape tout 
ce que les ficcles avaient confolide. De$ 
lettres anonymes me parviennent de toute • 
part. On m'annonce que nous touchons 
a l'epoque d'une tragedie dont le denoue- 
ment fera la chute de la monarchic, et ma 
mort, fi je ne me decide pas & rentrer dans 
la vie privee. Je n'ecouterai point des in- 
finuations criminelles\ je mourrai oii la 
Providence m'a place — imperturbable, par- 
ceque je n'ai jamais cefle d'etre jufte, Je 
fuis entierement; r6fign6 a tout. Dieu et 
1'efperance, voila, mon frere, ce qui ne peut 
m'etre ravi. J'ai, pdur braver la haine des 
medians, ma confcience, et la fermete du 
malheiir. 

Adieu! Je yous ecrirai longjuement apres 
iemain, 

ko?IS, 
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LETTER LVIIL 

(TranJlatim.X 
i 

TO MpNSlEU?, t 

May 29th, \1Q2, 

THE during boldnefe o£ the faftious,, 
. my dear brother, no longer knows, any 
bounds. The moft abfurd proportions are? 
made me, to abdicate the crown. If I coiv 
fpnt to this meafure of public fafety, they 
will proclaim my fon king of the French ; 
a council of regency will prefide until his 
, majority | arid all affairs will be tranfafted 
in his name. If I acguiefce, I fhali have 
the liberty of chufing my place of refidence 
wherever I think proper, even out 1 of the, 
kingdom. I fhall be left the property of 
all my patrimonial pofTeflions, with a re* 
venue of five millions, of which two re- 
verfible to the queen, in cafe of my death. 
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Thefe propofals have been made me by a , 
perfon whom I cannot yet name to you, 
but who is the foul of that fociety which 
to this day has undermined all that ages 
had Confolidated. Anonymous letters pour 
on me from all quarters, in which it is 
announced that we touch on the epocha of 
a tragedy, of which the cataftrophe will bt 
the fall of the monarchy, and my death, if 
I do not decide upon entering into a pri- 
vate life. I will not lend an ear to thefe 
criminal infmuations, but will die where 
Providence has placed me — unmoved, be- 
caufe I have never ceafed to be juft. I am 
entirely refigned to all that can happen. 
God and hope — this, my brother, is what 
cannot be taken from me. To brave the 
hatred of the wicked, I have my confcience, 
and the courage of misfortune. Farewell ! 
I will write to you more at length the day 
after to-morrow. 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LVIIIth LETTER. 



SITUATED as the* king was at this 
epocha, under the contrqul of a fecret 
council dire&ing his operations to an end 
the inverfe of the principles of the revolu- 
tion, the opinion of the public, and the 
fpirit of the conftitution<; enthralled by 
engagements with foreign powers, to whom 
he had made an appeal againft the liberties 
of his country; with the uncertainty of 
iuccefs hanging on his mind, and prefent- 
ing him with the molt gloomy images of 
the future; it would not have appeared 
extraordinary, if fome real friend to his 
-honor, his happinefs, and his' repofe, 
fliould have made him thofe propofitions 
of which he complains fo loftily to his 
brother, and which he reje&s with fo much 
indignation. 



The cruel eataftrophe which foon after? 
Followed, leads us to regret* riot that he re* 
fufed thefe offers, for which there was no 
pledge or fecurity, but that, feeling in his 
own conference how contrary he was once 
again afting to his public profeflions> 
dreading the horrors of war which he was 
JioW inviting to his country* tortured with 
public counfels which warned him of his 
duty* and following thofe which prepared 
his deftru6tiort $ in thefe perplexing cir- 
cumftances, and which he faw in all thofe 
dark Colors which the events too well ve* 
" rified, he had not himfelf the courage to 
throw afide incumbrances that embittered 
his repofe, and efcape from dangers that 
menaced his ruin* 

But filch is the witchery of power oft 
ordinary minds : Sylla, the queen of Sweden, 
and Charles the Fifth, knew the value of 
power, and defpifed it, though, to thefe 
great perfonages,. it prefented itfelf under 
its moft flattering forms. Lewis, torn and 
' difmantled, ftill clung to the Ihreds, and, 

Y + 
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like the mifer in the fhipwreck, perilhed, 
becaufe loaded with his treafure. 

With refpeft to thefe propofitions, we 
Jcnow nothing more than is contained in 
the king's letter. The king communicates 
the faft, but inftrutts his brother in no 
other detail refpefting the perfon, than that 
he was the foul of that fociety which had 
fapped all that ages had hitherto confoli- 
dated. It is evident, that, by this peri- 
phrafis, the king means the Jacobin fociety, 
.whofe merits or demerits we {hall riot now 
inveftigate, but only obferve, , that, who- 
ever was the perfon thus defignated, he was 
careful to conceal his propofitions from the 
moft refpeftable of its members. I am told 
by one of thofe who were at that time the 
king's minifters, and confequently ranked 
by the court-writers in the clafs of Jaco- 
bins, that fuch propofitions were altogether 
unknown to them : they were earneft in 
giving other counfels, which, had the king 
followed them, would have rendered the 
projeft of his abdication unneceffary. 
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The party of the Gironde, who had at 
this period the greateft influence on the 
public mind, and whofe friends Were the 
mirtifters of the day, had an intereft totally 
oppofite to the king's abdication, and were 
carneft to prevail on Lewis to fecond the 
views which they thought beft fitted to 
confolidate the conftitutibn* The king's 
abdication, it is prefumed therefore, muft 
have been made by that party where Du- 
mouiier dominated. This minifter was 
deemed, at the time, the foul of the Orleans 
faction, which Lewis the Sixteenth miftook 
for the Jacobin fociety* The regency was ' 
conflitutionaily to be vefted in that branch 
of the family which had not forfeited its 
rights; and, as the king's brothers were 
now declared traitors, it was not improba~ 
ble that one of thofe events which take 
pJUee in times of revolution might have 
changed the regency into a royal fuccef- 

&QXX. 
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3LETTRE LI*. 



A M. DE MONTMORIft. 



i7 Juin, 179& 

LE mairc de Paris fortde chez moi* moil 
rchcr Montmorin ; il m'a porte des plaintes 
au libm des gardes nationaux de Marfeille* 
.qui pretendent avoir ete infulfes pas des 
perfonnes attachees.a mon fervice; J'ai dit 
/a M * le maire que j'en ferais juftic^ mais 
que je he pouvais la faire qu'en me defi<- 
4jnant les coupables, Cette reponfe n'a point 
.paru fatisfaire M. Pethion* 

M, de Leflart m'a re!ndu compete qu'il 
y avait des raffemblemens inquietans pour 
l'ordre public dans plufieurs fauxbourgs* 
Voyez, mon cher Montmorin, a vous con- 
fulter avec M. de la Porte, pour conjure* 
ft noruvel orage. 

Louis* 
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LETTER LIX* 

(Tr (inflation.) 
TO M. MONTMORItf* 

Juna 17th, 179SP.. 

THE mayor of Paris has juft left me, my 
-dear Montmorin, and has made complaints 
to me in the name of the national guards 
of Marfeilles, who pretend that they have 
been infulted by perfons attached to my 
fervice. I told the mayor that I fhould give 
proper fatisfa&ion, but could not do fbfc 
unlefs the perfons were pointed out to me* 
This anfwer did not appear to fatisfy M» 
Petition, 

V 

M,de Leflart has informed me that there 
were groupes colletted in feveral of the 
fuburbs, which menace the public tranquil- 
lity* Endeavour, my dear Montmorin, to. 
concert meafures tyith M. de la Porte, m 
©rd$r to avert this new ftorm. 

Lxwis. 
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bBSERVAf IbNi t>M TfcE LIXih LEtf ER. 

THIS tetter to M. de Monimdrin ap* 
pears of too little importance to need any 
obfervation, were it not conne&ed with the 
trrival of the Marfeillois guards at Paris, 
in their Way to the frontiers — an event 
from which may be dated the firft decifiv* 
ftep towards the fall of the throne; 

the king had now difmiffed the three 
toinifters whofe nomination in the^month 
of March had fufpended that national dif- 
*ontent which was rifing into infurreftion 
againft the adminiftration<of the minifters 
whom they replaced. Ignorant of the ex- 
tent of the evils which thofe courtly agents 
were bringing on their country by the fa- 
tal influence which they exercifed over the 
mind of the king, and which we fee con- 
signed in the confeffions of their guilt, pub- 
limed under the title of Hiftory, or Armak 
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oi the Revolution, the three minifters their 
fucceffbrs had been a&i\*e> during their 
fhort admipiftration, to cqrreft part of the 
miichiefs which they foqnd* and provide 
againft thofe which they dreaded. Thcfc- 
giflative body* feeing the misfortunes that 
had attended the opening of the campaign^ 
and which were in perfeft unifon with the* 
feelings of the court, and fearing the pro- 
grefs of the enemy towards the capital 
(which the court, if we may credit thean- 
nalift,, was then taking meafures to facili- 
tate), had decreed, on the propofition of the. 
roinifter of war, M. Servan, the formation 
of a camp between the frontiers and Paris, 
not only as a depot for the previous difcipline 
of the volunteers repairing to the armies, 
but alfoj in cafe of extremity, if the enemy 
pierced the frontiers, to ferve as the laft, 
dyke againft the irivafioix of die metro- 
polis. 

Although the affembly had decreed that 
{his camp fhould confift of only twenty 
thoufand men, yet, as the court reafonably 
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feared that the number might increafe in 
proportion to the danger, and deemed alfo 
that even that number might prove incon- 
venient for the Auftrian armies in the po- 
fition it was deftined to take, the king 
found pretences to defer his fan&ion, till, 
with the inftrumentality of Dumourier, he 
relieved himfelf from the burden of alter- 
nate folicitation and reproach, by difmiff- 
ingJhis minifters. "I had already," fays 
M. Servan, ^ftruggled againft many ob- 
ilacles: the refiftance became more weak; 
and I began to hope. Neverthelefs, at the 
moment when I had^lattered myfelf that I 
Uiould be of fomeufe to my country, I re- 
ceived orders from the king to give up my 
poite-feuille* " Dumourier took the place 
of Servan, as minifter of war ; and the 
fanftion to the clecree was boldly and de- 
finitively refufed, 

M- Servant letter, of which the above is 
an extra&, filled the Iegiflative body with 
confirmation. The affembly, ftill lefs in 
the fecret of the court than the ministers* 
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fould not diyinq what were the intention* 
of the king. The only refiftance, which 
the conftitution allowed them, was the ex* 
predion of their difapprobation, which they 
coafigned, in a decree, or declaration, that 
M* Servan was accompanied, in .his retreat, 
by the regret? of thp legiflative body, qihI 
of the nation. 

The difmiflion of Servan was followed 
J>y that of Roland and Claviere, to whofe 
employments were named minifters whofe 
greajeft merit was their nullity, and who 
were lefs likely to rounteradt the proje£h 
of the court. This was a ftrange error 
into which the court was betrayed, fince, 
having acquired the habit of diffimulation. 
by fo long a pra&ice, it was Angular, that, 
qt the moment when deceit could beft have 
{^rved its purpofe, it fhould thus have 
thrown off the mafk, and bravecj the opi- 
nio^ of the nation. The indignation which 
was now publickly felt, was as generally 
proclaimed; and the legiflature faw its bar 
f rowded with remonftrances, not of or#- 
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nary complaint Of meafured fedkidn, but 
*£ fach nature ancj tendency, as betokened 
civil difruptidrtS, ami thd inftant aanihila- 
txoa *£ all order md government, 

It might hjwe been fuppofed that the! 
Icing,, who fliore th#n once had experience 
'of what the people were cdpabie when* 
loofened from reftraint, would have fek lefs 
tfompofure at 1^:0 menacing afpeft which 
the population of Paris now difcovered. 
His letter to M, de Montmorin advifes this' 
cx^minifter, of meetings hoftile to public 
Ureter, which were taking place in the faux* 
bourgS; and* invites hiuu in conjjun&ion" 
withM. de k Forte, to coryure this hew 
florin; The papular elements were at that! 
foment in too great fermentation *fo be 
injured by the inftrumentality of fuch 
feeble agents. It was the march of a pygmy 
to arreft the progrefs of a giant. 
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LETTRELX 1 . 

A M* DE MONTMORIN. 

21 Juin, 1792. 

CE n'eft point de Pindignation, mon 
cher Montmorin, que j'ai eprouve dans la 
jpurnee d'hier ; c'eft vraiment le tourment 
d'une ame navree de voir le delire oii s'eft 
porte le peuple. U afpedfc des hommes qui 
ont ofe me menacer ne m'a pas intimide 
un feul inftant : ce qui ne fera jamais crpy- 
able pour la pofterite, c'eft que toutes ces 
horreurs fe font paffees fous les yeiix des- 
reprefentans de la nation, fans qu'ils aient 
fait le moindre effort pour reprimer et 
pour punir les perturbateurs de 1'ordre 
public. Vous favez mieux qu'un autre* 
mon cher Montmorin, que j'ai facrifie au 
bonheur des Fran9ais les prerogatives Ae 
ma couronne, l'interet de ma famille, et 
les habitudes de mon enfailce. Qu'en eft* 

VOL, IJ. z 



3M CORREIPONIMENCE OF 

il refulte ? Des outrages. En attendant 
que la nation foit eelaircie par une fatale 
experience, je crois que <je ne dois rien 
changer dans mes projets, pour le mo- 
ment. 

Vous pouvez faire paraitre la proclama- 
tion dont je vous ai envoye avant hier le 
precis; donnez l'ordre & Parifot de la 
faire imprimer dans la journee. En ve- 
nant me voir demain fur les dix heures du . 
matin, je vous dirai beaucoup de chofes 
qui demahdent des details. 

Son foir, mon eher Montmorin. 

Louis, 
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LETTER LX. 
(Tranfialion.) 

p 

TO M, DE MONTMtRIN. 

June 2 lft, 1792. . 

IT was not indignation, my dear Mont* 
morin, that I felt in the courfe of yefteiv 
day* but the torments of a mind pierced 
with anguifh in pbferying to what g 
height the people carried their phrenfy. 
I was not intimidated one moment by the 
fight of men who dared to menace" me * 
but what will appear incredible to pofte* 
rity, is, that all thofe horrors -have taken 
place before the eyes of the reprefentative$ 
of the nation, who have not made the 
fmalleft .effort to reftrain and pvmifti the 
violators of the public peace. You know 
better than others, my dear Montmorin, 
that 1 have facrifi^ed the prerogatives of 
my crown, the interefts of my family, and 
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the habits of my early youth, to the happi- 
nefs pf the French. What is the refult? 
Outrages, Until the time come when the 
nation fhall be enlightened by fataj expert 
ence, I think that I ought not tQ change 
any thing in my projefts. 

You m^y get the proclamation pub- 
lifhed, of which I fent you a fketch the 
tlay before yefterday. Order Parifot to 
print it in the courfe of the day. If you 
come to fee me to-morrow morning at ten 
o'clock, I will tell you many thipgs which 
require explanation, 

: Good night, my dear Montmorin. 
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Observations on the lxa letter. 

IT will always remain extremely diffi* 
Cult to form an accurate judgement re- 
fpefting the events of the 20th of June. 
It appears, however, certain, that this day 
was projefted to oblige the king to recall 
the minifters whom he had difmiffed a few 
days before : but it is highly improbable 
that it was the intention of the leaders to 
penetrate into the palace of the Tuilleries, 
to infult the* king and queen, arid menace 
them withairaflination. 

Had the mob, or thofe by whom it was 
incited, formed fo criminal a projeft as 
that of affaffination, it would certainly 
have been eafy to have carried it into exe- 
cution amidft the fcenes of tumult, of in- 
folence, and brutality, which took place 
in the chamber of the king, who remained 
a prifoner for a confiderable time amidft 

* 3 
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the populace, without guards or atten- 
dants. That the leaders of the oppofi- 
tion to the court had no part in thefe ou- 
trages, feems evident, fince, far from fur- 
thering their views, it gave, like all tumults 
of this illegal nature, a momentary popu- 
larity to thofe whom it was their intereft 
t6 render morej>dious. The court-agents 
were accufed, at the time, of having car- 
ried the populace to this excefs, to prevent 
the future employment of fuch inftru- 
ments, and difcredit popular addrefles. 
But, though in the habit of trick and ftra- 
tagem for the fervice of the court, it is 
Scarcely probable that they w ; ould have had 
, recourfe to fuch dangerous expedients. 
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LETTHE LXL 



A MESDAMES* 



( ,25 Juin, 1792. 

NC$ malheurs, mes chcres tantes, font 
parvenus au dernier degre : le plus horri- 
ble attentat a eu lieu : mon afile a et6 
viole : j ai ete infulte, menace, expofe aiix 
coups des affaffins. Mes enfans, la reine, 
tnadame Elifabeth, ont partage mon fort. 
Vous recevrez les details de cette journee 
affreufe, qui doit indigner les Fran9ais, 
pour qui l'amour de l'ordre eft le pre- 
mier des biejis. L'Europe apprendra, fans 
doute, avec la plus profonde indignation, 
ce nouvel outrage fait a ma perfonne. La 
Providence veille encore fur moi, et fur ma 
famille: puine le Ciel detourner Forage 
qui gronde encore, et fauver celui qui vous 
aime, qui fouvent s'entretient de vous, et 
vous felicite d'etre loin dune terre oil le 
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crime veille, oii les loix ne peuvent attein- 
dre lcs coupables, ou 1'autorite n'a plus dc 
force, oii la vertu eft fans confideration, et 
la licence erigee en patriotifme. 

Recevez les exprefllons les plus af- 
feflueufes de mon tendre attafchement. 



Louis, 
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LETTER LXI. 



TO MESDAMES. 



Jane 25, 179*. 

OUR misfortunes, my dear aunts, havq 
reached their laft term; the moil horrible 
crime has been perpetrated, < my afylum 
violated, myfelf infulted, menaced, and ex- 
pofed to' the fury of affaffins. My chil- 
dren, the queen, and madame Elizabeth, 
have (hared my fate. You will receive the 
detail of that hideous day, which muft pe- 
netrate every Frenchman with horror, who 
confiders order as the fiyft of bleffings. 
Europe will, no doubt, learn with the 
deepeft indignation this new outrage com- 
mitted againft my perfon. Providence 
ftill watches over me and my family : may 
Heaven avert the ftorm that ftill rages, and 
fave him who loves you, who thinks of 
you often, and congratulates you on being 
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diftant from a country where the wicked 
are vigilant, where laws cannot reach the 
guilty, where authority is without force, 
virtue without eftetm, and tthere licen- 
tioufhefs has ufurped the name ©f patri* 
otifm ! 

Accept the aflurances of the moft tender 
and affe&ionate attachment. 

Lewis. 
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LETTRE LXIL 



A MONSTEUR. 



' 1 Juillet, 1792. 

VOUS etcs dga inftruit, mon cher frdre, 
des outrages que j'ai endures dans la jour* 
nee du 20 Juin, outrages d'autant plus 
fenfibles, que la portion du peuple qui a 
viole ma demeure etait guidee par des 
hommes que j'avais autrefois combles de 
mes bienfaits. La garde nationale, qui 
devait a tous les titres me defendre, etait 
vendue aux perturbateurs. Leur chef 
etait trop fier de me braver, pour etre tente 
d'ufer de fon autorite. 

J'ai oppofe aux .clameufs de la malveil- 
lance le calme de rimperturbabilite : cette 
fermete froide a deconcerte, pour ce jour 
la, leurs projets fanguinaires. La reine et 
toute ma famille ont montre une re%na^ 
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tion h6roique: nous fommes familiarifeS 
depuis long-terns a croire tout poffiblei 
notre fort eft trop au deflbus de 1'envie, 
pour que le crirtie rachdve ce qu'il a com- 
mence. ...'.. L'afibmblee a manifefte par- 

. tiellement une indignation profonde. Le- 
gendre difait a la tribune des Jacobins que 
le peuple avait honore fon mandataire en 
TaHant vifiter. Marat et &ebert proda- 
maient dans leurs feuilles les memes prin- 
cipes. . Des aboyeurs payes faifaient fous 
mes fenetres des menaces qui prouvaient 
Taudace des fa&ieux. Sans les confolations 
de la religion, il y a deja long-tems que 
j'aurais renonce au pouvoir fupreme- Du* 
mourier m'a propofe divers plans pour de-* 
jouer les complots des Jacobins, des Robef- 
pierres, et des Dantons : mais cela ne pour- 

. tail fe faire fans une grande efFufion de 
fang : j'aime mille fois mieux etre la vie- 
time des medians que de fouiller ma vie 
par la mort d'un feul Fran$ais. Lorfque 
je vois la perverfite triompher, et l'audacc 
fe montrer la rivale de la jufticc diftri- 
butive, j'approuve la refolution queL.prit 



LEWIS XVt x : 349 

Charles Quint d'abdiquer le trone. J'i- 
gnore, mon cher frere, ce que la fortune me 
jreferve dans l'avenir : quant au moment, 
on ne peut etre plus malh&ireux que Teft 
votre ami et votre frere. 

Louis. 
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LETTER LXII. 

TO MONSIEUR. 

July 1ft, 1792. 

YOU arc already informed, my dear 
brother, of the outrages which I endured 
on the day of the 20th of June— outrages 
fomuch the more poignant, as that por^ 
tion of the people who violated my dwell- 
ing were led on by men whom I formerly 
loaded with benefits. The national guard, 
who were bound by every kind of obliga- 
tion to defendme, were fold to the leaders 
of fedition $ and their chief was too proud 
of braving me, to think of employing his 
authority. 

I met with imperturbability the cla- 
mors of malignity'* and this cool firm- 
nefs difconcerted for that day their fan-> 
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quinary projeds. The queen and all my 
family difplayed an heroical refignation. 
We have long, fince been familiarifed to the 
idea of believing every thing poflible : but 
our fate is too for below envy, for the 
wicked to confummate what they have be- 
gun....*. The aflembly manifefted indivi- 
dually the deepeft indignation. Legendre 
faid at the tijbune of the Jacobins, that the 
people had done honor to their mandatary 
by paying him a vifit. Marat and Hebert 
proclaimed the fame, principles in their 
journals. Clamorous hirelings- poured 
forth menaces under my window, which 
fufficiently proved the boldnefs of the fac- 
tious. Were it not for the confolations 
of religion, I (hould long fince have re- 
nounced fupreme power. Dumourier has 
propofed feveral plans fo me, to counteraft 
the plots of the Jacobins, the Robefpierres, 
and the Dantoris * but thefe proje6ls can- 
not be effe&ed without a great efFufion of 
blood •, and I would rather a thoufand 
times fall the vi£tim of the wicked, than 
fully my life by the death of one French- 
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mm. When I fee. the triumph of the per- 
verfe, and that audacity becomes the rival 
of diftributive juftice, I approve the refolu- 
tion taken by Charles the Fifth to abdicate 
the throne. I know not, my dear brother* 
what fortune has in referve for me here- 
after : as for the prefent, no one can be , 
more unhappy than your friend, and bro- 
ther, 

Lewis, 
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OBSERVATIONS ON TftE LXIft and LXIH 
LETTERS. 

THE king, in thefe letters to his aunts 
and brother, expreffes the deepeft indigna- 
tion at the outrages committed on his per- 
fon and family, on the 20th of June. It 
would ftem, from the manner m which 
the king fpeaks of this event, that he had 
penetrated the fecret of thofe diforders, of 
which he was fo much the more fenfible, 
as the portion of the people which violated 
his dwelling were led on by men whom he 
had formerly loaded with favors. <c The 
national guard, who ought, from every 
confideration, to have defended me^ was 
fold to thofe public difturbers. Their 
chief was too proud of an opportunity of 
braving me, to be tempted to make ufe of 
his authority." Neither the mayor of 
Paris, nor the chiefs of the oppofition in 
the affembly, could boaft of having been 
loaded with royal favors t the leaders of 

vol. 11. 2 A 
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this irruption were therefore perfons of 
another defcription. 

The king was tormented with a fenfi- 
bility fo exceffive, that the feditious excla- 
mations of the mob, which fbmetimea 
reached his ear, gave him ferious inqui- 
etudes. He defpifcd their power ; but he 
was tremblingly alive to every kind of re- 
proach or blame, even from the loweft. 
The coarfe jefts of Legendre, and the re- 
petition of his fcurrilities by thole mon- 
gers of the revolution, Hebert and Marat, 
are the theme of his animadverfion. The 
vociferations of hirelings under his win- 
dows afFeft him fo keenly, that, but for 
the confolation of religion, he would rid 
himfelf of the calamines of p$we$ t . 

This idea of retreat, againft which he 
exclaimed fo much in a former letter, re- 
turns again at the conclufion of the prefent. 
Dumourier propofes to the king fome 
plan, by which he would make one grand 
fweep of the Jacobins, of the Robefpierres, 
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and the Danton?. But the king was more 
fcrupulous than the minifter j his mind 
always revolted at the idea of fhedding 
blood. This humane and merciful difpo- 
fition pervades his whole correfpondence ; 
and, whatever weakneffes or faults we may 
find in the prince, we cannot refufe him 
fmcere homage for his benevolence as a 
man. 
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